
BOASTING IN THE CROSS 
An exposition of 1 Corinthians 4:6-13 
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INTRODUCTION 

PROBLEM: The corinthians are puffing themselves up, acting as though they are capable of 
making infallible judgments over God’s servants. They boast in men and not in God…because at 
the end of the day they have a profound sense of pride in their own understanding. But their 
understanding of everything is shaped by their culture, and not the Word of God…their 
understanding of what good leaders are and what good leaders do is shaped by the thinking of 
Corinth and not by the cross of Christ. It is shaped by pride and not humility, by the world and 
it’s values not the teaching and example of Jesus. And this broken thinking bleeds into virtually 
every area of their spiritual life…not just in their thinking about leaders. It affects how they think 
about church discipline, and food sacrificed to idols, and marriage, spiritual gifts, etc. 
 But the problem is not just their deep sense of pride in their own understanding, but 
also their fundamental lack of cross-centered wisdom. It’s not only their focus on exalting 
themselves…but also their lack of focus on exalting Christ that defines their sin. I’m going to 
suggest that this struggle is near the root of many of our struggles against sin. Why is it hard to 
share the gospel with a stranger…because deep in our hearts we don’t want to be embarrassed…I 
don’t want to fall from grace in the eyes of others…I struggle with the reality that deep down 
there is a part of me that would rather be exalted, than see Christ exalted…PRIDE; and I would 
rather keep my life and self-respect and my self-esteem than lose it for His sake (lack of cross 
centered wisdom).Why is it hard to honor Christ at work or at home or in difficult 
circumstances? Same reason. Why is it hard to strive for holiness when no is looking? Because 
when it’s between me getting my way and Christ getting his way in me…there is a tension. My 
pride says “I want what I want and I want it now even if it means sin” …and Christ in His 
wisdom says you’ll be happier if you deny yourself and follow me. And when I reject his 
wisdom…and act upon my own wisdom… my actions declare that I actually think I know better 
than He does…my actions declare my pride, AND lack of cross centered wisdom. 
 But cross centered wisdom does the opposite. Cross centered wisdom doesn’t ask how 
can I maintain my pride, how can I get what I want in the world… cross centered wisdom says 
how can I most glorify my God in this situation, regardless of what it costs me. Cross 
centered wisdom says, whether by life or by death I want to magnify the name of the Triune 
God; by my pleasure or by my pain I want to have more of Him. Cross centered wisdom says 
how can I be more like Jesus and have more of Jesus in this situation. Cross centered wisdom 
looks at the crucified and risen Christ and says that is the heart of obedience that I want to have; 
not in theory; but in my heart. I want to take pride in being made like Him…I want to boast and 
sing that I get to participate in His mission to bring glory to God for eternity. Jesus is my Lord 
and He has promised that in the path of obedience His joy will be in me and my joy will be made 
complete (Jn 15:11)! Rejecting pride and embracing your cross is about pursuing LIFE+JOY! 
 When you are struggling with your circumstances do you obsess over how to get what 
you want…or do you struggle over how can I get more of God…how can I be more like Christ? 



DO I default to taking pride in myself and my idea of what is best…or do I default to taking 
pride in the cross of our Lord Jesus? HERE IS THE REAL QUESTION to talk about today: Do I 
think God gives crosses that end in death and sorrow alone? Or does God give crosses that lead 
through death and sorrow to resurrection, life and joy? 

MAIN POINT: Taking pride in the cross is the path to life, so follow Jesus into His death 

CONTEXT: This morning we will continue unpacking Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, 
please turn in your bibles to 1 Corinthians 4:6-13. We have been listening closely as Paul has 
been dealing with factionalism in the church, people dividing up into cliques based on their 
preference for one teacher over and against all the others, and the undergirding pride that 
produces such cliques. And He has been systematically deconstructing their fleshly arrogance by 
demonstrating that these attitudes are out of step with the gospel, they deny their utter 
dependance on the Spirit for understanding, it reflects a completely distorted view of leadership 
in the church, and it is an utter failure to exercise God-centered judgement about themselves and 
others. 
 And it is at this point that our text takes a somewhat unexpected turn. Paul is going to tell 
us some things today that are going to be just as shocking, and just as contrary to our sensibilities 
in 21st century christianity as it would have been in 1st century Corinth. And I think it’s 
important to acknowledge this up front because because there is a temptation when the Word of 
God confronts a deeply seeded cultural sin to simply assume…there is no way the text can mean 
that. But this reaction cannot be tolerated in ourselves. We must humble ourselves under the 
Word of God and be prepared to receive it meekly as words which can save our souls. 
Fortunately, in some ways the cumulative force of everything we have been reading in 1 
Corinthians so far has been getting us ready to hear this to some extent…God’s wisdom seems 
like folly from the perspective of human wisdom. That the wise in this world crucified the Lord 
of glory…but the foolish, the poor, the weak the lowly were chosen to shame the wise so that no 
human being might boast before Him. Let’s humble our hearts and open our minds to hear… 

READING: 1 Corinthians 4:6–13 “I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your 
benefit, brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you 
may be puffed up in favor of one against another. For who sees anything different in you? What 
do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not 
receive it? 
 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have 
become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you! For I 
think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, because we 
have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but 
you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in 
disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and 
homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, 
we endure; when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the 
world, the refuse of all things.” This is the word of the Lord 



PRAYER: Do I think You gives crosses that end in death and sorrow alone? Or do You give 
crosses that lead through death and sorrow to resurrection, life and joy? Faith will embrace one 
of these two answers…the first will result in anxiety, fear, restlessness, a lack of peace in every 
sorrow…the other will produce an always rejoicing faith in the midst of sorrow. God grant holy 
light, grant the life-giving, freedom imparting faith that comes from beholding your glory…and 
knowing your holy character…and so trusting you to be faithful to your promises…as we focus 
not on what is seen but on what is unseen. In Jesus name, amen. 

ROAD MAP: 1.) The folly of taking pride in ourselves, 2.) the occasion for pride in ourselves, 
3.) the alternative to pride in ourselves 

The Folly of taking Pride in Ourselves: You have no reason for pride in yourself because 
everything you have is a gift. 
1. Let’s start by looking closely at verse 6. Paul begins by saying “I have applied all these 

things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn…” 
1. So this takes us all the way back to chapter 1:12 where Paul introduced the problem of 

saying I belong to Paul, I belong to Apollos and I belong to Cephas. This whole argument 
from the first four chapters has been my attempt to show you Corinthians, using myself 
and Apollos as examples, why it is stupid to puff yourself up against each other. 

2. Just as Apollos and I don’t put stock in human wisdom but in wisdom from the Spirit…
so you should do the same. Just as Apollos and I see ourselves as nothing more than field 
hands in the vineyard of the Lord…who have roles appointed by God…so you should do 
the same. Just as Apollos and I have been careful how we have built God’s temple so 
should you be Corinthians. Just as Apollos and I don’t see the church as here to serve us, 
but we are here to serve her…so you should do the same. 

3. I have used myself and Apollos in all of these examples WHY? For your benefit 
brothers that you may learn. Paul’s goal was to benefit the Corinthians, and to help them 
learn. This is tremendously important to understand. Our goal in correcting someone who 
is in sin, is to benefit them that they might learn. The goal isn’t to chastise. The goal isn’t 
to put someone in their place. The first step of church discipline isn’t to punish 
someone…though I think some of us think about it that way. The first step of church 
discipline (namely you going to another and talking with them about a sin or a sin pattern 
you see in their life), is about benefiting them that they might learn. 

4. And this has ramifications for how we go about doing it. For instance with Paul…he is 
dealing with people who have a tremendous amount of pride. And rather than calling 
people out by name, which I probably would have done…he takes the more indirect 
route of addressing the specific sins, generically to the whole congregation.  

5. IF you call a proud person out directly and specifically their reaction is to throw up a 
wall and either reject your assessment or deflect blame. But either way the wall goes up 
and they become incapable of hearing your word of correction (at least in the moment). 
I’ve seen this many times. Proud people never think they are wrong, and they always 
default to assuming they are right in conflict…and that assumption is reinforced hourly 
in their private thought life.  



6. So how do you correct that person with a view to benefiting them that they might learn? I 
suppose one might choose to start that conversation by applying things to themselves, 
rather than the other person because that tactic typically helps proud people lower their 
guard. When the guard is up you can’t help. And if your goal is to benefit the person that 
they might learn why NOT humble yourself to bless them? 
1. Why not be willing to be the negative example, why not call your own pride to bow 

before God’s purpose to benefit and teach His children through your prayerful 
correction? Why not imitate Christ in humility, counting others as more significant 
than yourselves, emptying yourself and taking the form of a bond-servant? 

2. I have applied these things to myself and Apollos, Paul concededs…to benefit you 
and to help you learn…because my role in God’s church is not about me and my 
pride but about God and God’s love that corrects His wayward children.  

2. Paul takes no pride in Himself…he is perfectly willing to talk about his contribution to the 
ministry as being next to nothing compared to what God does through Him….because as we 
will see in verse 7…what does he have that he has not received? He won’t boast because He 
can’t boast. He can take no pride in Himself because there is nothing to take pride in…and 
because of this He’s willing to lay his pride in the dust for the benefit and blessing of others. 

3. But not their blessing in general…he has a specific blessing in mind. Let’s look back at verse 
6…his goal and the lesson he wants them to learn is, that by observing his words and 
example they would not go beyond what is written that none of you may be puffed up in favor 
of one against another. 

4. I’ll be totally honest with you, this second half of the text is hotly debated. Some of your 
translations are closer to how the NIV translates it saying “so that you may learn from us the 
meaning of the saying, “Do not go beyond what is written.” And what it essentially boils 
down to is do you think when Paul talk about not going beyond what is written, is he citing a 
Corinthian or a rabbinical slogan about conventional wisdom, or is he talking about not 
going beyond the Old Testament.  
1. And so conceding that there are some very smart people who disagree with me, it seems 

somewhat obvious to me that Paul is referring to the Old Testament texts he has been 
citing…if not the whole Old Testament in general. 

2. He elaborates on what he means by don’t go beyond what is written by saying that none 
of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. So he doesn’t want us to go 
beyond what is written so that none of you may be puffed up. So how could that work? 
Well if you go back and look at the OT texts he has cited…for instance in verse 3:19-20 
he says “God catches the wise in their craftiness and “the Lord knows the thoughts of the 
wise that they are futile.” Two warnings about not putting much stock in your own 
wisdom and ability to discern true things about the nature of divine realities. Well that 
might teach me not to be puffed up against others right? 

3. In fact if you go back and look at all the OT texts Paul cites in the letter they all have the 
same basic point…you human beings don’t really know that much…therefore don’t trust 
your own wisdom or the wisdom of the world over God’s wisdom. The world in it’s 
wisdom crucified Jesus. That’s not trustworthy. Even if God’s wisdom seems like folly 
from the perspective of world wisdom, trust your God and not yourselves… 



5. So if I’m right…not going beyond what is written is not a statement about how to do 
theology, but a statement about humble obedience to the Word. It’s a call to recognize that 
human beings, corrupted by sin, always think they know better than God, they think they are 
more compassionate than God, they think they are more just and ethical than God, and Paul 
is citing numerous places in God’s word that testify that this kind of thinking is futile…those 
who think like this will be caught in their craftiness. 
1. But those who recognize this limitation in their own understanding will not puff 

themselves up over against others on the basis of their limited understanding. 
2. So let me bring this down to a 21st century application of this text. IF you walk around 

telling yourself your smarter than everyone else…God says you’re really not. IF you 
walk around trying to convince other people how smart you are…you are walking in 
futility. Which is a way of saying your life is meaningless, pointless, foolish, wasted 
pursuit. You aren’t that smart. IF you tell yourself you have a better understanding of 
how to live your life than the way of God’s commandments…you are wrong…and you 
will eventually be caught in your craftiness…or to say that another way…all of your 
better ideas are eventually going to turn on you. You’re so called superior wisdom will, 
or maybe is already demonstrating itself to be folly. 

6. But why. Why does God say this? What is the basis for this claim that God makes? Answer 
verse 7…Paul answers in a who, what, why question: “For who sees anything different in 
you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast 
as if you did not receive it? 
1. This verse is saying first…I have applied these things to myself and Apollos but you are 

literally no different than us. Just as I am simply a field hand in God’s vineyard…just as I 
don’t know anything except what God has revealed to me through the Spirit because of 
my limited wisdom…just as my message was not vindicated by my eloquence but by the 
Spirit’s presence…so all these things apply to you. Who sees anything different in you. 
How can you possibly puff yourself up in pride? 

2. But hold on…that’s not enough. What do you have that you did not receive? Are you 
proud because you are a great speaker? Who gave you that tongue? Are you proud 
because you think you are intelligent? Who gave you that mind? What do you have that 
wasn’t given you? Have you ever seen a person take credit for something that they didn’t 
really do? It’s kind of a sad, respect dissolving thing to witness isn’t it? And Paul is 
saying that is what you are doing anytime you feel proud about anything. 

3. There is nothing you have that wasn’t given to you and if it was given…how can you 
possibly boast…why would you do that? Why would you take credit for something that 
you didn’t really do? We serve this great, big wonderful loving giving God whose has 
given all good things for us to enjoy…and to bless others with…and we use it as a reason 
to puff ourselves up against others. And we can do this with literally everything… 

4. “If you worked as hard as me you would have a good job like I do”…yeah but who gave 
you that job? Did you open the door of opportunity for that job? Or did it open by virtue 
of circumstances and forces that were outside your control? We can do this with how we 
parent our kids, how we steward our money, with the kind of books we read or church we 



attend, we can look at things we have received from God and boast in our hearts as 
though we did not receive it? 

5. What is Paul getting at here. He is getting at the first point…taking pride in yourself is 
foolish because everything you have is a gift. This is the folly of taking pride in 
ourselves. IT is just wrong at the most basic level. You can’t act like you are the author of 
something you didn’t create. You can’t boast in something that God authored for you as 
if you authored it yourself. That is not just blasphemy…it’s dumb. It’s embarrassing.  

6. And Paul has applied all of these things to himself and to Apollos for our benefit that we 
may learn not to think more highly of ourselves than we ought…that we might learn not 
to go beyond what is written. That we might put less stock in ourselves and our own 
wisdom and more stock in the Word of our God. This is the folly of taking pride in 
ourselves…let’s now look at the occasion for taking pride in ourselves. Let’s turn our 
attention to verse 8. 

The Occasions for taking Pride in Ourselves: You were given no examples of pride in 
yourself, since God appointed us to suffering…you created your own occasion for pride. 
1. [8] Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have 

become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you!   
2. In case you can’t hear it in the tone of the text…Paul here is being sarcastic. Having sort of 

eased into his correction of the church in Corinth, he begins to sharpen his statements. You 
already know everything…you already have everything…you are already exalted in your 
own minds…man and you did all this without any help from the apostles. Wow. You must be 
really really amazing. 
1. This negative judgement over the Corinthians pride and sense of smug self-sufficiency is 

very similar to how the Lord Jesus addresses the church of Laodicea in the book of 
Revelation. He says in Rev 3:16-17 “So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor 
cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need 
nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked. 

2. You think you are one thing…but you are actually the opposite thing. You think you are 
really smart and successful but you are actually blind and poor. You have two proud 
groups of people…one in Corinth and one in Laodicea and the Lord speaks to them in 
very similar ways. You think you have everything you want…you think you know 
everything, you think already have everything, you don’t think you need anything but 
you are completely wrong… 

3. IT’s probably important to stop here and recognize that pride and self-awareness rarely 
go hand in hand. Or to paraphrase the Puritan Matthew Henry, those who think highly of 
themselves rarely think rightly of themselves. This is why the proverbs say over and over 
again that the wise man gratefully receives correction where as the fool hardens himself 
against it. Proverbs 17:10 says A rebuke goes deeper into a man of understanding than a 
hundred blows to the back of a fool. 

4. What is the implication here…the implication is we DO need each other…and is is utter 
folly to think we don’t. We don’t know everything…we don’t have everything…we 
haven’t been exalted by God to a place of flawless understanding and we need to not 



only recognize that, but embrace our dependance on God to teach us…both directly by 
His Spirit and indirectly through His children…the church. 

3. Paul says at the end of verse 8 And that you did reign that we might share the rule with you. 
Man that would be great if we really did live in the time where understanding is perfected, 
and we finally do have everything we need. Because then my ministry and the ministry of all 
your apostles would be fulfilled and we could finally think like you infants in Christ think. 

4. IT’s not that we simply DON’T think like you guys, it’s that we CAN’T think like you guys 
WHY…because the LORD Jesus, has called us to take up our cross and follow Him for the 
glory God. [9] For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men 
sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men.  
1. God has exhibited the apostles this says. God is illustrating something through the 

apostles, he is making something known…he is making them a spectacle to the world to 
angels and to men…by appointing them to a life of profound suffering. 

2. This is what God has done. So let’s step back and take a breath…and look at that for a 
minute. This is saying the world is not playing out like a movie in your head…where you 
are the main character and the events of your life are ultimately revolving around you 
and your personal experiences, whether good or evil. This is saying that God exhibits 
some people to be last of all…to live a life like someone who is sentenced to death…to 
make them a spectacle to the heavens and the earth, a spectacle of what? I think I can say 
with a relative degree of certainty based on everything we’ve seen in the first four 
chapters that they are made a spectacle to show that Christ the Lord is the wisdom and 
power of God.  

3. That when Jesus becomes righteousness and wisdom and sanctification and redemption 
to His people then all things become their’s whether Apollos or Paul or life or death or 
things present or things to come…all are ours because we are Christ’s and Christ is 
God’s. 

5. In any case, regardless of the precise force of what he is meant to exhibit to the cosmos…the 
point is extremely clear…God put the apostles in scary, painful difficult situations so that 
they would be living illustrations of something that was greater than themselves, for reasons 
that come from God, and not from their circumstances. 

Now brothers and sisters it’s important to see what Paul does not do with this statement…and 
this is the sharp critique of our own cultural presuppositions are you ready? 
1. Paul does not feel sorry for himself. Paul does not use this as an opportunity to think of 

himself as a victim. In fact in a moment he is doing to do the exact opposite. Paul doesn’t 
emotionally collapse under the weight of this burden like a wet paper towel trying to pick up 
a boulder. Paul doesn’t look at his circumstances through the lens of a godless worldview 
and say poor me, every one should feel sorry for me and how bad I have it. He doesn’t take 
for granted that if something is hard and difficult than I should run away to something that 
makes me feel better. He doesn’t take for granted that he ought to serve his own comfort…he 
takes for granted that he ought to serve His God whether it makes Him comfortable or not. 

2. That kind of thinking is everywhere around us. It’s in how the news is reported, it’s in how 
TV show’s tell the stories, it in the music on the radio it even shows up in some of the 
christian blogs I read. Poor me, look at how hard my life is. And I know this sounds harsh…



but I’m saying this because I love you. That kind of thinking is for the servants of smaller 
gods. That kind of weak, bendy, baseless, emotionally driven faith is for people who serve 
the god’s of happy, hurry and worry. Not those who abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
That kind of thinking doesn’t live in the same universe of those who say all things are mine, 
whether Paul or Apollos whether life or death…all things work together to serve me and 
glorify God through me because I am Christ’s and Christ is God’s. 

3. Paul looks at his situation and says God has appointed my fellow apostles and I to bear 
uniquely painful crosses in order that we might better exhibit the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ to the entire universe. Which God do you serve? 

4. Do you serve a God who dwells in His people in the power of His Spirit…who is constantly 
praying for you at the right had of the Father…and who is causing all things to work together 
for your good and to conform you to the image of Christ? Is that Your God? If that is your 
God than what can be impossible for you? If that is your God than why would you set your 
heart to serve something smaller and less powerful…less life-giving and less faithful. When 
did happiness ever promise I will never leave you nor forsake you? 

5. When did the vision of a pleasant life ever sing over you when through the deep waters I call 
you to go the rivers or sorrow shall not overflow for I will be with you your troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to you your deepest distress? 

6. It is God alone…who talks to us this way. It is God alone who is capable of making and 
keeping these kinds of promises. When this God gives you a cross to bear and says take it up 
and follow Jesus you are forced to answer the question by faith…do I believe that embracing 
this cross will lead only to sorrow and death? Or will it lead through sorrow and death to life 
and joy and resurrection? 

7. And I would never ask you to cast your faith out into the dark so that you don’t know where 
it lands…I would call you in the name of God Almighty to cast your faith on the Son of God 
crucified for sinners…to put your faith in God, who so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son so that whoever would believe in Him would not perish but have 
everlasting life. Stop being cast to and fro by every wave and wind of feelings that anchor 
you to nothing but your flesh…anchor your soul to the son of God, who is a ROCK sure and 
steadfast and who can finally give you rest to your weary soul. 

Paul says your pride is absolute foolishness because everything you have was given as a gift. 
And second he says your pride has no occasion for existence since the example you have in us is 
the opposite of pride…we gladly suffer for Christ’s sake. The implication is…you have created 
your own occasion for pride. So I have said…1) pride in yourself doesn’t make any sense. and 
2.) pride in yourself has no reason for existence except the ones we invent in our own minds…
let’s now turn our attention to the righteous alternative to pride in our selves. 

The Righteous Pride of the Apostles: Taking Pride in the Cross as the way to life. This 
means embracing death as the way to life…losing your life in order to find it in Him,  it 
means taking up your cross to follow Him, it means counting everything as loss for the sake 
of knowing him, the power of HIs resurrection and the fellowship of HIs suffering…it 



means the first will be last and the last first…that the greatest among you will be the 
servant of all…it means finally excepting God’s verdict over human values and wisdom…
that we are so foolish that we think God’s wisdom is folly. 
1. Let’s look at the last three verses [10] We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in 

Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. [11] To 
the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, and 
we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; 
[13] when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, 
the refuse of all things. 

2. Wow. So this is what the wisdom of the cross looks like when it’s modeled. One of the key 
phrases for understanding this is in verse 10…we are enduring all of these things for Christ’s 
sake. You are avoiding them…you are taking pride in the opposite…we are content to look 
like fools for Christ…while you are busy trying to convince everyone how wise you are. We 
are content with being disreputable for Christ’s sake while you are laboring to appear 
honorable to the world. We are content to sacrifice everything and to respond to reviling with 
blessing, to persecution with endurance, to slander with entreaties ALL FOR CHRIST 
SAKE…because we love Him and we want to be made like Him. 

3. You are in the life saving business and we are in the life losing business. You are in the 
trying to be great business and we are in the trying to make Christ look great even if it makes 
us look weak, incompetent and foolish business. 

4. What is Paul doing here…Paul is taking pride in the cross. Paul is savoring the opportunity 
to follow in the footsteps of Christ and he is going to URGE the Corinthians in verse 16 to 
imitate him in this. This way of life in verse 17 he says is something he teaches everywhere 
in every church. Do you see that? Everywhere Paul went He taught gospel and taking pride 
in the cross. He teaches the church to live for greater things than the empty calorie food of 
this world. He teaches them to develop higher tastes for greater pleasures than pleasant 
circumstances. 

Application…and the way we need to respond to this text is by fighting to put to death 
those aspects of our heart that look at this wisdom…and call it folly. We need to put to 
death that part of our heart that is still hanging on to wanting my life my way right now…
and devote ourselves to embracing the life God has given us and choosing to do everything 
we can to glorify Him in it. 

Following Jesus into death means following Him into looking like a fool, following him into 
weakness, into dishonor, and disrepute…it means following him no matter what it costs you…it 
means seeking first the kingdom and God’s righteousness and entrusting God to add everything 
else to you. It means doing hard things that may cause you to physically suffer, to be 
inconvenienced. Taking with Chris Haugey about how obeying Jesus will serious mess up your 
life. 

So what do I do? How do I respond to this message? If we look inside and see weakness. If we 
look inside and see more hunger for the junk-food of worldliness than hunger for the soul-



satiating joys of heaven, we need to confess this to God. We need to acknowledge it before Him 
and plead with Him to change us. But we need more than what we are capable of doing in and of 
ourselves. We need the Spirit to reveal the depths of God to us. We need the God who said let 
light shine out of darkness to show in our hearts the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. We need the Living God to work upon us in power on the basis of his 
covenant mercy and life-giving grace. 

We need to repent and ask God to grant us the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, to work in us and to reveal to us the depths of God. We need to plead with God to show us 
the glories of heaven to the end that it would cause us to hunger and thirst for righteousness and 
pleasures at the right hand of the throne of God. 

In denying myself and refusing to indulge my sin…I am not resisting pleasure but pursuing it. 
By being willing to embrace looking weak, I am expecting to find the power of God in my 
weakness. I am not simply turning away from worldly things I am looking toward heavenly 
things…toward God and every spiritual blessing He gives in the heavenly places. 

Like the freedom that comes from the confession and forgiveness of hidden sin and secret 
shame…the freedom that comes from knowing no matter how badly I have sinned…no matter 
how many terrible implications there will be…God really forgives me…receives me and loves 
me because of the blood of His son. 
Like the blessing and utter liberty that comes from forgiving others and not holding onto 
bitterness like a yoke around your own neck. 
Like the wonder of receiving the setting of the sun and the shining of the stars as a visible 
communication of the glory and beauty and power and love of God 
Like the rest… that comes from being done with trying to please the fickle sensibilities of the 
world around you…from finally letting your guard down around everyone and simply living for 
the ONE Whose opinion and pleasures never change… 
Like the unyielding hope one finds in finally realizing AND EMBRACING that you don’t live in 
a godless world cast to and fro by your feelings and your circumstances but by the guiding 
powerful hands of the God who says I will be with you in the water and the fire because you are 
precious in my sight… 

These blessings come from embracing the cross not resisting it. These blessings come from 
taking pride in the cross…not despising it.  

2 Corinthians 4:16–18 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self(1) is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are 
unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.


