
GLORIFYING GOD IN 2018 
an exposition of various texts 

West Hills Evergreen on January 7, 2018 

INTRODUCTION: Christ is Risen! Praise be to God. Welcome to the 2018th year of our Lord. 
For those of you who do not know, I’m pastor Josh and this morning we are gathered as a church 
family to worship the living God and to give glory to His great name. But this Sunday we are 
going to go about that in a way that is slightly different than normal. On a normal Sunday 
morning we open a book of the bible, read it, explain it and apply it for our joy and God’s glory. 
But on very specific occasions, and only for significant reasons, we will break from that pattern, 
to look back and look forward at what God has done and seems to be doing in our local church.  
 For the past three years we have used the last Sunday of every year to look back at a 
handful of specific ways God was at work among us by hearing testimonies from a handful of 
individuals. We then use the first Sunday of every year to talk about ways we would like to 
pursue growth as a church. And of course, what I mean by growth is not numerical growth but 
spiritual growth in or worship, our love and evangelism together. 

Problem: As we look back at the year that was, and look ahead with a renewed sense of energy 
at the year that lies before us, we face two temptations. The first is the temptation to give 
ourselves permission to keep chugging along like normal. We would succumb to this 
temptation in one of two ways 1.) by resisting the idea that there are ways we need to change and 
grow, by saying we’ve already got it all figured out or 2.) by denying the power of God that 
change and growth were possible, nothing is gonna work why even try. The second temptation 
is to let ourselves become overwhelmed, or overcome by the number of ways we need to 
change and grow. We would do this by letting ourselves get pulled in ten thousand different 
directions all at the same time, instead of clearly identifying the first meaningful steps forward 
that get us moving in the right direction. Trying to live as if life were a sprint instead of a 
marathon.  
 And so what is the answer to both temptations, of doing nothing or trying to do 
everything? The answer I think is to have a clear understanding of why we exist. And why do we 
exist? For the glory of God. Not to sort of bring glory to God, we exist to bring perfect glory to 
God. And when I am confronted with the bigness of this task, I am instantly shaken out of the 
idea that I wouldn’t need to change. On the other hand, when I reflect on the greatness of the One 
I am called to glorify, I am also humbled by the reality that there is no way I am going to figure 
this all out overnight. And so what’s left? What’s left is what our elders and leaders have 
attempted to do over the last several months, which is to look to the Lord and to His Word with 
humility and zeal for His glory and say, show us the first steps forward. And today I want to 
share with you the fruit of that patient prayer, that earnest seeking, and that thinking about the 
year to come. And praise God it’s not complicated: here is my main point today -  

MAIN POINT: If God wills, 2018 will be a year of fanning the flame of worship, love, 
evangelism and prayer with gospel power for the glory of God. 



PRAYER: Before we say anything else…let’s bring this morning, our plans, and our desires to 
the Lord in prayer 

BLUE PRINT: Today we are going to do several things, 1.) look at what we saw God do in our 
church last year from a broad perspective, 2.) we are going to look at a biblical text 2 Tim 1:6-7, 
and discuss how we are thinking about the coming year from a biblical perspective, 3.) tangible 
steps we want to take to fan the flame in our church, 4.) give you an update on church finances 
and staff announcements, and 5.) close with a biblical charge as we begin a new year together 

WHAT HAPPENED IN 2017  
1. So let’s start with what actually happened last year. When we got together on January 8th of 

2017, I gave a broad description of what we were trying to accomplish. I said like Paul in 
Philippians 3, we are going to strive together for maturity in Christ, for the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. And I used maturity as my metric fully recognizing that that is almost 
impossible to accurately measure but we had some specific ways we felt like we needed to 
do that.  
1. First, we made a few changes at the church wide level, that, on the surface seem subtle 

but in fact are significant in ways that are not immediately obvious. For instance we 
shifted our values from gospel community mission to worship community mission 
because we felt it was probably more accurate to talk about the gospel as the 
fountainhead from which our values flow, rather than one value among others. This has 
helped us think more clearly at the elder level about what we are actually trying to 
accomplish, as well as to better emphasize the centrality of our worship which God has 
claimed for Himself in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

2. The second big change we made last year was me made an amendment to our doctrinal 
statement, by adding a paragraph on our theology of marriage. This provided an 
opportunity to renew existing memberships and to discuss why we have membership 
with people who had not yet become members. By the way if you haven’t renewed your 
membership since that change was made please do that, and if you are not a member of 
the church and would like to become one, please talk to me I would love to facilitate that 
for your good and for the glory of God! 

2. At a more practical level, one of the ways we felt a particular burden to pursue growth as a 
church was to grow in love and fellowship together, especially where we had apparent 
differences such as age, different church culture backgrounds, phases of life etc. We went 
about pursuing this growth by talking about it, by teaching on it for six weeks during our 
summer series, by Stephanie and Pat McCoy organizing our table for 8 dinners where we had 
dinner with people outside our own community groups and phases of life to get to know one 
another and hear each others stories. A number of people went about pursuing this in their 
own ways, like Stacy Oliver pursuing women to attend the women’s bible study who never 
had before.  
1. And now it’s 2018 and I don’t know if you individually can see it as clearly as I can but 

the difference is night and day. No church is perfect obviously, but I am so encouraged 
by how God has been at work breaking down barriers and in particular, I am encouraged 



by how many people took tangible steps that they perceived to be relationally risky or 
scary to try and grow in how they express love and openness and hospitality towards 
people who they may not know very well or who are at different stages of life. 

2. In fact I want to stop for a moment and just thank God for how He worked among us in 
this way and pray that He would do so more and more. Would you pray with me? 
(GENERATIONS OF LOVE PLEASE!) 

3. Along with growing in love, we sought to be provide better equipping for women who 
wanted to grow in their ability to interpret and apply the Word of God with other women in 
the church. I went about this by providing a hermeneutics and shepherding class over the 
summer and we had six women get all the way through it which was extremely encouraging. 
One of the conditions for participation was the commitment to teach others what you are 
learning and have learned so Lord willing, this training will continue to bear fruit for the 
years to come. 

4. Additionally we sought to invest into the health of community groups. I went and visited 
all the community groups except for the Luce group AH>> sorry, since this is one of the 
primary ministry vehicles of our church, and the primary context for worship, fellowship, 
and shepherding outside of Sunday mornings. And as I went around town and visited the 
groups and spoke with group leaders, what I found was really encouraging. Most people who 
are in groups are growing, their groups are consistent, and they understand what they are for 
praise be to God! If you are not in a community group, and are looking for a way to be more 
connected I would STRONGLY encourage you to join a community group.  
1. Not just for community but for accountability and to establish another healthy pattern for 

worship in your week. 
5. And finally, the last thing we committed to last year was to pray for our church’s 

evangelism. We tried to be better about creating opportunities to highlight missions and 
evangelism by having a local and a global missions month, I tried to talk about it in sermons 
more, but mostly we sought to pray and to ask you to pray about our growth in that area.  
1. How do you think that went? Dude this was an amazing year for missions in our church, 

both at home and abroad. We had another year of good participation at Joni and Friends 
by many of you young folks here at Evergreen which of course is amazing every year. 
We had another solid year of evangelists going into our local juvenile hall to provide 
worship services and gospel preaching for the incarcerated, as well as a number of folks 
participating in the La Casa missions trip to Mexico.  

2. But alongside our normal annual outreach, the grace of God caused a surprising number 
of additional evangelistic works to materialize from among our congregation. This 
included international missions trips by Tabitha Mills to Japan, Kathleen Tuckness to 
Uganda, Jose and Lucia Martinez to Mexico, Monica Monari to Benin and Cameroon w 
Mercy Ships and Steve Salazar, Justin Madison and myself going to Uganda. That’s just 
what I can remember…did I miss anyone? 

3. And while God called some of us to cross oceans and national boundaries for the name 
of Jesus, he worked in others to cross town for door-to-door evangelism in east San Jose. 
For the past, I don’t know 5 months or so? A little team led by Chris Gatihi, the 
Madison’s and Jason Trapp have been taking church member’s to preach the gospel 



house to house whoever God has opened doors. And another encouraging aspect of that 
is that side-by-side with that ministry, God has been stirring a number of us to pray and 
fast for this outreach the day before and the day of it’s occurrence. Praise our God! 

6. Who should get glory for arousing this fire for missions among us? As far as I can tell, all of 
these things happened independent of each other. Who should get the praise? Praise be to 
God our Father the creator and sustainer of all things, the Lord Jesus Christ who is the savior 
and redeemer of mankind, and the Spirit of power who brings life and light into the world 
though the church for the praise of His glorious grace. 

7. Can I just say…it is amazing to be able to look back at tangible things that happened last 
year and affirm you for them. Are we perfect? No. Did we grow significantly last year? Yes 
we did…I can’t see hearts…but I can see actions. I can’t see hearts but I can hear attitudes. 
I’m just a man. But I’m just a man who is your pastor, and here is what I see. God has been 
at work in us…God has been at work in you and in me praise His holy name! 

So this is what happened big picture, in 2017 from the limited human perspective of your 
elders and leaders. There is much more that could have been said but this is the big ways we 
saw the Spirit move, and there is MUCH to be encouraged by I think. And so considering what 
I’ve just said…this was the first year where we sat down as elders to talk about growing in the 
coming year and there was no specific area that was blaring at us. After talking and praying, we 
obviously have ways we would like to pursue growth but it’s not because we see a major 
problem. Rather, it’s that we see growth happening and we want to fan the flame…we want to 
blow on the embers of what we saw God doing. So let me briefly talk with you about 2 Tim 
1:6-7 and how it’s framing the way we think about next year and then talk through some tangible 
steps we would like to take to pursue growth as a church family. 

WHAT GOD SAID THROUGH PAUL TO TIMOTHY 

2 Timothy 1:3–7 [3] “I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as 
I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. [4] As I remember your tears, I long to 
see you, that I may be filled with joy. [5] I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt 
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as 
well. [6] For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through 
the laying on of my hands, [7] for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control.” 

So I can’t unpack this text in supreme detail but let me briefly break this down into three parts. I 
want to look at what God commands Timothy to do, why He commands Timothy to do it, and 
finally how Paul teaches him to obey the command. 

So WHAT DOES PAUL COMMAND TIMOTHY TO DO 
1. Let’s look together at verse 6. Paul says FOR THIS REASON…and of course we want to 

stop and look at what he means by that. Paul is about to give Timothy a command but that 
command is founded on a premise. What is that premise. And the answer is in verse 5…I am 



reminded of your sincere faith…So in verse 6 Paul says I am going to exhort you to 
something because you are a true believer in Christ Jesus.  
1. In verse 5 The word for sincere their is actually a negative word anhupokritou. The prefix 

A- which negates something…hupokrtios…which is the greek word for hypocrisy. A 
hypocrite who holds people to a standard which they themselves do not live up to. Paul 
says, because you have a faith that is without hypocrisy…I am asking you to do this.  

2. Do you strive to have a faith without hypocrisy? Do you strive to serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ with a pure faith, an undefiled conscience and an undivided heart? Than listen to 
what God says to Timothy through Paul. 

2. Because you have a faith without hypocrisy verse 6…I remind you to fan into flame the gift 
of God that is in you through the laying on of my hands.” What is that a reference to? Well 
the first thing we should observe is that, whatever it is…it is the gift of God…which means it 
didn’t come from Paul…it didn’t come from man…it came from the Lord…and if it came 
FROM the LORD that how did Timothy come into possession of this gift? Well it was verse 
6 THROUGH the laying on of Paul’s hands. So this gift came from God…and was give to 
Timothy through Paul. So what could this gift be? 
1. Most commentators see a clear link between what Paul says here in verse 6 to what Paul 

said to Timothy before in 1 Timothy 4:13-15, I think they are almost certainly right. In 1 
Tim 4:13-15 Paul says “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, 
to exhortation, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have which was given you by 
prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. Practice these things, 
immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress.” 

2. So what is this gift that God gave, through Paul, and apparently the other elders…it was 
the responsibility to teach and shepherd the church in the truth. This is further confirmed 
back in 1 Timothy 1:18 when Paul tells Timothy again “This charge I entrust to you, 
Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by 
them you may wage the good warfare, holding faith and a  good conscience.” And of 
course Paul is telling Timothy to faithfully discharge the duties he gave him when he left 
him in Ephesus to charge people not to teach different doctrine, to correct with the 
truth…apparently to function as a teaching elder pastor. God called and commissioned 
you to this work Timothy…and this calling came through the laying on of hands by me 
and the council of elders…no fan that call into flame. 

3. So let me put this a little more simply…Paul is saying you were called by God through me to 
service in God’s church. And now…because you have a faith without hypocrisy fan that gift 
into flame. Grow and strive to fulfill your calling more faithfully. How do I know that that is 
what Paul means. Well look down at the text. Paul explains Himself in verse 7.  
1. FOR…the whatever fanning the flame is, it is directly related to verse 7. God gave us a 

spirit not of fear…but of power and love and self-control. So not fanning the flame looks 
like having a spirit of fear…but FANNING the flame requires possessing a Spirit of 
power and love and self-control. 

2. So Paul is writing to Timothy to exhort him to fan the flame of his calling…namely to 
function as a shepherd/elder/teacher in the church, and he exhorts him to do this by not 



allowing himself to succumb to fear in this duty…but to increase…to look to the Holy 
Spirit to give Him power, love and self-control. 

So this is what Paul commands Timothy to do…to give Himself to what God called Him to, to 
fan the flame of his calling by the power of the Spirit. And this makes even more sense when we 
look at WHY Paul commanded Timothy to do this. 

Why is he commanded to do it? 
4. The first obvious answer…but really this is a primary theme of the whole book is in verse 8 

Don’t be ashamed. Don’t be ashamed of what? Don’t be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus, nor 
of Paul’s imprisonment….nor be overcome with discouragement because of the suffering 
you face because of your calling.  Instead…share verse 8 in suffering for the gospel by the 
power of God. 
1. So Paul tells Timothy to stoke the flames of his calling with power, with love and with 

self-control. But the reason he tells him to do this is because walking with Christ is full 
of opportunities to feel embarrassed. To feel ashamed. To feel discouraged by the 
suffering and the struggling and the resistance you face by God’s opponents. If I had time 
I would show you all of the different places that Paul exhorts Timothy to not be 
ashamed…to suffer like a good soldier…to not be discouraged even if everyone deserts 
you since at my first defense, no one stood by me, everyone deserted me, but the LORD 
stood by me and strengthened me. 

2. But when you think about all that it starts to make sense why God through Paul is 
exhorting Timothy this way. When you start trying to seriously obey Jesus…when you 
start trying to live out a real faith that is without hypocrisy…there are a lot of 
opportunities for discouragement. Following Christ means taking up a cross. 

3. Following Jesus means choosing him over your flesh and blood family. Following Jesus 
means loving enemies who don’t love you back, it means taking up a towel and washing 
the feet of your betrayers…it means saying if there is any other way let this cup pass 
from me, nevertheless not my will but yours be done. Glorify your Son in me that the 
Son may glorify you. 

4. When you set your face to do that…you know what happens…you start bashing against 
the gates of hell as Jesus tells us in Matthew 16…and you know I’ve found? The devil 
doesn’t like that very much. And so when a pastor like Paul sees an ember burning in a 
young man who wants to serve the Lord…but he sees opposition beginning to mount 
against faithfulness to his calling…God says through Paul…fan the flame Timothy. Fan 
the flame.  

5. If you get a fire roaring and then you stop stoking it what happens? It goes out. 
6. The gift must be fanned because faithfulness produces suffering and opportunities to feel 

embarrassed or ashamed…faithfulness to our calling produces discomfort. And we can do 
one of two things with that…we can stop stoking the fire because that is more comfortable…
or we can keep stoke that fire and pursue LIVES THAT ARE ABLAZE FOR THE GLORY 
OF GOD, regardless of how uncomfortable it makes us.  

7. Let me ask you to honestly ask yourself a question. WHICH OPTION DO YOU REALLY 
WANT? 



1. A comfortable life with no fire that will pass away into eternity? Or a life of fire, of 
passion for God that comes with discomfort, a life of risk, of putting yourself out there, 
of losing your life in the eyes of the world so that you can find in Christ…a life of 
faithful fire that will burn for ever and ever for the glory of GOD? 

2. It seems like the choice should be obvious! 
8. So coming back to 2 Timothy. What can happen when you send a young man who is full of 

fire, to Ephesus to shepherd the flock and rather than meeting with perpetual success, he is 
met with perpetual opposition? What can happen? The fire can dim. What can happen? 

9. The same thing that can happens to a church when you start evangelizing, you start growing 
in love for each other, you start striving to grow in prayer and worship, but you are not met 
with perpetual success..the fire can dim. The opportunities for discouragement and 
disappointment are legion. So what does Paul tell timothy to do? To fan his calling into 
flame. 
1. And by implication he calls each of us to fan our own calling into flame. Maybe you’re 

not called to be a pastor elder like Timothy…you are still called to be a worshipper, and a 
faithful member of this church family and a missionary servant to the world. 

2. All of us who claim to have a faith that is without hypocrisy are called to consider our 
own calling as worshippers, as a member of this church family and as evangelists and say 
how can I fan the flame of my calling. How can I be less governed by fear and instead 
strengthened by God for power, love and self-control. 

10. How can I be less ashamed of my worship of God…in my relationships, with my family, at 
my work place…and be more governed by power, love and self-control. How can I share the 
gospel this year….not from a spirit of fear…but from a spirit of power, love and self-control. 
Does this make sense? 

So Paul commands Timothy to grow in faithfulness to his calling…and the reason he calls him to 
do this is because a life of faithfulness is filled with opportunities for discouragement, to feel 
embarrassed, for disappointment. But now I want to ask HOW. How do we fan this flame. I 
understand that I’m called to do it…I understand why…tell me how? 

How does Paul teach Timothy to fan the flame God gave him? 
11. Well we start by recognizing it is something that I do… God tells Timothy to fan it…but it is 

also something that God does in verse 8…share in suffering for the gospel by the power of 
God. How does that mystery work, where does my action end and God’s begin? I don’t 
know. I have some theories…but here is what you don’t do…times a billion…what you 
don’t do is use mystery as an excuse for disobedience. You don’t use the mystery of how it 
works as an excuse not to obey the command to fan the flame as best you know how in full 
submission to God’s power, reign and purposes. 
1. So when Paul wants us to stoke the fire of our calling, when He wants to strengthen our 

resolve for obedience, to be empowered for faithfulness…HOW DOES HE TEACH US 
TO DO IT? There is one primary way…and he says it a bunch times in different ways 
but here it is  



2. You fan the flame by: applying the gospel to ourselves by the power of the Spirit. We 
are strengthened 2:1 by the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The full scope of Grace that God 
gives us in Christ, abiding in it is how we fan the flame…actively seeking God to apply 
it to ourselves is how we stoke the fire and press on. 

12. In 1:8-9 we share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God…why because…and Paul 
proceeds to list tons of gospel realities from which we are meant to draw strength. 
1. He saved us…we were condemned by sin…we had no hope and were without God in the 

world but Christ laid down his life in our place for our sins to not only forgive us but set 
us free from sins power! He saved us! 

2. Then he called us to a holy calling. He didn’t just rescue us from judgement and sins 
power, but he ransomed us from the futile ways inherited by our forefathers and called us 
to a holy life… a life of meaning…a life of purpose…a life that brings honor to God, and 
functions like salt and light to the world. When he calls you to suffer for his sake he says 
blessed are you…when you mourn and hunger and thirst for his sake he promises you the 
kingdom of heaven. He didn’t just save us he called us to a holy calling… 

3. And he didn’t call us because we knew what we were doing 2 Tim 1:9…not because of 
our works but because of his own purpose and grace…everything that happens to me is 
happening because of the gracious purpose of God. Everything I’m struggling with is 
happening under his meticulous dominion…and as a consequence of his steadfast love 
and faithfulness. 

4. And he’s not figuring this out on the fly this grace and purpose was given to us in Christ 
before the ages began… BROTHERS AND SISTERS PAUL  literally goes ON AND 
ON…how do we start fanning the flame? With Gospel POWER. You wanna know where 
gospel power is? It’s in the eternal pre-existence, the birth, the life, the suffering, the 
death, the resurrection, the ascension and the heaven reign of Christ in glory. You wanna 
stoke the flame of your obedience…go seek Christ in eternity past and let your gaze 
follow Him into eternity future. 

13. And because we have this great gospel we can fan the flame of our calling recognizing that 
by the strength that Jesus gives we are capable of unbelievable things: 
1. For instance: you can choose right now, that you won’t let yourselves be governed by the 

frenetic actions of the world around us that keeps us from knowing and serving each 
other or from making time to pray and evangelize…but instead walk in self-control.  

2. We don’t let ourselves fear discomfort as we strive for more love and holiness in our 
relationships together in Christ. And we refuse to let fear or shame sap us of the Spirit’s 
power to bear witness to the gospel of Christ to strangers. 

14. As we fan into flame the calling God has laid upon each of your lives, the reality is that you 
will all encounter obstacles to obedience, opportunities to be discouraged or reasons to be 
embarrassed or ashamed. But our strength to continue was never meant to come from 
success in ministry, IT IS MEANT TO COME from the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
1. If I go way out of my way to show love to others only to not have it reciprocated, or 

worse, rejected…I will find myself closer to the stone that the builders rejected; the 
Christ who was despised and rejected by men.  



2. If I work up the courage to finally go out evangelizing and end up getting a door 
slammed in my face or something else that grieves my heart…I will find myself more 
and more in the company of the man of sorrows who was acquainted with grief, and 
more and more aware that I am blessed when men reject us on account of Him. 

3. If I start trying to bear some responsibility in shepherding this church, and investing in 
the people around me…and find myself weak, and incapable and overwhelmed at the 
task…I will finally find myself gloriously confronted with a real, actual opportunity to be 
strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus…as you fan the flame of my obedience, 
with the strength that God supplies, empowered by the gospel of your crucified, buried 
and resurrected Lord. 

I can’t make anyone do this. I can only show you from God’s word that God has called you to 
this and call you to obey Him. But the other thing we can do is work hard to create opportunities 
that can serve as good first steps for the fanning the flame of your obedience. So how are we 
going to do this in 2017? 

TANGIBLE STEPS IN 2018 to fan the flame 

First let’s talk about mission. 
  The first way we would like to grow in the area of mission is to more effectively connect 
our own prayer and fasting with the evangelistic efforts of people from within the church. We 
would like to pray more corporately on Sundays for missionaries going out, both locally and 
internationally, and better organize our weekly fasting for these efforts. A big part of how that is 
going to happen LISTEN TO ME: IF you are going out for the gospel’s sake this year…we are a 
family. We want to pray and fast with you as you go. In addtion, we are hoping to organize a 
formal Easter outreach to the Evergreen neighborhood by hosting an outreach event at 
Evergreen Park next to the Community Center. We are praying that this is something the whole 
church can help with, and participate in, as we seek to reach our city with the gospel of God. 
 In the area of community, we are hoping to create more opportunities to interact as a 
whole church. Several deacons are in the process of planning opportunities in the spring and 
summer to gather as an entire church family for edification, fun, and relationship building with 
one another! We are also hoping to use this years’ summer series to teach on marriage and 
family within the local church, including how people besides fathers and mothers contribute to 
godly family dynamics among the people of God. Along with this, the elders have been 
discussing practical ways we can more effectively shepherd those who are unable to attend 
community groups or participate (for whatever reason) in the normal relational ministries of the 
church, by being more purposeful about one on one discipleship. Finally, as you have already 
heard, David Burchfield will be transitioning from his role in Evergreen to a full-time role at the 
Morgan Hill campus. This is God’s rich provision for both the Burchfields’ (who needed a full-
time role based on their family dynamics), and the Morgan Hill campus, who needed a new 
worship leader. We are currently in the process of meeting with men who are qualified and 
capable of filling David’s role, and trusting God to provide someone who loves God and will 
glorify Him in the newly opened role. Please pray for David as he, Alicia, Jachin, Elijah and 
Karese make the transition back to the Morgan Hill campus, and for their ministry there. Pray as 



well for the elders as we seek to vet someone who will not only serve Christ effectively at our 
campus, but serve the church with a Christ-like love and faithfulness. 
 In the area of worship, there are several significant changes on the horizon. The first is 
that we will be shifting our form of communion back to receiving the bread and the wine 
separately. There are many reasons for this, but perhaps the most significant are the desires to 
maintain the tactile distinction between the elements of the Eucharist (the wine is bitter, the 
unleavened bread is earthy and crunchy) as well as to better emphasize the meaning of each 
element as Christ Himself did. Additionally, we are hoping to offer another hermeneutics and 
shepherding class not only for women, but for men as well! This will allow those who are 
already engaged in shepherding the church to receive further training and sharpening, and those 
who have never shepherded to gain the necessary tools to start. Finally, we are hoping to provide 
more opportunities—week in and week out—to allow members of the church to share ways 
they are seeing God work in their ministry or in the people around them. We desire to do this so 
that God’s greatness might be magnified and praised among us! This will start happening as an 
extension of the welcome time, and will be vetted by the elders before hand. Please contact 
Pastor Josh or Pastor Brad if you have something you would like to share with the church! 
 The last way we are seeking to grow corporately as a church institution is in the area of 
transparency. In order to establish a greater degree of openness between elders and 
congregation we have created a room on CCB that can be accessed by any member of the church 
who has a CCB account. This room will contain information about the church’s finances, elder 
meeting agendas, all the documents that explain the church’s authority structures, membership 
agreements, and details of deacon responsibilities. We are also hoping to continue providing you 
with an annual elder letter that puts all of these things in writing for your consideration. 

An update on where we are at as a church on finances 
staff announcements 

Charge: 2 Thessalonians 1:11–12 [11] To this end we always pray for you, that our God may 
make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by 
his power, [12] so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, 
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

COMMUNION


