
GROW UP INTO MATURITY 
An exposition of 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

at West Hills Evergreen on November 5, 2017 

INTRODUCTION: Kids acting like kids is really cute. Babies acting like babies is adorable. 
Adults acting like babies is a tragedy. God created human beings to mature, both physically, 
intellectually, and emotionally. This is true in normal human development…this is just as true in 
spiritual development. 
PROBLEM: there is confusion about what it means to be spiritually mature, and whether or not 
spiritual maturity is even necessary. Is growing in maturity of any real significant consequence. I 
mean I’ve trusted Jesus and I’m saved right? What is the goal of continuing to strive for growth? 
And how your heart responds to the answer to that question tells you a good deal about how 
mature you actually are…and LISTEN to me…how you respond to the answer may even tell you 
something about whether or not you are actually born again by the Spirit of God. Why should 
you strive for spiritual growth? Because… 
MAIN POINT: striving for spiritual maturity leads to seeing more of Christ, so strive by God’s 
grace 
SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please turn in your bibles to 1 Corinthians 3. This morning we 
will be continuing our attempt to hear, understand and obey God’s word as it was revealed 
through the apostle Paul as he wrote to the church in Corinth. We are, at this point in the letter, 
neck deep into Paul’s first pastoral rebuke of the first and most significant Corinthian issue.  
 Four years prior to the writing of this letter, Paul had gone to the city of Ephesus and 
preached the very first Good Friday/Easter sermon the city had ever heard. Before his arrival, he 
made the calculated decision NOT to preach with the expected rhetorical flair/underhanded 
methods of persuasion but instead to focus on the simple straightforward proclamation of Christ 
and Him crucified. As a result the Holy Spirit had come in power and brought about the 
supernatural conversion of many people who lived there, and so God by His own grace and 
mercy established a congregation in that city.  
 But now that about four years had passed, the Corinthians were drifting back into some 
“anit-Christian”, but very “Corinthian” behavior. They were beginning to evaluate the various 
teachers and leaders that God had sent to help the church there, and they were forming groups 
around who they thought was the wisest and most worthy of their allegiance. And having drifted 
into little subgroups within the church; they were beginning to puff themselves up over and 
against each other. It went from the seemingly harmless preference of one teacher over another, 
to a toxic, sinful, anti-Christian sense of pride in ones own wisdom in preferring that teacher over 
others. It was producing a shameless, arrogant, boasting by people and parties within the 
church…and all the while…that beautiful flame that God had ignited by the presence of His 
Spirit all those years ago…was being stamped on and quenched by the flesh of such people. 
 And so Paul took up a pen, and by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he began to write the 
very words God desired to say. And with the first two chapters of the book, he has been 
systematically dismantling every possible reason a person could have for doing such things. He 
has said…in the gospel message…God wasn’t concerned about looking wiser than everyone 
else. In His choosing you for salvation…he didn’t choose you because you were wiser than 



everyone else in fact he chose you because you WERE NOT wiser than everyone else. And I 
Paul, when I came to you preaching the word…I went out of my way to NOT try and sound 
wiser than everyone else. All of this is meant to communicate that GUYS…you are walking in a 
way contrary to the ways of heaven. God doesn’t act like this. Christ didn’t act like this. I didn’t 
act like this…where on earth do you get off thinking that it’s okay for you to act like this. 
Proclaiming with a proud face and a loud voice how wise you are for holding the opinions you 
hold. Have you even heard the stories of Jesus? Do you not know that before he confronted the 
Pharisees he first wept over Jerusalem?!? 
 Last week we looked at chapter 2:6-16 and we saw a number of important things but 
none more important than this: the Lord has filled us with the Spirit in order to reveal more of 
God to us. He has filled us with the Spirit in order that we might understand the things freely 
given us by God verse 12 said. But that had a chief end. God doesn’t just want us to know stuff 
so we can pass an exam one day. His concern isn’t that you come into some morally neutral 
possession of information. When God reveals Himself it is meant to shake the foundations of 
your very soul. It’s meant to rip you away from this age, and the wisdom of this age and the ways 
of thinking that are of this age…and to being forming in you 2:16 the mind of Christ.  When God 
reveals Himself through the Spirit, it is meant to renew your mind so that you think the way 
Christ thinks, and do the things Christ did. 
 Let me bring this into the here and now for a minute. All of us have come to this church 
family, from a variety of backgrounds. Some of us were raised in church, some of us weren’t. 
Some of us had stable family structures, some of us didn’t. Some of us were born and raised in 
American and some of us weren’t. And all of those differences suggest that we are all coming 
into this church family with variations of understanding about what is polite and what isn’t…of 
what is a wise way to raise your kids and what is foolish…all of us have come into this church 
family with a whole constellation of assumptions about good and bad, right and wrong, true and 
false, wise and foolish, biblical and non-biblical…and ALL OF US…I’m talking about you the 
person the individual listening to my voice…ALL OF US…take for granted that we are right. 
And so when someone else’s version of what is polite steps on my version of what is polite, or 
wise, or righteous, or true, or biblical…you are faced with a decision. Here it is ready: am I more 
interested in being right or being like Christ. You might be thinking that’s a false dichotomy. But 
it’s not. I’m talking about your motive. What is your motive. Is this going to be about me and 
what I think or about Christ and what Christ thinks. And you know it’s about Christ and what 
Christ thinks if your heart is open to coming back to the word, coming back to your assumptions 
and being wrong. You know it’s about you and what you think if your heart is only interested in 
coming back to the word, or to your assumptions to illustrate why you’re right. The text I’m 
about to read is written to the second group. People who have decided that they are more 
concerned about being right and appearing wiser than everyone else…than they are concerned 
about growing in their knowledge of God and better reflecting the character and attitudes of 
Jesus. So let’s now humble our minds and open our hearts…not assume we know…expect to 
receive from God Himself… 
READING: [1] But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 
flesh, as infants in Christ. [2] I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. 
And even now you are not yet ready, [3] for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy 



(internal) and strife (external expression) among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only 
in a human way? [4] For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are 
you not being merely human? [5] What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom 
you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. [6] I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth. [7] So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth. [8] He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according 
to his labor. [9] For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. 
PRAYER: God grant us the mind of Christ. Help us to grow spiritually, to mature into the 
fullness of what you have intended for us, that we might better to display your glory through 
your image stamped upon us and within us..by the power of the Holy Spirit. God we do not need 
the words of a man this morning…my thoughts are not what matters…it’s your thoughts. Speak 
Lord God, reveal Holy Spirit, make us new. In Jesus precious name. Amen. 

ROAD MAP: 1) what spiritual immaturity is and how it’s prolonged, 2.) what spiritual maturity 
looks like, 3.) why we should all strive to be mature workers of God 

What spiritual immaturity is and how it’s prolonged - a man centered view of the world. 
1. So let’s begin by looking together at verse 1. Paul introduces this next thought by 

deliberately referencing back to the discussion about the Spirit in chapter 2. He says But I 
brothers, could not address you as spiritual people. So two things have just happened there. 
The first thing is Paul announces that he really does believe that they are brothers. That they 
are family in the Lord. 
1. Paul does not call people he considers to be apostate his brothers. So to establish the 

context Paul is saying…I believe you are Christians BUT…I believe you really are born 
again…that you really are being sanctified…that you will one day be glorified but…I 
can’t talk to you like that yet. 

2. Why? Second thing he says. Because your acting like you don’t even have the Holy 
Spirit dwelling in you. Back in chapter 2, spiritual people are people in whom the Spirit 
dwells. And Paul says if the Spirit dwells in people…his presence within them is 
characterized by his active, powerful, transformative revelation of the depths of God to 
them. If the Spirit is in you He is cultivating the mind of Christ.  

3. And so the assumption follows…if the Spirit is at work in you…you are growing more 
and more in your love and understanding of God…you desire him…you long to know 
him more…and as your understanding of His grace, glory and power increases your self-
centeredness, your man-centered view of the world shrivels…your love for the world and 
the things in the world…is continuing to dim. 

4. If this isn’t going on…Paul says….I am not ABLE it says in Greek, to address you as 
spiritual people but as people of the flesh…mere humans…people who have no 
fingerprints of the Spirits presence in your life. 

2. Now it’s extremely important that we hear that statement in the context of what is going on 
in Corinth. And for the love of God listen to me…what I am about to say is matter of life and 
death. Are you listening? When Paul says this…he is saying this to people who regularly go 
to church, regularly gather for worship. He is saying this to people who have sought 



direction on moral issues…there are areas where they honestly want to know how to 
properly behave themselves. He is saying this to people who have had spiritual gifts 
regularly manifesting themselves among them. Do you know that that means…none of that 
stuff is the ultimate indicator of whether or not the Spirit dwells in you. Those all might be a 
part of the compass but none of them the needle that points North. 
1. For Paul…what makes you Spiritual…the true indicator of whether or not the Holy Spirit 

actually dwells in you is whether or not you are growing in your love for God and the 
mindset of Christ.  

2. Peter says the same thing in 2 Peter 1:10. He gives a list of virtues that characterize the 
mind of Christ and he says “Therefore brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your 
calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way 
there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

3. Can good works save you? Absolutely not. But whether or not your love for God and 
others is growing is one of Paul’s chief indicators of whether or not you are actually 
saved. You make your calling and election sure by striving to grow in these things. 

3. So here is the first thing that characterizes spiritual immaturity…even if you are truly born 
again…the first characteristic is that you are not growing in your love for God and others. 
1. Are you growing in your love for God and others? How would I answer that question? 

Let me offer a suggestion. And while I can’t prove this from Scripture…it seems to be 
consistently true in what I’ve seen, what I’ve heard from other pastors, and what I‘ve 
read from church history. You can’t really answer that question in terms of days, or 
weeks or months. You really have to answer that question in terms of years. As I look at 
my life in terms of years…do I see over the last several years a growth in my love for 
God…or not. 

2. If the answer is no, you need to realize that that is a bad sign. If God the Father’s purpose 
for those who love Him is to make them like Christ…and the Son died and rose to bring 
us into relationship with Him…and the Spirit’s whole purpose in dwelling within God’s 
people is to reveal the life changing knowledge of God to us…so that we would know 
Him more…and you don’t see any of that going on in your life you need to cry out to 
God with all your heart and ask to change you.  

3. Your subjective experience isn’t the ultimate indicator of salvation…after all Paul says 
that the Corinthians are struggling with this but he still calls them brothers…in fact it’s 
probably not even all that helpful to spend your time asking am I saved or not…you 
should just go directly to God Himself and say Lord I don’t see this in my life…would 
you please reveal yourself, and your glory to me in such a way that I will want you more. 
Will you work in my heart so that I would desire you more…please please please don’t 
leave me in this spiritually precarious position. That is what you should do.  

4. And if you see evidence of God doing this in you over the years praise God…let that 
motivate you to seek him more and more. 

4. Now Paul goes on…I couldn’t address you as spiritual people…but as infants in Christ. I had 
to feed you with milk and not solid food because you were not ready. AND HERE IS THE  
CRUX OF HIS ISSUE WITH THAT…AND EVEN NOW YOU ARE NOT YET READY 



1. When Christians are newly born again into the faith they are like infants. They have that 
whole framework of ideas I talked about in the beginning that need to be 
deconstructed…patterns of behavior that need to be fundamentally realigned…they need 
to learn to take baby steps before they try to run, they need to be fed milk and not meat 
until they are ready for it. That all makes sense. In fact if you think about it, that is kind 
of a tender metaphor. I was like a mother who nursed you, Paul says. 

2. But Paul isn’t singing lullabies here. He is upset. And the reason he is upset is because 
they are four years old in the faith and they are still acting like infants. He wants to take 
them deeper into the gospel and they are still stuck on step 1.  

3. By the way, quickly: what is milk and what is solid food. Our minds tend to run 
immediately to the book of Hebrews where milk and solid food seems like a metaphor 
for basic christian theology vs. advanced christian theology. Which it’s not. It’s a contrast 
between pre-Christ judaism, vs. post Christ judaism. But in any case, you have to be 
really careful when your doing that…because different biblical authors can use 
metaphors in different ways for instance…Peter in 1 Peter 2 uses the metaphor pure 
spiritual milk of the word as a reference to deep gospel theology. They aren’t in conflict 
they just use word pictures in different ways. They are allowed to do that if they want to. 

4. Similarly Paul here isn’t implying that the gospel of Christ and Him crucified is milk…
and the goal is to get you beyond that to more complicated theological concepts. In the 
mediterranean goat milk and goat meat come from the same animal.  

5. He says in 1:30 that Christ Jesus is wisdom from God, righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption. Jesus Messiah…King Jesus is the what and the who of all Christian 
understanding. King Jesus and that King Crucified is the chief pursuit of all our 
learning… 

6. But they haven’t even moved beyond the central gospel call to repent and believe. They 
are walking in pride…not walking in repentance. They are trying to be like the world…
instead of trying to be like the Maker of the world. Paul wants to take them into the 
depths of the glory of God in Christ…but they still aren’t walking in a pattern of 
repentance and belief. 

7. This is the second indicator of Spiritual immaturity. If you are not walking in a pattern of 
repentance and belief you are still acting like an infant in Christ. Now let me clarify what 
I mean by this. Walking in repentance and belief in Christ is not identical to being a 
moral person. It’s not thinking of your christian life as characterized by things you do 
and don’t do. Maturity in Christ is getting past trying to be good…to recognizing you are 
not…and you are wholly dependent on grace to be changed…and that Christ is alone is 
your only hope for God’s blessing and favor in your life. 

8. When you get to the place where you finally forsake all hope in yourself…when you 
finally let go of trusting your flesh to sanctify you…you are ready to go deeper into the 
gospel…you are ready to grasp more fully and comprehensively what Jesus death and 
resurrection means…it means I have to die…I have to stop trying to save myself…I have 
to stop trying to cling to the sins that have granted me the illusion of security for so 
long…I have to let go and fall down into that death…and trust God to raise me up to life 
and the other side of that obedience and truth. 



9. But if you aren’t even at the place where you are walking in a pattern of repentance and 
belief you aren’t ready to go there yet. You aren’t able to go there yet. You need to 
humble yourself under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you. So here is what I have said…spiritual maturity is marked 1st and foremost by a lack 
of growth in your love for God and others, and second if you are still stuck on step one of 
the gospel. If your life is not characterized by repentance and faith. If you aren’t there 
you are spiritually immature and you need to repent of that and cry out to God for help. 

5. But it’s not enough to know what spiritual immaturity is…you need to understand why you 
or someone else in this church is stuck there.  

6. Paul says in verse 3, you are still of the flesh…you are stuck in this state of immaturity 
because you are not operating your life in response to the Spirit of God….you are operating 
in response to your flesh.  
1. But tell me what that practically looks like Paul…he says For while there is jealousy 

(internal attidues) and strife (outward sins) among you, are you not of the flesh and 
behaving only in a human way? Verse 4 For when on says, I follow Paul and another I 
follow Apollos are you not merely being human? (acting like you don’t the Spirit) 

2. What is the point of this…he is saying the issue isn’t really the issue…the issue is not 
whether Apollos is the right guy or Paul. That is completely beside the point. The 
problem is that all of you corinthians are responding to one another in the flesh and not in 
the Spirit. The problem Corinthians is that you are giving yourself the freedom to walk in 
continual unrepentant sin. 

3. You are focused on human teachers and human standards of wisdom…and who is the 
greatest among you…and none of you are focused on Christ. None of you are walking in 
step with the Spirit of God.  

4. You know how a person stays a spiritual infant? You know how a person limps along in 
their Christian life without ever growing? They just let themselves feed on sin. They 
come to church listen to the sermon…might even have some emotions in response to 
it….and then go back to their life…and don’t set their minds on things above for the rest 
of the week. They don’t pray, they don’t read the Word, they don’t take deliberate steps 
to sanctify their sins and pursue righteousness. They do a bunch of other stuff. They 
perpetually set their minds on the world and the things of the world so that they don’t 
even notice that they are continually walking in the flesh with out repentance. 

5. The Corinthians in verse 4 are loudly boasting of which party they belong to and it hasn’t 
even occurred to them that they might be in sin. They are focused on themselves, and 
where they stand in relation to each other and none of them are focused on Christ…they 
are going through life with a man-centered view of the world and this is made evident by 
the fact that they remain spiritual infants…and their complete lack of sorrow and 
repentance over their sins. 

6. This is what spiritual immaturity looks like and how it is prolonged. You aren’t growing 
in your love for God and others…you are still on step 1 of the gospel and nothing 
immanent is going to change because you are unrepentantly continuing in your man-
centered view of the world. And this is an extremely dangerous place to be spiritually. 
Remember 2 Peter…the person who is stuck here and has no reason to be sure of your 



calling or your election…and so if you are stuck there…you need to cry out to God for 
grace to change. You need to cry out to the redeemer to work powerfully upon your heart 
so that you WILL desire God…so that you will hate sin…so that you can make your 
calling and election sure. 

Spiritual maturity is not for the seminary graduate. It’s not found by obtaining the esoteric 
wisdom of scholars…spiritual maturity doesn’t come from reading thick books and long 
lectures…it doesn’t even come by obtaining spiritual highs in response to the occasional act of 
obedience…it comes by humbling yourself like a child and choosing to pursue God…pursuing 
Him in the Word and in prayer day in day, day out, month after month, year after year, purposing 
to obey all that he reveals to you. And as you set your mind and heart to doing this…you will 
find yourself growing deeper and deeper into the knowledge of God and His gospel. You will be 
like a tree firmly planted by streams of water…whose leaf never withers and which always bears 
fruit in it’s season, because this is what the Holy Spirit is trying to do in you. 

What is the implication of all this? The implication is that God expects us to grow. Not just as 
individuals but as a church. Remember this is written to a group of people not just to an 
individual person. Every year we talk again about ways we want to pursue growth as a church, 
and this is one text among several that teach us to think that way. But because this is written to 
the whole church…the assumption is that the church’s spiritual growth is all of our 
responsibility. Those who are mature have an obligation…a duty in the gospel to make disciples 
to help others grow…and if you are immature in the faith…you have an obligation to seek that 
kind of help. And if you don’t Paul seems to suggest that you are putting yourself in a spiritually 
dangerous position. But let’s talk a little more about that. Let’s now turn our attention to what 
spiritual maturity DOES look like. 

What spiritual maturity looks like - living with a God centered view of the world 
1. Paul picks up the issue of verse 4 and runs with it. It’s not just that your attitudes are carnal. 

It’s not just that your attitudes are all wrong and fundamentally unspiritual…it’s that your 
logic is broken. 

2. The first thing this is teaching us in the context of the letter is how you ought to think about 
your pastors and elders and leaders as a church. He is kicking the legs out from underneath a 
broken man-centered view of Christian leadership and replacing it with a God centered view 
of Christian leadership. You can insert what then is Apollos, with what then is Josh, what 
then is Brad Mortensen, what then is Steve Sando, or Bernie Mills, insert the name of many 
of the other leaders or teachers in this church. 
1. Well what are they Paul? First and foremost…they are servants. Whose servants. Your 

servants? No look down at verse 9…it says we are God’s fellow workers. And the 
grammar in greek in that sentence tells us that we are God’s possession…Paul and 
Apollos are fellow workers that belong to God. 

2. So coming back to verse 5…whose servants are we first and foremost? God’s! That is 
extremely important to understand when you are trying to form a mature understanding 
of what I and we as leaders are supposed to be doing. We are supposed to be carefully 
avoiding two fleshly alternatives. On the one hand we are not first and foremost YOUR 



servants…though we of course are called by God to serve you. We are first and foremost 
God’s servants. Which means we can’t make decisions and lead in directions that we 
think are going to make YOU happy. We have to lead in directions that we think will 
make God happy. And maturity means…wanting us to do that above all else. Praying that 
we would do that. Looking for ways to HELP US do that better, especially if that means 
disagreeing with something that looks unbiblical or could be more biblical. 

3. But there is an extreme on the other hand…we don’t want to lead as servants of you…but 
we also don’t want to lead as though you servants of us. Riding roughshod over your 
consciences or concerns. Mature, biblical spiritual leadership doesn’t think about the role 
of pastor, elder, teacher, leaders…as someone who is here to serve you…but it also 
doesn’t think of you as the one who is here to serve me…mature spiritual leadership says 
I am a servant of God, and only God…and all of my serving of others is defined and 
ordered by His will and His ways. 

3. But on top of that we are not only called to be servants of God…but we are also to recognize 
that we are nothing more than vessels of God’s working in power. Paul and Apollos are 
servants THROUGH WHOM you believed. Something not from me…passed through me…
to you and now you believe. I was an instrument God used to bring about your faith. There is 
another preacher I listen to sometimes named Paul Washer and I’ve heard him say a number 
of times…there are no great men of God…there are only weak, broken, pitiful men that our 
Great God has used in mighty ways.  
1. We don’t put too much stock in the value of individual leaders because they are simply 

vessels. They are simply men that succeed and fail…they are men who will rise and 
fall…that will remain faithful or falter in their faithfulness…but GOD. GOD GOD 
GOD…is the one at work through broken people. 

2. That is why you should never leave the church because a leader fails, or falters or cracks 
under the pressure. We are, all of us, just vessels that a mighty God chooses to use. 

4. And finally, to finish building out a spiritually mature perspective on biblical leadership in 
the church…Paul says we are servants…we are vessels…and at the risk of introducing 
controversy…we are divinely appointed to our role, it says in verse 5 As the Lord assigned 
to each. 
1. What is the assignment he is talking about….well he says in verse 6, I planted, Apollos 

watered, but God gave the growth. He is saying that God gave me the function of apostle 
to the gentiles…God called me to one aspect of helping you grow…then He assigned 
Apollos a different role in your growth. But both of these things come from God. 

2. The role of planter…and the role of waterer are assignments from God…they are things 
that God has called individuals to do in time and space.  

3. So is there such a thing as people being called into ministry by God Himself? I would 
submit to you respectfully, understanding that there are people in this room that disagree 
with me…that the New Testament has a consistent way of describing the call to ministry, 
and God Himself is always the author of that call. I don’t want to labor this point to 
much, but if you would like some additional texts, 2 Corinthians 2:17 says “For we are 
not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by 
God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.” Also, 1 Tim 4:14; Col 4:17 and 2 Tim 4:5.  



5. But at the end of the day that’s not really the point here…the point is that God has called 
some of us to do some things in helping you grow…and other people to do other things…
and at the end of the day…you don’t want to exalt the field hands for the crop because 
ONLY GOD can cause us to grow.  

6. He who plants he says in verse 7, he who plants and he waters is nothing except God who 
gives the growth. We don’t exalt human teachers for four reasons then, 1.) because they are 
only servants of another, 2.) because they are only vessels God uses to create faith, 3.) their 
role in your growth is given to them by God…they didn’t choose for themselves…it 
wouldn’t have shaken out differently if they were smarter or better looking…their role was 
given to them by God…and 4.) Finally, at the end of the day they can only plant seeds and 
add water…they are completely helpless in actually causing life to spring up in power 
among you. Only God can do that. Where we see tons of spiritual fruit and growth in 
people…the leader had a role to play to be sure…but that growth…all of it…actually comes 
form God.  

7. And while this text is speaking specifically of God’s ministers in the church…I think a 
convincing case can be made from the rest of the NT that all of us are taught to think of 
ourselves this way…servants of God…faithful vessels through whom faith is established in 
others…in the context of life that God has assigned to us right now. 

8. That means fathers and husbands…you are supposed to look at this paradigm for leadership 
and recognize that this is giving you the blueprint for spiritually mature leadership in your 
home. You are called to be a servant of God…a vessel of faith…joyfully embracing the role 
he has given you recognizing that your calling as dad and husband and employee and 
whatever else comes from God. It’s been assigned to you so that you would be a servant and 
vessel for Christ in that context. 

9. This is as true for the stay at home mom’s as it is for the single working person or student or 
child. In your God given place in life right now…you are called to be a servant of God…and 
a vessel for faith…and you are to serve your master King Jesus…with the joyfully 
acknowledgement that all growth comes from God. 

10. In other words you spend your life looking at the world of who you are, what you do and 
why you do it from a GOD-Centered perspective. Who I am…a servant of God. What I do…
serve Him as a vessel for faith. Why I do it? Because He has loved me and redeemed me and 
made me His own by his own power and grace. 

So what I have tried to say…I have tried to say that spiritual immaturity is essentially living your 
life with a man-centered view of the world…and spiritual maturity is living your life with a God-
Centered view of the world. Now I want to quickly close with a brief reflection on why you 
should earnestly pursue growth (which is to pursue intimacy with Jesus) in your life. 

Why we should all strive to be mature workers - the harder we strive the more of Christ we 
will experience forever 
1. Let’s look at verse 8… 
2. [8] He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to 

his labor. [9] For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. 



3. So he now closes this portion of the argument by saying…you shouldn’t boast in men, 
particularly Apollos and I because we are laboring for the same goal, the glory of Christ and 
the flourishing of the church. We are one. It might look to you like we are doing totally 
different jobs, planting and watering, but at the end of the day both of us are just trying to 
help the field grow. We are one. 

4. But then he says something else…he says we are one…and each will receive his wages 
according to his labor. Now what is that about? That brothers and sisters is about eternal 
unperishing, unfading rewards in glory that we will experience forever and ever. Amen. 
1. Now I’m not sure what you’re background is with the concept of spiritual rewards but I 

know the subject is prone to significant misunderstanding. People say…how can there be 
different degrees of reward in heaven if Jesus is all my hope and all my righteousness? 

2. And the misunderstanding stems from a failure to distinguish between justification and 
sanctification. Justification is the means by which a guilty sinner is declared righteous 
before a holy God. No one can justify themselves…the only way a human being can be 
justified in God’s sight is By Grace…God works first upon our souls…THROUGH 
FAITH…we are not saved because we have faith…faith is the instrument by which we 
receive JESUS CHRIST who is our salvation…we are JUSTIFIED by grace, through 
faith…in Christ. That is the way in which Jesus is all my hope and righteousness. 

3. But God’s goal is to take us from justification into sanctification…he doesn’t want to 
declare you justified and leave you as a spiritual infant in Christ as we have just seen. He 
is working all things together for good in Romans 8 IN ORDER TO conform you to the 
image of Christ. This is also what the Spirit is trying to do. 

4. And while our justification is unilater…God alone accomplishes this…our sanctification 
is bi-lateral..both God and I participate in it. And exactly how all that works is a mystery 
but Scripture clearly affirms both…I have a role and God has a role and the only way my 
role is effective is if God makes it effective. 

5. But what I am saying is this…at the return of Christ…God will declare his people justified…
and after that there will be rewards for obedience that endure forever and ever. 

6. What is that reward? Well without starting to teach another text…I think it can be understood 
from Paul in Philippians 3 that he strives in this life to know more of Christ now…so that he 
will be able to know more of Him at the resurrection. That the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus as the reward for his labor…is an increased capacity to know Him forever and ever in 
eternity. To see Him…to experience him…and this wont make u proud it will make u humbl 

7. Here is why you should strive to grow in maturity…because if you do you will se more of 
Christ forever. 

How can you be more of a servant of God in the field God has placed you? 
How can you be a better channel of faith to those around you? 
How can you be more thankful for the role God has given you today? By choosing to focus 
on the good that God is doing in and through you rather than focusing on the difficulty of the 
process 
How can you better focus on the great reward for faithful labor? By focusing on God as the 
center of the world… 
COMMUNION:


