
RECONCILIATION AND THE ETERNAL GOSPEL 
An exposition of 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 

at West Hills Evergreen on February 4, 2018 

INTRODUCTION: Robert Chapman. A pastor I had never heard of, but whom C.H. Spurgeon 
called the saintliest man I ever knew. At the age of 29, he entered the pastorate at a church named 
Ebenezer Chapel in a town called Barnstaple. The church was entrenched in controversy and had 
burned through three pastors in 18 months as a consequence of their serious division. The 29 
year old chapman was committed to not only preaching Christ but walking in Jesus’ example. 
 When Chapman got to Ebenerzer, he determined not to exacerbate the tension by trying 
to push through his agenda, or force his structural changes. He resolved to pray, teach the bible 
and love the people. And he did this even though he felt VERY strongly about some of the issues.  
After several years of ministering their by the grace of God, the majority of the church came to a 
place where they embraced what Chapman taught and modeled. But rather than resulting in the 
peace and reconciliation of the congregation, a small splinter faction within the church decided 
they were going to split off and form a different church. And as Chapman plead with these saints 
not to leave, they began demanding the church building at Barnstaple claiming that they were the 
truly faithful remnant of the church’s original convictions.  
 And so Chapman had a choice, put up a fight, stand against this injustice, to insist on 
what he knew was fair, while seeing Christs name dragged through the mud of his town. Or be 
wronged. To be defrauded. Pastor Robert made the decision to lead the rest of the saints of that 
church (the majority) to relinquish the building to the smaller group. Why? Is this about me, and 
my issue, and  being right? Or is this about something more? Chapman believed it was better to 
be wronged than to have Christ’s name put to shame in the town because of infighting over the 
property. And the congregation had to go rent alternative accommodation for years until they 
were able to save enough money to build their own building. 

PROBLEM: Now whether you think Chapman was wise or a fool reveals a good deal about 
what is in your heart. How your heart responds to this conflict is simply a magnified illustration 
of what’s in your heart every time you are in conflict with another person. What is more 
important to you, being reconciled for the sake of the gospel, or being right? What is a greater 
victory for the kingdom of God? A situation being meted out fairly in every way, or laying your 
own life down to pursue peace with others like Christ did. Here is the problem as I see it in my 
own heart, and in some of your hearts as I’ve talked with you about this, when we sense that we 
have been wronged in a conflict…we tend to forget our King went to a cross. We become 
consumed with assigning crosses to others…and completely forget that Jesus taught us to pick up 
our own and follow him. When I ask you…who do you need to reconcile with? And that person 
comes to mind…do you think about it in terms of what that person need to do to make things 
right? Or do you think about it in terms of how you can lay your own pride down, your own 
preferences down, your own life down to make things right? Can you look at your conflict 
through the lens of the cross, can you look at your conflict through the lens of the gospel and put 
the conflict in it’s proper perspective? Can you look at someone wronging you and say…the 
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most important thing here is the glory of God in Christ…and act accordingly? Or is your head 
already cycling through reasons why you don’t have to do a single thing I just said? 

MAIN POINT: Reconciling with others is more about what Christ has done than who is right, 
so be reconciled to one another 

SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles to 1 Cor 6, we are jumping back into 
God’s message to the church in Corinth, through His servant the apostle Paul, for the benefit of 
all churches everywhere. This little congregation was only four years old and already rife with 
conflict. And Paul, having heard about this through a messenger, penned this letter to help the 
church learn how to imitate Christ in how they worked through their various issues. The first 
issue was pride, and puffing themselves up over and against one another. The last several weeks, 
we looked at the issue of tolerating unrepentant evil within the congregation…not dealing with it 
strongly and decisively in Jesus name.  
 Now at this point in the letter, Paul is going to transition into talking about a situation 
with lawsuits. The Roman world had a complex and well funded system of litigation, not unlike 
our own. And so when people had a conflict in the ancient world, and they couldn’t resolve it 
amongst themselves, they would take it to court where depending on the nature of the case, they 
could be judged by a jury or by an individual judge. And this was currently happening in 
Corinth. There was a dispute between to member’s of the congregation that they had escalated to 
the public courts…now I want you to listen to how Paul responds to this situation…and as I read 
my prayer is that you will filter out the noise from your own past experiences…that you will 
filter out the noise of today’s news and it’s non-Christian commentators…that you will mute the 
thoughts of your own mind…and listen to the pure and perfect word of God speak. Let’s now 
humble our minds and open our hearts to the reading of the Word of the Lord 

READING: 1 Cor 6:1-11 [1] When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go 
to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? [2] Or do you not know that the saints will 
judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial 
cases? [3] Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters 
pertaining to this life! [4] So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have 
no standing in the church? [5] I say this to your shame.  
 Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the 
brothers, [6] but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? [7] To have 
lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why 
not rather be defrauded? [8] But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own brothers! 
 [9] Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, [10] nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 
inherit the kingdom of God. [11] And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

PRAYER 
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ROAD MAP: 1.) how does our gospel future teach us to be reconciled, how does our gospel 
present teach us to be reconciled, and how does our gospel past teach us to pursue christian 
reconciliation  

How does our future in the gospel teach us to reconcile with one another 
1. Let’s start by unpacking verse 1 [1] When one of you has a grievance against another, does 

he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? 
2. So there are two things going on on the front end here that I think are important to clarify.  

1. First of all, Paul considers this to be a failure of the individual as well as the 
congregation. He starts by addressing this in the singular…when one of you has a 
grievance against another…and he moves in verses 2-4 to the plural…don’t you (plural) 
know verse 2, do you (plural) not know verse 3. What that means is that if you have an 
unreconciled conflict with someone in the church, and you aren’t getting anywhere, you 
need to include a brother or a sister within the congregation to help you guys work it out. 
Additionally, if someone comes to you about an unreconciled conflict, you need to try 
and help them to the best of your ability. Paul doesn’t just hold the individual 
accountable he holds the church accountable.  

2. Second, and I wouldn’t normally feel the need to clarify this but given the Larry Nassar 
case that is happening it’s probably worth stating explicitly. What Paul is talking about 
here is not criminal law. We need to keep what Paul is saying in it’s context…what Paul 
is addressing here is clarified in verse 2, when he asks are you incompetent to try trivial 
cases? What is going on in Corinth…the lawsuit that is happening between believers is 
over something trivial. Someone parked their car next to yours in the parking lot outside 
and when you went to leave after church you saw that there was a nick in the side of your 
door. And you know that person who parked next to you…how they’re always swinging 
car doors…not being careful…and you went and said hey you nicked my car door…and 
they said no I didn’t. And you said YES YOU DID…and they said nuh…uh…And you 
said you pay for this right now or I’m calling the cops. And they said no way Jose…and 
now you are in court…suing the other person. Paul is talking about a trivial case. 
1. Paul is not talking about something like the Larry Nassar case…where a man is 

walking in perpetual evil, where a person is harming others with no intention of 
stopping. Paul tells us in Romans 13 that God appointed governments and legal 
systems to be a terror to bad conduct. To be an avenger of God’s wrath against evil. 

2. In that case, the issue is not about being right…the issue is about stopping evil. Paul 
is not condemning the second thing…he is talking about the first thing.  

3. Now I’m saying that so you wont take Paul’s teaching here…about trivial cases…and 
try and apply it in a one to one way to that situation. Are there implications…yes. But 
they are peripheral to the heart of what Paul is trying to teach us here. 

3. Paul’s concern…and to be frank with you…where your concern needs to be in dealing with 
this text…is in the petty trivial stuff you get super bothered by. How do I deal with the guy 
who nicked my car door…how do I deal with my kid when he ruins the trip to Costco, how 
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do you deal with your spouse or your mom, or your dad, or your sister or brother when he or 
she does that thing that they always do that you hate so much… 

4. IN verse 1, the first word in Greek is DO YOU DARE…this is about as sharp and harsh as 
Paul can be. Paul says DO YOU DARE…when you have a problem go to law before the 
unrighteous instead of the saints? 
1. When Paul talks about the unrighteous and the saints he isn’t saying that the court system 

is inherently unrighteous and the church is inherently righteous. If you have been reading 
this letter to the Corinthians, Paul has been very clear that that is not the case. He is 
talking about our standing before God. Before God, non-Christians are unrighteous, and 
those who have put their faith in Jesus are declared saints…holy ones of God, made holy 
through faith by the blood of the Lamb.  

2. Paul isn’t claiming that non-Christian judges are incapable of being just…he is making 
the claim that even the most ethical and judicious non-Christian judge stands condemned 
before a holy God for their sins.  

3. But Paul considers it a profound offense that they chose to deal with this offense in a 
secular court and not among the people of God. Paul probably had little confidence in the 
Roman legal system to render a fair judgement. There system was like ours in that, it was 
easier for the rich to win a case than a poor person. I could give you a number of ancient 
non-biblical examples but the bible contains enough for you to get the picture. 

4. The NT paints a complex picture of the Roman legal system in Paul’s day. ON the one 
hand he actually benefitted from the just judgements of Gallio of Achaia while he was in 
Corinth the first time. Gallio threw out the case against Paul in Acts 18:16 made by some 
of the Jews in the city.  

5. On the other hand when Paul was arrested and tried by Felix in Acts 24:26, he kept in 
custody and conversed with him because it says “he hoped that money would be given 
him by Paul.” After keeping him for two years in the hope of securing some bail money 
in exchange for Paul’s freedom…Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And it says in 
Acts 24:27, that Felix, “hoping to do the Jews a favor, left Paul in prison.” In other 
words, the authority of a judge was used to curry favor with a wealthy social group in the 
community instead of for justice and righteousness.  

5. SO there legal system was like ours in that in some situations it was capable of rendering just 
judgements…and in others it was capable of corruption. But it’s important to notice…that 
that is not why Paul has a problem with them kicking these cases to secular courts. I went out 
of the way to set the context so that you can appreciate the fact that Paul doesn’t even 
mention that as a concern. The potential failure of justice is not why Paul is shocked that 
they would take the matter to a secular court…He is shocked because they are appealing to 
secular judges when in the gospel…God has ordained that His people would judge the earth. 
1. Paul here is referring to Daniel 7:22 where Daniel is a given a vision of the end of days, 

when the Son of Man receives the dominion and the kingdom from His father and it says 
judgement was given for the saints (the holy ones) of the most high and the time came 
when the saints possessed the kingdom forever. And in 7:26 after this, the final wicked 
kingdom is judged and it says “the court shall sit in judgement, and His dominion shall 
be taken away, to be consumed and destroyed to the end. And the kingdom and the 
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dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the most high.” 

2. Paul is saying…when you bowed your knee to Christ as king…or to say that another 
way…when you said in your heart and confessed with your mouth that I am not the one 
who is going to be in charge of my life anymore… Jesus you are in charge and whatever 
you want me to do I will do. Whatever your word says I will obey, and whenever your 
Spirit leads I will follow…when you did that this vision in Daniel became your future. 

6. Verse 2, do you not know the saint’s will judge the world, verse 3 do you not know that we 
are to judge angels. I don’t think you are supposed to read the word judge in the narrowly 
negative sense…I think Paul is using that in the broader sense of ruling and deciding what is 
best. I don’t think the saints for instance will condemn anyone to eternal judgment…I think 
that is Jesus’ job…but I think God’s people will make judgement calls about what vast and 
beautiful angelic beings will be doing in eternity. After all God tells us in Hebrews 1 that 
angels were created to be the servants of God’s elect.  

7. So Paul’s logic is…you have been ordained by God, through the gospel, to render decisions 
over all of creation. You were made to image God in justice…and your destiny is judge not 
only the earth…but all manner of heavenly creatures…and you guys can’t help the guy at 
your church to reconcile with the dude who nicked his car door? 
1. Do you honestly not understand the love of God, the cross of Christ, and the holiness of 

God’s law, well enough to not help your brothers work this issue out? Do you know who 
you are? DO you NOT know that Christ has died and rose to make you judges in the 
world to come? HE died and rose not just to save you from your sins but to purify your 
heart and mind to make you a righteous ruler of the earth. To make you a holy and just 
judge of the world.  

2. This is so fascinating to me…Look at the future Jesus has secured for you when He 
poured out his life for your salvation and rose from the death by the power of God…look 
at the future His blood has purchased for His people…and try to live in that reality now. 
Judge with righteousness today…because you have been appointed to judge righteously 
in the age to come. Seek reconciliation within the community today…because you will 
be perfectly reconciled in the world to come. 

8. Here is the important thing I want you to see here…Paul appeals to something bigger than 
the situation when he tells them to pursue reconciliation among themselves. He appeals to 
their future reality in the gospel of Christ as one of the controlling motives for helping the 
brothers figure out how to resolve a nicked car door. 

9. Let me ask you, when was the last time you were in an argument with another Christian, 
maybe your spouse, or someone in your community group…over something trivial and you 
thought to yourself…I need to be reconciled to this person…we can work this out…after all 
God has appointed us to judge the world. When was the last time you let your gospel future 
govern how you pursue reconciliation in the present? How often do you let eternity inform 
the momentary? 
1. Those of you who are in a conflict with someone this morning let me just lay this 

question before you…are you looking at your conflict through the eyes of eternity, or are 
you only focused on the here and now. Paul teaches us in this text to let eternal things 

Page �  of �5 10



inform how we think about temporal things…to let our gospel future inform how we 
pursue reconciliation in the present. 

2. Ask yourself…when I’m reigning with Christ in the world to come…what might my 
perspective be on this conflict today? And I think as you explore that question in 
Scripture you will find that reconciliation is more about what Christ has done than who is 
right…it’s more about God being glorified than you getting what you want…because 
Christ has promised you that if you obey Him you will be an heir of everything…of His 
very kingdom through His life, death and resurrection and His soon coming return in 
glory. 

That is how your future in the gospel teaches you to be reconciled to one another today, to look 
at our conflicts through the lens of eternity, to recognize that God has ordained us to judge the 
world…and to pursue reconciliation with your brother or sister in a way that glorifies God while 
you remain in the world. That is how our future in the gospel teaches us about reconciliation…
looking at the present in light of eternity. Let’s now talk about how our gospel present teaches us 
about reconciliation. 

How does our present life in the gospel teach us to be reconciled to one another 
1. Paul goes on in verse [4] So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who 

have no standing in the church? [5] I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one 
among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, [6] but brother goes to law 
against brother, and that before unbelievers? [7] To have lawsuits at all with one another is 
already a defeat for you.  

2. Look at what Paul is doing here. He is calling them to consider what this conflict will cost in 
terms of how it will affect the world around them. He calls them three times to consider 
those who do not believe in Christ as they consider how to handle this reconciliation. He 
says in verse 4, you have these trivial cases and you are laying them out before judges who 
have no standing in the church. You ought to be ashamed of yourselves. You are brothers and 
you are using the law to attack each other in front of unbelievers…people who have no faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. You are so busy trying to win…that you are bringing your sinful 
infighting before the gentiles…not recognizing that doing that is a significant defeat for you. 
IF you win the law suit you lose… 
1. If you get the $85 buck to fix your chipped paint you still lose. Nice $85…you have 

dragged the name of Jesus through a bitter dispute in a public court…whatever you think 
you won in that situation is nothing compared to what you lost…to let it get to that point 
is a defeat for you. 

3. Now I think it’s worth asking…why does Paul care about the opinion of non-Christians as it 
relates to resolving disputes in the church. Now humor me for a second…I want to ask why 
should you care what they think? Why does Paul care? Paul doesn’t specifically say in this 
this text…he doesn’t clearly articulate what he means by saying it is a defeat for you to bring 
your grievance into a public court to be tried by people who aren’t Christian. 
1. So how can I know what Paul means here? Well I can look and see if Paul is concerned 

about the opinion of non-Christians in other contexts and see if there is any continuity in 
his motive that might be relevant to our text. SO…does Paul express this concern 
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elsewhere in his letter to the Corinthians? Thank you for asking yes he does. Let’s see if 
we can hear any continuity in his motive… 

2. 1 Corinthians 9:19–23 [19] For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant 
to all, that I might win more of them. [20] To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win 
Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself 
under the law) that I might win those under the law. [21] To those outside the law I 
became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of 
Christ) that I might win those outside the law. [22] To the weak I became weak, that I 
might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might 
save some. [23] I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its 
blessings. (ESV) 

3. 1 Corinthians 10:27–33 [27] If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are 
disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground 
of conscience. [28] But if someone says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then 
do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for the sake of conscience—
[29] I do not mean your conscience, but his…[31] So, whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. [32] Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or 
to the church of God, [33] just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking 
my own advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved. (ESV) 

4. 1 Corinthians 14:23–25 [23] If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all 
speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of 
your minds? [24] But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted 
by all, he is called to account by all, [25] the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, 
falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God is really among you. (ESV) 

4. Does anyone hear any continuity? Why is it a shame to the corinthian church to bring 
lawsuits against one another in a public secular court? Because you are supposed to be 
bearing witness to the reconciling love of God in Christ to those people. This is a defeat for 
you because you are trying to win souls for the gospel.  

5. Victory in Christ means God is glorified…not you get your way. Triumph in the kingdom of 
Jesus is that the forgiving…reconciling…crucified love of God…is made evident to the 
world through your life. That is victory. $85 bucks for the scratch in your paint is blood 
money. Did you hear what I said? 
1. If your God redeemed you to glorify His son…and you exchange your responsibility to 

make His gospel of love known in exchange for money you have betrayed him. You are 
like Judas. 

2. And so Paul says…in light of our mission to evangelize the world…in light of our call to 
do everything for the glory of God…to make the love and holiness and power and justice 
of the Lord known…why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 

3. But rather than taking up your cross and enduring wrong done to you for the gospels sake 
you guys are the ones doing the wrong. 

6. Let me say what Paul just said in a different way. It would be better if you just paid the $85 
bucks yourself even if you were positive that the other person was guilty. It’s literally more 
important than justice being done. Because glorifying God to the world is more important 

Page �  of �7 10



than you winning. Glorifying God to the world is a bigger deal than people recognizing that 
you are right. IF you really believe that God will judge the wicked and vindicate the 
righteous…if you really believe that those who trust in the Lord will not be put to shame…
you would rather suffer wrong than bring reproach upon the gospel.  
1. Now to be clear in the other direction…Paul is telling us…that we as church should try 

and accomplish reconciliation between offended parties. This is a failure at the corporate 
level and the individual level. It’s not that you shouldn’t try to work out the issue among 
the people of God…you should…failing to do that is why chastises them in the first 3 
verses…but if that doesn’t work…or if you don’t get the outcome you desire…it’s better 
to let yourself be wronged and work toward reconciliation anyway. 

2. Why? Because reconciling is more about what Christ has done than who is right. 
7. Think about the last time you were in a conflict with someone…did it occur to you that 

glorifying God to unbelievers was more important than winning the argument? In your 
marriage, do you realize that the command to love and be reconciled has more to do with 
glorifying God than getting your way or being vindicated.  

8. If you can glorify God through reconciliation…why not rather be wronged? 
9. You know when I’m preparing messages, I will occasionally try and put myself in the 

position of someone listening to this who is different than me…and on this particular week I 
was trying to imagine what it would be like to be a hardcore justice person. Like the kind of 
person that is really good at obeying the rules and is infuriated when others don’t obey the 
rules and you go insane when they get away with it? 
1. I’m definitely not like that. But I know a lot of you are like that. And it occurred to me 

that when Paul asks…why not rather be wronged…what you would probably respond 
with is I can give you several reasons why I would rather not be wronged. First of all…
they broke the law according to the rules. Second of all…I did the right thing so I should 
win. Third, my conscience won’t let me overlook wrongs…fourth so on and so forth… 

10. But if you look at how Paul phrases this it’s interesting. He is taking something for granted 
in that statement without explicitly stating what it is. He says why not rather be wronged and 
defrauded…assuming some premise that makes that statement obvious. He expects them to 
agree with that. Why? 

11. Well at one level he has modeled this for them. He said in 4:12 we are fools for Christ’s 
sake…when reviled we blesss, when persecuted we endure, when slandered we entreat…He 
has shown them this way of life that does not concern itself with winning arguments but with 
making the gospel known in word and deed. But at a deeper level in chapter 4 he goes on to 
clarify that when he wants them to imitate him…what He means is imitate my ways in 
Christ. When you see me doing what Jesus did…imitate me. 

12. But I think at the bottom of this is Paul’s statements in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, that when he 
came and preached and they believed…he preached Christ and our Savior crucified. He 
preached about who Christ was ,and what Christ taught and how Christ died and rose again.  

13. Christ said love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. Then he was arrested, 
tortured and crucified by His enemies as he loved and prayed for them. Why did Jesus do 
this? He did this for us and our salvation. He was wronged and defrauded for your sake to 
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that you might be saved. And now he calls you to imitate him in being willing to be wronged 
and defrauded so that others might be saved. 

He is saying in light of the mission God has given you to make the glory of God known to the 
world…why not be wronged in order to reconcile? Why not forgive people who don’t deserve 
your forgiveness…not because of anything in them but because you want to glorify God to the 
world? This is how your life in the gospel in the present teaches you to be reconciled with one 
another. We have mission to make the gospel known in truth. And Jesus teaches us, do you know 
how the world will know that I have sent you? By your love for each other. By your willingness 
to demonstrate loyal love through conflict and in spite of sin. That is the love Jesus displayed in 
his life and death and resurrection…and that is the love you will display when you choose to be 
wronged rather than seek retribution in trivial matters. 

Reconciling with one another is more about what Christ has done than about being right. It’s 
more about displaying the glory of His cross than about being treated fairly…Why not rather be 
wronged? Our gospel future teaches us to view the present in light of eternity…our gospel 
present teaches us that the glory of Christ is more important than our individual concerns for 
personal vindication…and finally let’s close with looking at how our gospel past teaches us to be 
reconciled. 

How does our gospel past teach us to be reconciled to each other 

1. Paul asks his concern very very clearly: [9] Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do you not know that the people who walk in sin in a way that 
leads to these kind of lawsuits…will not inherit the kingdom?  

2. He then goes on with a list of sins that if you walk in them and do not repent…you will not 
inherit the kingdom. And he takes pain to warn you that these sins are the kind that people 
are very good at deceiving themselves about. And this is going to get uncomfortable here so 
brace yourself… 

3. Do not be deceived:  
1. neither the sexually immoral (those people who engage in any form of sexual activity 

outside of the covenant marriage relationship of one man with one woman),  
2. nor idolaters (those who worship other God’s besides the Lord…including Muslims, and 

Hindu’s and Mormons, and Jehova’s witnesses, and all other religions that teach you to 
worship a different God than the One revealed in His Holy Word to us),  

3. nor adulterers (people who are married but freely engage in extramarital relationships),  
4. nor men who practice homosexuality (this isn’t describing someone who experiences 

same sex attraction and regards it as a temptation and as a pattern of life strives to not 
gratify it. This is not talking about feelings this talking about sex),  

5. [10] nor thieves (those who take what isn’t theirs as a way of life), nor the greedy (those 
who cannot say enough. Those who need more and more and more),  

6. nor drunkards (people who cannot control their drinking, Paul doesn’t forbid alcohol, but 
he forbids drunkenness, and drunkenness is when you can’t control yourself if you go 
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into the day saying I will have one glass of wine and you end up having three…if you 
live that you will not inherit the kingdom of God 

7. nor revilers, people who tear down others behind their backs… 
8.  nor swindlers those ho deceive in order to extort 
9. None of these will inherit the kingdom of God.  
10. But look at where he takes it… 

4. [11] And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

He says that is not who you are any more. Jesus has made you new. He has cleansed you of sins 
judgement and by the Spirit of God He is setting you free from sins power 

If you feel trapped by your sins come to Christ, He will make you new. If you feel stained by 
sin…He will wash you…if you feel trapped by your old life…He can sanctify you…set you 
apart for holy purposes…if you feel guilty before God come to Jesus and he can justify you…
declare you righteous by His death on your behalf…and by His Spirit sealing that reality into 
your very soul. We can’t live in unreconciled relationships anymore if we have been reconciled 
like this to our God in Christ. 

MAIN POINT: Reconciling with others is more about what Christ has done than who is right, 
so be reconciled to one another 

COMMUNION: all are welcome at this table…for this is the table of our reconciliation. But the 
Lord teaches us to pray…forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us…Matthew 
6:14–15 

[14] For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, [15] 
but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
(ESV) 
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