
THE PRECIOUS PURITY OF A BRIDE 
An exposition of 1 Corinthians 5:6-13 

at West Hills Evergreen on January 28, 2018 

INTRODUCTION: Leaving the miracle of the church 

PROBLEM: We have learned over the past several weeks that Scripture calls us to love one 
another enough that we are willing to speak the truth in love when we see a brother or a sister 
who is walking in sin. And of course, the LORD does not mean live like a hypocrite—-going 
around with a judgmental spirit—calling people to do things that you yourself are unwilling to 
do. But as you strive to live a life of repentance and obedience, you will demonstrate love for 
your church family by honestly calling sin, sin when you see it, (brother what you just said 
sounds like greed, sister what you just said sounds like gossip) and clarifying what repentance 
looks like. 
 Now today we have to talk about the most uncomfortable part of this subject are you 
ready? We have been slowly ramping up to this…what do we do when someone won’t repent? 
What do you do when you say brother/sister, what you are doing is a sin from which you must 
repent. And they say, I don’t think that’s a sin. And you show them from scripture and they say I 
still don’t agree with you. And so you say, okay maybe I’m wrong. Let’s involve someone 
mature who can help us figure out who is mistaken here. And the more mature person says…no 
brother/sister…that is a sin and you must repent. To which they respond “I don’t want to repent.” 
Or “I think both of you are wrong, I’m not in sin.” What do you do?  
 We learned last week that the next thing you MUST do is involve the elders, and if they 
still won’t repent we must break fellowship with them. And what we are going to learn this 
week, and I’ll get into it in a minute…is that if you are not in church with that person…if they 
won’t repent you need to clearly, and openly in the sight of God, break relationship with that 
person. Tell them I can’t be friends with you if you are going to say you are a christian, if you are 
going to say that Jesus is your king and you belong to His kingdom and refuse to repent of your 
sins. We can’t continue to be friends like we were unless you repent from your sins.  
 And I feel relatively certain, that some of you are thinking to yourself…there is no way I 
could do that. You probably have someone specific in mind…who is probably a friend…who is 
living in unrepentant sin…telling people they belong to Christ. And as I tell you this your mind 
begins to flood with excuses and justifications about why you don’t have to do that…what would 
happen to the relationship, I don’t think they would respond well, isn’t this really mean…I doubt 
that would work it would probably just make things worse…or the worst thought of all…that 
doesn’t seem like the loving thing to do…as if you are more loving than Jesus Himself who 
commanded us to do this…today we need to talk about the most uncomfortable part of this 
subject but here is why…here is my point today ready? 

MAIN POINT: Purity in the church is about the glory of Christ, so if you love His glory, strive 
for purity. 
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SETTING THE CONTEXT: We are back in Paul’s first letter to the corinthians please turn in 
your bibles to 1 Corinthians chapter 5. Four years prior to the writing of this letter, Paul came to 
the city of Corinth and preached the gospel for 18 months. During his time there, the Spirit came 
in power and brought about the conversion of a good number of souls who formed the first 
church, the first christian community in the vast commercial city. But here is the thing about 
Corinth…it was a wealthy city full of profitable industries, innovative thinking, and cutting edge 
craftsmanship. And it was also a fountainhead of debauchery, idolatry, and all forms of sexual 
immorality. Towering over the vast community on the isthmus, was the temple of Aphrodite, the 
goddess of love. But the reality is that this temple had as much to do with love as it did to do 
with the worship of Yahweh, the God of Israel. 
 People did not travel to the temple of Aphrodite for love, they went there for sex. And 
this was reality for the early church in Corinth, they were born again into a place with city 
sponsored prostitution that occurred in broad daylight. Everywhere they went, they were 
confronted by inexpensive and convenient opportunities to break Jesus’ commands concerning 
sexual purity. And so Paul, while he was there, made sure to emphasize this aspect of Christian 
holiness while he was among them. But we saw in the beginning of chapter 5, that while Paul 
was gone, a problem had emerged. A member of the church was walking in clear, and 
unrepentant sexual sin and the church had done nothing about it. And God speaking though 
Paul was equally furious about both sins…the sin of commission: the person living in sexual 
immorality, and the sin of omission, the church looking the other way while it was happening. 
Did you know that failing to protect the purity of the church is just as serious as being the one 
who is actively defiling it? That seems to be the implication of the apostolic tone in the first half 
of chapter 5. But now we need to pick up where Brad left off and dig a little deeper into why this 
is such a big deal and what it looks like for us to take it seriously as a church. We are going to be 
reading from 1 Corinthians 5:6-13, let’s now humble our minds and open our hearts for the 
reading of God’s Word. 

READING: [6] Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump? [7] Cleanse out the old leaven  that you may be a new lump, as you really are 
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. [8] Let us therefore celebrate the 
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.  
 [9] I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—[10] not at 
all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since 
then you would need to go out of the world. [11] But now I am writing to you not to associate 
with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an 
idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. [12] For what have I to 
do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? [13] God 
judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” 

PRAYER: God, I confess on behalf of the churches in this part of CA that we have not been 
attentive to this command. I confess that we have collectively walked in the sin of omission, the 
sin of not dealing honestly with unrepentant sin in the church the way you have commanded us 
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and because of that, great reproach has come upon the holy name of Jesus. Would you forgive us 
Lord. I pray for each of us…that you would grant us a spirit of humble repentance, that you 
would lower us to the place of being teachable…that by your power you would enable every 
person in this room to sit at the feet of Jesus as a learner to receive as a child these things which 
you have so clearly spoken. Protect Spirit of God…from the terrifying sin…of thinking we are 
wiser than God, or that we have somehow become His counselor…for the sake of the purity of 
Your Holy bride…and for the sake of the Kingdom of God I ask, Amen. 

ROAD MAP: 1.) Why is the purity and discipline of the church so important, 2.) who does 
church discipline involve? 3.) What is required to maintain the purity of Christ’s church. 

WHY IS THE PURITY AND DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH SO IMPORTANT? 
1. Paul begins verse 6 of chapter 5 with a reaffirmation of verse 2. In verse 2 he brings an 

indictment upon the church saying sexual immorality is present in your midst and you are 
arrogant?! Ought you not rather to mourn? He says you are busy arguing about who is the 
greatest while you are tolerating unrepentant sexual sin in your midst!? Isn’t the right 
response to mourn? Shouldn’t you weep for the unrepentant in your midst? Now let me hit 
this one thing before we get into the meat of this text… 
1. I know that one of the things that people are always afraid of when talking about church 

discipline and church purity is becoming a harsh, judgmental, condescending, hyper-
vigilant…add your adjective kind of place. And many of the people who have that 
concern have witnessed or experienced a church that was like that. And that is a horrible 
abuse of this principle.  

2. If you are correcting people from pride you are in sin. It’s worse than that actually…1 
Peter 5:6 says God resists the proud. If you are correcting people because you like to 
look down on people…God is against you. 

3. On the other hand if sin makes you mourn…the way Paul describes in verse 2. If hurts 
your heart so see God’s children walking in sin and you go to your brother with a spirit 
of gentleness like we are commanded in Gal 6:1…you will not become a judgmental 
hyper-vigilant church. When we see a biblical command abused or misused…the wrong 
response is to stop obeying the command. The right respond is to reform and strive to 
obey the command correctly. I shouldn’t stop preaching the real gospel because  

4. Now here in verse 6 he affirms again “your boasting is not good.” The idea behind the 
words NOT GOOD is that your boasting is completely inappropriate. It is not suited to 
this situation. You have no reason to be proud of yourselves, you are not obeying one of 
the most basic responsibilities that Christ gave to His church. But why is this so serious? 
Why is failing to deal with sin so widely inappropriate? 

2. Paul then reaches back into history and uses an illustration from the Exodus of the Israelites 
from Egypt. He says FOR…a little leaven leavens the whole lump. Cleanse out the OLD 
LEAVEN that you may be a new lump 
1. If you are unfamiliar with this story, please excuse the brevity of this summary, if you 

would like to read the story in full you can find it in the first 14 chapters of the book of 
Exodus which is the second book of the old testament.  
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2. When the people of Israel were in slavery in Egypt God sent his servant Moses to 
command the Pharaoh to let His people go. When Pharaoh refused God poured out 10 
plagues on the land and it’s inhabitants utterly destroying the place of their captivity. The 
10th of these plagues was the promise that God was coming into the land of Egypt for 
judgment, and he was going to kill the firstborn of every household, whether Egyptian or 
Israelite, rich or poor, whether slave or free, whether man or animal. 

3. And He told Moses tell everyone, Egyptians included, that their only hope was to 
sacrifice an unblemished lamb and put it’s blood on their door post. And the people had 
this promise…when I enter the land for judgment, if I see the blood of the lamb covering 
your door post, I will pass by or pass over your house and spare the life of your first 
born.  

4. Once the blood was on the door post they were to do two additional things…they were to 
cook the lamb quickly by roasting it over the fire…and they were to prepare a new and 
totally unique lump of bread.  

5. And what that required was clearing their entire house, end to end from all leaven. If 
there was even a little leaven in the house it would effect the dough that God commanded 
them to make. And God desired that this particular bread was completely unleavened.  

6. And the reason for this was two-fold…the first was that it needed to be made in haste. 
They were commanded to prepare this meal with their sandals on and their belt around 
their waste so that they were prepared to leave the land of Egypt at the command of the 
Lord. Leavened bread requires time to rise…but Egypt was no longer their home…and 
because it was time to leave Egypt…God commanded that unleavened bread be prepared 
as a symbol of their readiness to depart, and as a remembrance that the land of Egypt was 
a land of affliction from which they had always desired to flee.  

7. So God commanded them to remake this bread every year until the time of Christ to 
remember that God brought them out slavery and out of Egypt in haste…and he did this 
to rescue them from their affliction.  

8. They would hold that bread in their hand year after year and be reminded that they used 
to be enslaved to the ruler of this world…but Yahweh had redeemed them through 
judgment by the blood of the Lamb and saved them, making them His own people for his 
own namesake. This unleavened bread, had no remnants of Egypt…after all you save 
leaven from the old bread and put it in new lumps to leaven it. This new bread is not of 
Egypt…it contains no material from our former slavery…because we are God’s people, 
rescued from affliction by the blood of the lamb and the leading of the Spirit of God who 
brought us through the waters, and safely to our homeland. 

9. And Paul looks back at that story and says…you Church…are like that lump of bread. 
Obedience means cleansing all leaven from your house and living as a new lump that 
contains no properties from your former slavery to sin. 

10. If you don’t do this he warns, a little leaven, a little bit of love for your former slavery 
will affect the whole lump. One person walking in unrepentant sin will affect everyone. 
So, the implication is, if you care about everyone, you will deal with the one person. 

3. And that’s the command he gives in verse 7, cleanse out the old leaven…but there is a 
couple reasons for this. First “that you may be a new lump.” I could probably preach the rest 
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of the time on that clause…IN ORDER FOR US TO BE A NEW TESTAMENT 
CHURCH…in order to actually be a new lump, we have to cleanse out old leaven. In order 
for us to actually be a church of Christ…we have to care about purity enough to exercise 
discipline with people who will not repent of their sins. Why Paul? Why is this so 
inseparably bound up with being a new testament church? I want you to look at this 
closely…  

4. He says “as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed.” 
You must cleanse out the old leavened so that you can be a pure people…because you have 
been made a pure people…HOW? 
1.  FOR CHRIST OUR PASSOVER LAMB HAS BROKEN HIS BODY AND SHED HIS 

BLOOD TO MAKE YOU A PURE PEOPLE. To make you unleavened.  
2. Follow the logic in reverse order…if Jesus has been sacrificed for you…than you really 

are unleavened…if you really are unleavened than you must cleanse out the old leaven 
that you may be a new lump. You know what that is saying? Paul is connecting the need 
for church discipline to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

5. Christ the Passover lamb has been sacrificed…to make you a new, unleavened lump. If you 
do not cleanse out the old leaven you are proclaiming a lie about the gospel of the Son of 
God. TO say Christ is your passover lamb is to say I am one who believes that God is 
coming in judgement against sin, and if God does not provide a way for me to be saved…I 
will be judged with everyone else. But God has provided a way for me to be saved by 
offering me refuge under the blood of the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
And the way He has taught me to enter into that refuge is to repent from my sins and to put 
all of my faith in Him to save me. 

6. That is what it means to say Christ is my passover lamb. I have turned from my sins and put 
all my hope in the sacrifice God has provided for my sins to save me.  

7. But this text doesn’t say Christ MY Passover Lamb, it says Christ our Passover lamb. When 
we assemble as a Church in the name of the Lord Jesus we are saying that WE ARE the 
people who have fled for refuge under the blood of Christ our Lord…and if someone is 
saying that with their mouth and denying that with their lives they are preaching a lie about 
the gospel of Jesus. 

8. This is what I mean when I say that the purity of the church is about the glory of Christ. As 
we strive for purity, the truth about Jesus is magnified among us. Now look closely at how 
Paul clarifies what he means.  

9. He says in verse 8, Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven 
of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Look at what that is 
saying… 
1. In the gospel we are invited into a perpetual celebration, we are invited into a weekly 

celebration of what Christ has accomplished on our behalf. And this celebration can 
openly happen as it is truly meant to if we refuse to celebrate it with the old leaven. And 
what is the old leaven…the old leaven is malice and evil…malice is ill-will towards 
other in your heart. It is the internal inclination or posture of wickedness towards others. 
And evil…the actual practice of wickedness.  

Page �  of �5 11



2. So Paul is saying we should not celebrate the new passover celebration with malice in 
our hearts and unrepentant evil in our actions. That is to live a lie about why Christ died. 
He was sacrificed to make us a pure lump. A new lump. But its important to see what he 
he sets as the antithesis to malice and evil…. 

3. not malice and evil…but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. That is so 
important to understand. He doesn’t condemn evil and then turn and stress perfection. He 
condemns evil and stresses openness and honesty. Sincerity and truth. 

10. The old leaven is the unrestrained tolerance of evil in your heart and in your actions. The 
new leaven is the free confession of those sins as sins and a sincere desire to repent and be 
cleansed from it. 
1. Anyone who has ever been involved in a community of people that do this understands 

what Paul means by this is a new lump…it’s unlike anything else on planet earth. 
2. To bring those things which have lived in darkness out into the light where people don’t 

judge you and condemn you for them but preach the gospel of grace and forgiveness and 
the power to heal in Jesus’ name to you? 

3. When church’s act like a new lump…marked by the celebration of the gospel with 
sincerity and truth…it’s like being a part of a family from heaven…it’s like being the 
citizen of a city that is not of this world…you become like a city on a hill, like a light in 
the darkness like a spring in the desert, like a fruitful Eden in the wilderness. 

4. But Paul warns…a little leaven can leaven this beautiful lump…therefore cleanse it out. 
If someone insists on remaining in malice and evil, they must be put out of the 
community until they can celebrate the festival with sincerity and truth… 

11. Why because Christ our passover lamb was sacrificed to create a community like this. There 
is nothing more beautiful or appealing than a community like this. Nowhere is love for 
Christ more fervent, sympathy and care for one another more tangible, and the preached 
gospel more powerful than in a place where God’s people care about church purity by 
striving for sincerity and truth. 

This is why Church purity and discipline is so so important…it is directly tied to the glory of 
Christ and the gospel of Christ…as well as to our ability to enjoy the beauty of God’s salvation 
in this life. So that is the way of purity and discipline…let’s now talk about the WHO of purity 
and discipline. Who does church discipline involve? 

WHO DOES CHURCH DISCIPLINE INVOLVE? 
1. The first thing: it does not involve non-christians. 

1. Verses 9-10 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—
not at all meaning the sexual immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 

2. Now what this is talking about is the need to exercise church discipline. We don’t 
exercise discipline and break fellowship with people who don’t claim to love and serve 
Jesus, and there are a couple of reasons for this: 
1. Reason 1: It is impossible. Verse 10 says to actually try and do this you would need 

to go out of the world. 
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2. But it’s important to see what he implies there. You shouldn’t do this because it 
would require you to withdraw from the world. To withdraw from society.  

3. In order to break fellowship with everyone who walks in unrepentant sin, you would 
need to self-consciously ignore Jesus’ prayer in John 17:15-18 when He says “I do 
not ask that you take my people out of the world, but that you keep them from the 
evil one….As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.” 

4. Paul is saying…you can’t withdraw from the world because that would require you to 
walk contrary to the will of God in Christ Jesus. You were sent to engage the world 
and bring the gospel to bear on the hearts and minds and lives of those who are lost 
and separated from God…not to withdraw from them. 

3. He then goes on to give two more reasons in verses 12 and 13. Paul says it’s not my role 
to spend my time judging outsiders, because that’s God’s job. By outsiders he means 
those outside the church. Those people have made no claim to desire holiness, they will 
tell you I have no desire to go to heaven, or see God. And again, what he means is…I 
don’t exercise some sort of church discipline with these people because they are not part 
of the church. 
1. He is not saying that I don’t care about them. My goodness the apostle Paul went 

everywhere telling people that their sin was sin and that if they did not repent God 
would judge them. But if they did repent they would receive mercy, and forgiveness 
and new life in Christ Jesus. Paul LOVED people. 

2. It is not those outside we are to judge it is those inside he says in verse 12.  
3. SO HERE IS WHAT THIS MEANS— LISTEN TO ME: If you are more willing to 

speak plainly about the sins of the culture than you are to speak plainly with the 
christians in your life about their sins THAN YOU are in sin. You have disobeyed the 
Lord Jesus and you have disobeyed Paul his apostle.  

4. Your primary concern is not judging outsiders, though of course there is a role for the 
church in speaking prophetically to the culture for the sake of the public good. But 
that’s not what Paul is talking about. Paul is talking about your primary concern as it 
pertains to you and the health of your local church. 

5. Your PRIMARY concern, in exercising judgment, your primary concern in 
preserving purity is helping your brothers and sisters walk with Christ in sincerity 
and truth. 

4. So the first thing…purity and discipline is not primarily concerned with non-Christians. 
So then who is it concerned with?  

2. Verse 11 I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if 
he is guilty of these various sins. Purity and discipline involve acts of judgement over those 
who bear the name brother (call themselves Christians) 
1. When it says if He is guilty…you aren’t supposed to imagine someone who falls into sin 

and is called out and repents but has the door slammed in their face anyway. That is not 
righteous, that is not biblical, and that is not what this is talking about. This is talking 
about when someone is living in unrepentant, observable, serious sin and you and others 
have gone to them, showed them that it is sin, and even with your pleading and prayerful 
admonitions they will not turn from their wickedness. 
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2. If you say you are a Christian….and you do this…the thing that the church must do is 
break fellowship with you…saying for the sake your soul…and in the hope that you will 
turn and be restored through repentance….we are proclaiming in Jesus’ name that you 
are not a member of the kingdom of God. You must repent to be restored, and apart from 
repentance you will die cut off form the mercy of our Passover Lamb the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

3. Now I want to be utterly utterly clear about what this does and doesn’t mean so I’m 
going to use an example. THIS is not talking about people who struggle with these things 
but are repentant and fighting their sins. 
1. When I became a Christian I was smoking weed and drinking every single day, I was 

doing cocain as often as I could get it, I was smoking a pack and a half of cigarettes 
and involved in numerous forms of sexual immorality. Then the Spirit of God poured 
into me one night as I was crying out to God and He changed my heart. But when I 
woke up the next day…it’s not as though the habits I had been developing over the 
past six years suddenly disappeared. And i was suddenly parting my hair on the side 
and singing in the church choir. 

2. That was a dogfight to break out of those old ways of life. And it took a while. And it 
was a fight with ups and downs and victories and defeats. But do you know why I 
never was put under church discipline? Because I continued to recognize that my sin 
was sin. I confessed it. I prayed for deliverance. I sought accountability. I kept 
fighting. When I stumbled…when I wanted to give up, I asked for help and kept 
praying. And so I never came under discipline. That’s not the kind of thing that Paul 
is talking about here. 
1. Remember, the emphasis is on sincerity and truth…openness and honesty not 

perfection. 
3. Do you know what happens that leads to discipline? You make peace with your sin. 

You say I’d rather have peace with my sin than peace with my God and you stop 
fighting and you start indulging. And when you start indulging in it you start looking 
for reasons to justify it. And once you start trying to justify it you stop seeing any 
reason to repent from it. 

4. And when you get to the point that you are walking in unrepentant sin, and your 
brothers and sisters who love you say…child of God…come back to the light…this 
sin will soon come under judgement by the one who can see into your heart and 
mind. You heart is open and laid bare in full view of God Almighty who apart from 
Christ will show no mercy. Very soon you will find yourself standing before Him and 
apart from repentance and faith in Jesus in Jesus…He will show no pity…He will 
receive no bribes and accept no excuses…He will judge you with a pure and simple 
and irreproachable justice while all the heavens will rejoice in God’s holy and perfect 
acts of justice. 

5. And in response to this, someone who bears the name brother says…I don’t care, or I 
don’t believe that, or I disagree with you or some other ignorant, and horrifyingly 
deformed version of the truth…and their conclusion is… I will not repent…I will not 
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turn from my wickedness, I will continue in my sins despite your earnest and sincere 
pleading with me. 

6. THIS IS WHO CHURCH DISCIPLINE IS FOR…THIS IS WHO CHURCH 
DISCIPLINE INVOLVES…b 

But that’s not Paul has to say…it’s not just that does’t involved non Christians…or it’s not just 
that it is specifically for those who call themselves christians but refuse to repent of their sins… 
3. Church discipline involves YOU the church. Verse 11 says I am writing to you, second 

person plural…the church in Corinth. All of you. Church discipline involves you…second 
person plural, the church in Evergreen.  
1. When the elders on behalf of the entire congregation announce that for the glory of 

Christ and for the sake of that persons soul, we must break fellowship with an 
unrepentant Christian…everyone is involved. Everyone must obey this command. Not 
just the elders, not just the individuals involved all of us.  

2. What this means is that every single one of you from the beginning of the process until 
the end of the process has a responsibility to protect the purity of the church. If that 
involves going to someone who is in sin, involving another if they won’t repent, 
escalating to the elders if the unrepentant continues…and enforcing the 
excommunication if the person demonstrates by their actions and attitudes that they do 
not belong to Jesus. 

4. On the other hand you are also involved in the good side. When someone does repent…when 
someone does return like the prodigal son from their wicked ways…you know what your 
responsibility is then? To slaughter the fattened calf. To join the church in rejoicing and in 
celebration that the one who was lost has been found, that the one who had left has 
returned…that God has glorified in Himself and the heavens are rejoicing that a sinner has 
repented and returned to the flock of God. 

5. Now the last thing I want to say before we conclude is about this sin list. 
1. I didn’t go into detail because the details aren’t really the point. Here is what I want to 

say about it though. 
2. This is a list of specific sins that were happening in Corinth. Sexual immorality was an 

issue in the church and in the community, greed was a apart of trade life, idolatry was 
everywhere so on and so forth. All of these issues will be, or have been addressed 
individually throughout the letter.  

3. But here is what I think is significant. This is not a comprehensive list of all sins. Paul 
doesn’t feel the need to clarify that all sins are wrong when he is making the point that 
your specific particular sins are wrong. It is not acceptable to talk with each other about 
sin in general, and not to address sin in particular. This is very important and I want you 
to listen to me.  

4. It doesn’t mean anything to acknowledge that you are a sinner in general. That’s just a 
word you call yourself. That’s is not an actual admission of wrong…that is not a 
confession that emerges from sincerity and truth. An admission of wrong says…I have 
sinned in this way…I have allowed myself to despise my brother, I sinned against God 
by drinking too much, I committed sexual immorality by what I looked at or did…I have 
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worshipped idols instead of Christ by ordering my life priorities around my kids, or my 
job, or my hobbies instead of my God. 

6. The person who confesses sin in general has confessed no sin at all. And those of you who 
refuse to confront your brother or sister about particular sins, but only sin in general…have 
not confronted sin at all. We are called to walk in sincerity and truth…not in fear or apathy. 
The church was in sin for tolerating this. The church was in sin for doing nothing. 

So that is who is involved in church discipline: not people outside the church…but those inside. 
Discipline and purity is every christians concern because it is the evidence that we care about 
each other enough, to protect each other from sin. So why is church purity important…it’s a 
gospel issue that connects to the glory of Christ…who does it involve, everyone who calls 
themselves a Christian…let’s now quickly close with what is involved with maintaining the 
purity of the church. 

WHAT IS REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN PURITY IN THE CHURCH? 
1. Verse 9 says Not to associate…if someone is under church discipline, we cannot continue to 

have normal dealings with them. We cannot pretend like their claim to identify with Jesus is 
NOT professing a lie about the gospel. The way back is repentance. 

2. Verse 11, Not even to eat with such a one…no thanksgiving with people who insist they are 
christians but are walking in flagrant unrepentant sin 

3. A higher view of people, than our relationships and our false view of love - their eternal 
welfare matters more than your relationship…if you really cared about someone you 
wouldn’t let them fall into condemnation for the sake of love…If you really loved them you 
would let yourselves bear reproach of telling the the truth for the sake of love. 

4. A higher view of the church than our comfort and our consumption…it would be easier to 
not do this…it would be more comfortable to avoid this…you could say my family isn’t here 
to help protect and invest…we are here to receive and to take…that whole issue of purity is 
your deal not mine…you can do that…but you’d be in sin. 
1. Imagine if you had a daughter, a precious pure daughter that was destined to be married 

to the perfect man. A man you loved. A man who would be the perfect husband and who 
would love and cherish and care for your daughter better than you ever had. And as your 
daughter is engaged and waiting to be married…a young man or a young woman started 
coming around who seemed interested in corrupting her purity. 

2. And the people you put in charge of protecting her purity just ignored the problem and 
allowed her to wander off with people who would lead her into ungodliness…how would 
you feel as a father? What would you do the people who looked the other way? 

3. On the other hand,  you can say…our church is a community of blood bought children of 
God whom the Lord Jesus ransomed by His priceless blood to purify for His own 
possession. This is his precious and pure bride he is preparing for Himself. 

4. You can say this little community is our small little thumbnail representation of the 
kingdom of God on earth and because Jesus values this little community enough to die 
for it…I will value it enough to live for it’s purity. 
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5. What is required for the purity of the church…that we value people more than 
relationships…that we value the church more than ourselves…and finally that we value 
the glory of Christ beyond all else. 

5. A higher view of the glory of Christ - Ephesians 5 Christ loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without sport or 
blemish or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 
1. The beauty of the bride is part of the glory of the King on the last day when she is 

presented to Him. If I want to glorify Him in that last day…I will purify myself and 
strive to proactively participate in the purity of his bride all the days of my life. Why? 
Because it’s easy? No. Because it’s comfortable? No. Because I value people more, I 
value the church more, and I value the glory of King Jesus more than I value my comfort 
and my ease in this world. 

2. Christ became our passover lamb so that when the judgment of God comes…all those 
who put their faith in the lamb provided can be saved. And in order for the preciousness 
of Jesus’ blood to be rightly communicated…in order for the identity of Jesus’ bride to be 
properly conveyed… in order for the reality concerning how people are actually going to 
be saved by Him to be legitimately represented…we must pursue the purity of the church 
in all sincerity and truth. 

Purity in the church is about the glory of Christ, so if you love His glory, strive for purity. 

COMMUNION: This is a table for those who confess, that the following saying is trustworthy 
and deserving of full acceptance that Christ Jesus died to save sinners…of whom I am the 
foremost…but he died for me so that he might display to the world that in Christ there is an 
unending ocean of mercy and steadfast love he has for those who repent from their sins and draw 
near to Christ seeking grace. If you have been harboring sin in your heart…if you have been 
living in unrepentant sin don’t remain there for a moment longer…here at this table is the 
physical gospel preached…there was a body broken…there was blood shed…to open the gates 
of heaven that all who would repent may enter and find mercy and everlasting rest for your 
souls…this is not a table of judgment it is a table of forgiveness…and all who seek forgiveness 
are invited to come, take and eat. If you heart does not seek grace…if you are living in malice 
and evil and you have no desire to turn from it…to take and eat from this table is to take and eat 
judgment on yourself. Do not come and partake… 

But for those of you who desire to know and taste and feel the love of God for you, here is the 
tangible expression that Jesus ordained. AS you are ready, rise, take and hold and we will all 
receive this meal together. 
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