
LOVE AIMED AT ETERNITY 
An exposition of 1 Corinthians 9:15-23 

at West Hills Evergreen on April 22, 2018 

INTRODUCTION: Alistair Begg, attending PBC in Palo Alto in the 70’s. Chairman of the elder 
board takes off the jacket from his three piece suit and sits on the floor at the front of the service 
next to a dirty hippie with no shoes. 

PROBLEM: How far does my willingness to love like Jesus go? Does my willingness to love 
like Christ go as far as my convenience…or does it go farther. Does my willingness to love like 
Christ go as far as my sense of personal entitlement, I’ve already did my bible study…I’ve 
already served someone today, I deserve to be selfish the rest of the day? How far does that love 
go? Am I willing to love others even if it makes me look weird? Or look bad. What if laying 
down my rights for the sake of the gospel makes me look stupid or foolish to others? How far 
does my willingness to love like He loved go? It seems to me that unless my love is willing to 
follow Jesus and go where he went and experience what he experienced that I’m not really 
willing to love like him at all. How far would YOU go?

What was Christ doing that is so different than what we typically do? Why was God’s 
love in Jesus so deep and so durable…so costly yet steadfast…and ours can often feel so flimsy 
and conditional? Today I’m going to suggest that the difference between his love and our love is 
that his love was aimed at accomplishing something that matter for longer than a few weeks. Do 
you ever choose to show love to other people because it will make your life easier in the 
moment…or you know it will be huge help to them and it’s satisfying to be a help to someone in 
that situation? Or maybe it will make you look good? I don’t think Jesus was occupied in mind 
or heart with those sort of short range returns. I think his love was so deep and so durable 
because it had a far grander aim…and it is that same aim that He by the Spirit desires to form 
into the heart of His people.

MAIN POINT: The gospel creates love aimed at eternity, so love with eternity in view 

SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles to Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians we 
are back in chapter 9 this morning, and we will continue unpacking Paul’s argument for why the 
strong need to be willing to lay down their rights for the weak. So before we read the text let me 
briefly review the context of what we are talking about. 
 Paul at this point of his letter to the church in Corinth is talking about the emotionally 
charged…highly controversial subject of whether or not Christians should eat meat that has been 
offered as a sacrifice to an idol or to another God. And this was a controversial subject for two 
reasons. The first reason is that in ancient Corinth, eating idol meat was woven into the very 
fabric of society. It was sold in market places, it was present at virtually every civic event, it was 
involved in business deals and a part of most, if not every, Corinthian celebration. To refuse to 
eat idol meat would have made you an awkward presence everywhere you went. Like being a 
vegetarian in cattle country. In other words there were possible social and economic 
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ramifications for choosing not to eat idol meat. That’s the first reason this subject was 
controversial.  
 But there is a second reason. There were some in the Corinthian church, that had been 
heavily involved in the worship of idols for a long time. And they couldn’t eat that idol meat 
without feeling as though they were participating in the worship of a false god. For them it was 
blasphemy. And so there was a sharp conflict within the congregation. The group in church that 
didn’t have any problem eating idol meat was saying…guys it’s not a big deal. It’s just meat. 
There is no God but one. You need to get your theology together and grow up and become 
mature like us. Strong in the faith. 
 And now here comes Paul…wading into this situation. And what we have seen so far is 
that Paul can immediately see what’s going on. The “strong” in the church are trying to make this 
an issue about theology. We’re right. They’re wrong. The issue is their bad theology…not us. But 
Paul’s like no no no…Knowledge puffs up…but love builds up. In other words…this is NOT 
about whose right…it’s about whether or not you are going to love one another as Christ has 
loved you. Alright strong people…if you are so strong…if your theology is so good…if you are 
so thoroughly equipped with the knowledge of God…imitate Jesus in this situation. What did 
Jesus do when He was strong and we were weak…He humbled Himself and took on the form of 
a servant. He willingly became like a vegan in cattle country for our sake…in fact he did far 
worse. If you think you know something and you don’t know this…you don’t know anything. 
And this is the point he has been unpacking through chapter 8 and chapter 9. 
 In chapter 8, Paul focused on what Christ had done as the central reason for why they 
should be willing to lay down their rights for others. In chapter 9 he transitions to using his own 
life and ministry as an example for what this looks like for him. And in the first 14 verses, Paul 
explained that he had every RIGHT in the gospel…to be provided for by the Corinthians. And he 
gave numerous arguments for why that was the case. And His point was to say…I have this 
RIGHT but willingly lay it down to bless you. We willingly lay it down as to not put ANY 
stumbling blocks in the way of the gospel. So let’s pick back up where Paul left off in verse 15, 
let’s not humble our minds and open our hearts to the voice of the living God… 

READING: 1 Cor 9:15-23 [15] But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing 
these things to secure any such provision. For I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of 
my ground for boasting. [16] For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. 
For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! [17] For if I do this of my 
own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. [18] 
What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my right in the gospel. 
 [19] For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win 
more of them. [20] To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I 
became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those 
under the law. [21] To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside 
the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. [22] To the 
weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by 
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all means I might save some. [23] I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them 
in its blessings. (ESV) 

PRAYER: Jesus you promised us on the night before you were crucified..that the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” I ask 
you Lord God to demonstrate your faithfulness to that promise this morning. I am helpless to 
teach unless you teach…I am helpless to say anything apart from you speaking…But I ask you 
Father…in the name of Your Son…to teach us through by the power of Your Holy Spirit this 
morning and lead us into the peace that can only come from you. In the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord…amen. 

ROAD MAP: 1.) Why Paul laid down his rights, 2.) Which rights Paul laid down, 3.) How this 
attitude affects everything and 4.) how does this apply to us? 

WHY PAUL LAID DOWN HIS RIGHTS 
1. So let’s start unpacking this text. Why did Paul lay down His rights? For perhaps a surprising 

reason? He did it so He could boast in the Lord? What does that mean? Let’s get into it. 
2. Starting in verse 15…Paul says I have made no use of any of these rights…and you will 

remember that he is taking about his right to be provided for financially by the church in 
Corinth. And there are a number of reasons why he probably did this…one of them Jason 
mentioned last week…he didn’t want anyone to think he was in the pocket of the rich 
1. But Corinth was also a place where religious hucksters sermonized all over the place for 

a living. Orators who spoke in defense of the other gods would charge their listeners on a 
per sermon basis. And it’s possible that Paul was adamantly against being associated with 
that kind of thing. Whatever the precise issue was that he was reacting against…we know 
what his heart was in verse 13…I was willing to endure anything rather than put an 
obstacle in the way of the gospel. 

2. And I want you to think about that for a second. What does he mean by endure anything? 
He means I was willing to work all day…and then teach you the gospel all night. I was 
willing to sacrifice sleep…I was willing to sacrifice comfort and convenience…I was 
willing to be rejected by my Jewish brethren at the synagogue…I was willing to be 
attacked and dragged before Gallio the proconsul we read in the book of Acts chapter 
18…dragged before the proconsul on trumped up charges so that I could stay here and 
teach you the Word of God. 

3. Why am I saying all this…because I want you to see that when Paul uses himself as an 
example…he’s not being arrogant…he’s not trying to score a point on the pride card. He 
isn’t using himself as an example so that they will think well of him…he’s using himself 
as an example…of how far Jesus teaches us to go to see people come to salvation in His 
name. Paul is using himself as an example so that they will imitate Him as he imitates 
Christ. 

4. The human mind and heart needs examples, we need to see what the truth looks like in 
flesh and blood to properly imitate it…it helps you understand what it means to love 
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regardless of what people think about you…when the chairman of the elder board takes 
off his nice jacket and sits down next to the confused young man at the front of the 
church. And Paul is trying to help the church in the exact same way here. 

3. So Paul says look at my example Corinthians…I made no use of ANY of these rights…even 
though I KNOW Jesus taught that you are supposed to provide for those who preach the 
gospel to you. And more than that…I am not writing to secure any such provision. 
1. It’s not just that I didn’t take money while I was there…and I’m not laying out this case 

to get money from you now. I don’t want your money…I want your heart to love God so 
that you will love others the way God does. 

4. But now we get to the heart of the matter…why Paul…why did you lay down your rights. 
There has to be a deeper principle at work than simply trying to avoid a stumbling block 
right? Yes there is. What is it…Paul says in verse 15 I WOULD RATHER DIE than have 
anyone deprive me of my ground for boasting. Okay what does this mean.  

5. Well first of all…the ESV smooths over the grammar of this sentence. In Greek it literally 
says…FOR I would rather die….NO ONE will deprive me of my ground for boasting. It’s a 
very awkward sentence construction…it’s like he started to say one thing…and then decided 
to conclude it differently. And Paul occasionally does this in his letters…and almost every 
time it happens it’s when he is getting emotional about His love for God. 

6. Why the emotion…well there are two crucial things to understand here. When Paul says I 
would rather die…it’s important that you DON’T here that in the way you or I would say 
that. I would die if this happened…no you wouldn’t. You’d eat a slice of cheesecake to feel 
better and then move on with your life.  
1. What’s going to happen to Paul if he’s goes to a strange foreign city…and he can’t find 

work…and there’s no ATM…and the church doesn’t provide for him, and his opponents 
are seeking to destroy him? What’s going to happen to Paul? Starvation. Imprisonment. 
Actual death.  

2. The second crucial thing to understand is what Paul means by the word boast. I would 
rather die…I will not let anything disrupt my ability to boast. Paul doesn’t mean take 
pride in myself…that’s typically what we think of when WE use the word boast. But 
remember Paul is using the term boast the same way He used it in chapter 1.  

3. In chapter 1:28-31 Paul says of God’s salvation…God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human 
being might boost in the presence of God. And because of Him, you are in Christ Jesus 
who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 
so that as it is written ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

4. What is Paul’s ground for boasting…? That’s he’s so great? Not a chance. Paul’s ground 
for boasting is that He belong to the most High God…and whether or not anyone on 
earth can understand this or not…he doesn’t need a cent from the Corinthians because 
His faith is in God to provide his daily bread. 

7. So what does this mean…this means Paul would rather boast in the Lord than have money. 
He would rather embrace a life of sacrificial love because it brings Him closer to Jesus and 
makes Him more dependent on the God in whom He boasts. Less help from you Corinthians 
means more opportunity to trust in my God…and I will let nothing rob me of the 
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preciousness of that experience…when’s the last time you looked at your adversity through 
that kind of lens? 
1. When you said…I know this is very uncomfortable…maybe you feel helpless in a 

hurricane of circumstances over which you have virtually NO control…but you can say 
with Paul…this is an opportunity to boast in my God…I might not control anything but 
MY GOD CONTROLS EVERYTHING…I might feel helpless but God is my help…
what can man do to me.  

2. Some of you may be trying to escape your difficult circumstances when it is God 
Himself who brought you into that very circumstance so that you could experience more 
of HIM. Don’t run from what God has put in front of you…instead seize this it as an 
opportunity to BOAST IN YOUR GOD…you are never going to find a lasting peace in 
better circumstances…your going to find lasting peace in a person. You are going to find 
it in Jesus Christ…in the one who promises to be with you always and to never leave nor 
forsake you. Boast in Him, even if it means laying down your rights. 

8. This is why Paul gladly laid down his rights for the Corinthians…because He wanted to 
boast in God…He wanted to to know Him more and experience more of His love and care. 
This is what will happen if you choose to look at your circumstances from a God-centered 
perspective…if everything is about finding life in Him…you will know peace. So this is why 
Paul laid down his rights…let’s now talk about which right exactly Paul laid down. 

WHICH RIGHTS PAUL LAID DOWN 
1. This is fascinating. Paul says in verse 16 for if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground 

for boasting. And I think what Paul means here by preach the gospel is not just evangelism. I 
think it’s evangelism AND showing the church how the gospel works itself out in every area 
of life…after all that is what he has been doing in this letter. Illustrating over and over how 
the answer to every question they’ve asked is found in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
1. But Paul says…this ministry of preaching I’ve been given is not a reason I can boast. 

Really why? For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel. 
What’s Paul doing here? Paul is reminding the Corinthians that he isn’t traveling the 
Roman world preaching the gospel because he thought it was a really good idea.  

2. Paul is an apostle to the Corinthians by the will of God. The Holy Spirit said to the 
church…set apart Barnabas and Paul for the work which I have called them to. It is the 
risen Christ Himself who said in Acts 9:15 that Paul was his chosen instrument to carry 
His name before the Gentiles and Kings and the children of Israel. 

3. Paul’s point here is I’m not preaching the gospel because I thought it would be a good 
idea…I’m doing this because God himself has commanded me to. God Himself laid this 
necessity upon me and woe to me if I disobey. 

4. He continues verse 17, for if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my 
own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. He says…IF I HAD A CHOICE 
ABOUT THIS…than yeah God maybe would bless me for giving up my life to proclaim 
the gospel to the nations…but that’s the problem I am NOT doing this according to my 
will. I’m doing it according TO HIS WILL.  
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5. And so whether I want to or not…whether there is a reward or not…gospel ministry is 
not optional for me. Christ commanded, and I’m obeying. He is my master, I am His 
servant. And when I finish plowing the field and come in for dinner…I don’t act like my 
master owes me something…I recognize that all I’ve done is my rightful service to the 
One who provides me with everything. 

6. I can’t pick up and put down gospel ministry…I don’t have control over whether I preach 
or not because it was God Himself who called me to this…HOWEVER…there is an 
aspect of this that I can control. I AM free to pick up or put down my right to be 
compensated for my work. 

7. Paul says in verse 18 What then is MY reward? That in my preaching I may present the 
gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel! PAUL says 
MY REWARD is that I get to do this for free. And it’s critical that you hear that 
statement together with Jesus’ command to the disciples when he sent them out to preach 
for the first time in Matthew 10.  
1. He said to them, in Mt 10:7 Go proclaim saying the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers cast out demons. You received without 
paying; give without pay. Don’t bring any gold or silver, don’t bring a bag for your 
journey…because the laborer deserves his food.” He then goes on to explain that 
their needs should be taken care of by someone who loves God and receives the 
message. 

2. But you have to hear Paul’s statement against Jesus words…you received without 
paying; give with out pay. What did the disciples receive from Jesus? They received 
the message of the kingdom of God and were enabled to demonstrate it’s signs. In 
other words, they received the grace of the King of Himself.  

3. And Paul thinking of that turns and says as I received the life-giving sacrificial love 
and grace of King Jesus freely…my great reward is I get to imitate Him by offering it 
freely to you. My reward is that I can freely give in the way I freely received EVEN 
THOUGH I DON’T HAVE TO. I get to do it simply because I get to be nearer to 
Christ in the fellowship of HIs sufferings. 

2. Paul isn’t free to chose to imitate Christ in preaching the gospel…but where he is free to to 
seek more of Christ at great personal cost to Himself…He chooses Christ. 

3. Christ is worth infinitely more than silver and gold. Paul says when I have a choice between 
financial security and Jesus…I choose Jesus. When I have a choice between comfort and 
Jesus I choose Jesus. HE IS MY REWARD…drawing closer to him by walking in the way 
he walked is my compensation. AND I WOULD LITERALLY RATHER HAVE HIM THAN 
MONEY… 
1. Wait a second pastor Josh…are you saying it is better to suffer so that you can be closer 

to Christ than it is to be comfortable and to remain far from Him? Are you saying it’s 
better to live with nothing and have Jesus…than it is to have everything while living 
without Him? In the name of the Living God! YES! 

2. This is why the gentiles called the gospel folly…this is why the Paul’s brethren the Jews 
called it a stumbling block. How can such a thing be true? It is true because KNOWING 
JESUS REALLY IS THAT WONDERFUL…because knowing Jesus is ETERNAL LIFE 
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3. If you have Jesus you have more than the wealthiest man on earth, wealth that will never 
rust or decay…thieves can’t steal. If you have Jesus you have joy that can endure the 
worst sorrows that earth can throw at you. In Christ Jesus God offers you confidence that 
transcends circumstances…peace that surpasses understanding…freedom from guilt of 
sin…cleansing from sins shame.  

4. IN Christ Jesus God offers you truth that can’t be undone by lies, hope that can’t be 
shaken by tragedy, and life that can’t be broken by death. All these things in life that 
seem so important today…money, having a good job, having a nice house, a nice 
family…all of these things are passing away. When it comes time for you to die…and 
you are on your death bed…what do you think is going to matter to you? What kind of 
car you drove? How much money you made? How successful you were career wise? You 
won’t care about any of that…you will care about how you lived…and who you lived 
for… 

5. Can you imagine Paul on his death bed talking with Barnabas his good friend…saying 
He barney…remember that time we nearly starved because we refused to take money 
from the Corinthians so that they would better understand the free grace of the gospel? 
Remember when we said…having Jesus is better…remember that? Remember when we 
prayed and sang to Christ saying Lord…money is not our reward you are our reward. In 
a few minutes…I’m going to see him face to face. And I’m never going to be hungry 
again. In a few minutes…I’m going to see Him…and ALL  
OF HIM WILL BE ALL MY REWARD FOREVER AND EVER AND EVER… 

6. What right did Paul lay down? His right to have less of Jesus…Paul gave up his rights 
with joy knowing that in imitating Jesus both HE AND THE Corinthians would have 
more of the LORD. And what is amazing…is that when you have decided in your heart 
that having Jesus is more precious than anything in heaven or on earth…it affects 
everything in your life. Let’s turn to how Paul’s attitude about this affects everything 

HOW THIS ATTITUDE AFFECTS EVERYTHING 
1. Paul says in verse 19 “[19] For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to 

all, that I might win more of them. When he says “win more of them” he is talking about 
leading them to Christ Jesus that they too might be saved. 
1. Paul says you know what…I have applied this to the situation where I refused money 

from you guys…but really this basic gospel reality pervades everything I do. How can it 
not? He says in verse 19 that he doesn’t really owe anyone anything…but he willingly 
and with great joy considers himself the servant of EVERYONE… 

2. In the same way a servant leads his master into the banquet hall for a feast, Paul want’s to 
lead everyone to salvation in the living Christ. He is willing to sweat and suffer and toil 
and hunger and be mistreated so that even his enemies can enter into the joy of salvation. 

2. He says in verse 20 to the Jews I became as a Jew in order to win Jews. To those under the 
law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the Law) that I might win 
those under the law. 
1. When I teach in the synagogue or minister in Israel, I’ll observe the traditions, I’ll wash 

my hands and sing the songs…I’ll gladly submit myself to the requirements of the Law 
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even though I’m not under the Law any more that I might bring the gospel of salvation to 
the Jews. 

2. When Paul says He is not under the law, he is saying I don’t believe that obedience to 
Torah is the center of my relationship to God anymore. IT USED TO BE…Leviticus 18:5 
in the old testament law, God says “You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if 
a person does them he shall live by them: I am the LORD.” In other words, the way to 
life with God was determined by obedience to the Law.  

3. But when the Messiah came…when Jesus came he taught us that Whoever has the SON 
has life…whoever does not have the son does not have life. 1 John 5:12. And Paul says 
even though I KNOW THAT’S true…even though I don’t have to live up to the Jewish 
customs and practices anymore… I WILL GLADLY DO IT ANYWAY in order to have 
an opportunity to win my brethren the Jews to Christ. 

3. In verse 21 he says to those outside the law (namely the gentiles), I became as one outside 
the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those 
outside the law. In Israel…they do a whole bunch of ceremonial washing before you do 
anything…in Corinth..you guys don’t do any of that. And whether that makes me 
comfortable or not…I don’t even care…because what I care about WAY more than my 
comfort is people being won to Christ. 
1. When he caveats himself in the middle of verse 21 to say (not being outside the law of 

God but under the law of Christ…he is saying just because I’m not under the law 
anymore…Just because the law is not at the center of my relationship with God doesn’t 
mean I just run around breaking God’s commandments or something. It’s not that I’m 
outside the LAW…I don’t lie and steal and blaspheme now that I’m not under the Law…
it’s just that I’m under the Law of Christ.  

2. Christ is at the center of my relationship to God now. I relate to God on the basis of 
Jesus’ life death and resurrection and his example is the paradigm for everything I do 
now…especially when I’m laying down my rights and preferences so that others might 
be saved. 

4. And here is where this argument has been driving…we’re still talking about the idol meat 
situations Corinthians…verse 22 to the weak I became weak…that I might win the weak. I 
have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 
1. He says…I didn’t look at the weak and say BECOME STRONG so that my preferences 

can be accommodated. He says to the weak I BECAME WEAK. I chose to live as they 
did so that by all means possible I might save some.  

2. I feel like Paul is staring through the souls of the Corinthians right now…like he is 
undressing and unmasking their excuses for why they don’t want to give up idol meat. 
He’s like you want to make this about theology…but it’s really about you. It’s about you 
not wanting to have to explain constantly why you can’t eat the idol meat. It’s about you 
not wanting to have to reject dinner invitations from people who can help your social 
standing if you win them as a friend. It’s about you not wanting to deal with the potential 
social consequences of agreeing to stop eating idol meat. 

3. But if you loved God than you would want people to know Him and taste His glorious 
salvation in Christ right? After all…to the weak I agreed to be weak so that i might save 
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some…what’s more important…saving face among your pagan friends…or showing 
mercy and steadfast love to your weaker brother. 

4. What’s more important, protecting your reputation or willingly and for the joy set before 
you embracing ostracism so that you can identify with the weak one who loves God and 
desires to be saved. 

5. Do you stay in your respectable seat…or do you take off your jacket, walk to the front, 
and sit down next to the out of place young man who want’s to learn about Jesus? 

6. Paul says I have become all things to all people that by all means I might save some. Paul 
says I am willing to go to any length…to surrender any right…any comfort…any 
preference…so that others might be saved…how far does your willingness to love like 
Jesus go?  

5. I’ll tell you what…I need to repent. This is such a convicting passage. Paul’s not trying to do 
enough…Paul’s trying to do whatever he possibly can for the salvation of others. And He is 
doing it because knowing Jesus is that sweet…because there is no greater reward than being 
able to boast in Him…and to draw closer to Him by becoming like Him in HIs death is 
unlike any other satisfaction the world can offer you. 

6. If you feel like I did this week…and you’re like my love and passion for the salvation of 
souls does not look like that every day what should we do? Should we try harder and do 
better? Is effort the answer to apathy? I think Paul’s answer to that question is no…let’s now 
close by reflecting on how this applies to us… 

HOW DOES THIS APPLY TO US? 
1. Paul says I do all this stuff verse 23 FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL…I don’t do this 

because I believe in working harder…i don’t do this because I felt compelled to do better…I 
work harder and do better because of what I believe about the gospel. The gospel created this 
love in me Corinthians and I’m trying to show you how the gospel can create this kind of 
love in you.  

2. I do everything I do for others so that I may share with them in it’s blessings. I do this 
because the gospel is so incredible…so beautiful…so overwhelmingly glorious that I can’t 
help but want other people to share in the blessings of drawing near to God through Jesus 
Christ in whom are all the treasures God can give. 
1. The gospel creates this kind of love…the gospel tells us that we have all sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God…all of us deserve to be condemned for our sins…both the sins 
you’ve been caught doing…and all the stuff that you’ve managed to keep in the 
darkness.  

2. And there is no escaping the guilt of what we have done…we know we’re guilty and he 
knows we are guilty and there is nothing we can do to save ourselves. But what man 
cannot do… God DID by sending His Son Jesus in the flesh to lay down His life in our 
place…to endure the wrath we deserve…to die the death that we had earned and to rise 
up in triumph over it. He then sent out his servants to the ends of the earth to proclaim 
that anyone who turns from their sins and puts their faith in Jesus will not only be saved 
from their sins…but they will be made sons and daughters in God’s family…they will be 
come heirs of God’s precious promises…and they will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 
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who is the very life of God…to come and dwell in you forever. And this Spirit is the One 
who raised Jesus from the dead and in the same He will give life to your mortal body. 

3. This gospel doesn’t talk to you as someone who is going to live for 75 years and then die. 
The gospel talks to you and to everyone around you as someone who is going to live 
FOREVER…and because of that…it creates love that aimed at eternity…It creates love 
that thinks about others with eternity in view. This is what the gospel does…so how do 
we apply this? 

3. If you are looking back at your life over the last few years and you don’t see any evidence 
of a life-giving passion for the salvation of others, you need to repent and believe the gospel.  
1. Maybe you spend your spiritual life trying to earn grace…and that is why you expect 

others to earn your love… 
2. maybe you spend your life struggling to believe that grace is really as free and as strong 

as God says it is…and that’s why it’s hard for you to want it for others. T 
3. he answer to both struggles is to look to Jesus…what He has done in laying down His 

very life…because you can’t earn…rising up from death…so that you can believe that 
nothing can stop God from bringing new life into the world through grace. 

4. Maybe you need faith to believe the Word. We think it’s more blessed to receive that it is 
to give but that is a lie. Jesus tells us in Acts 20 that it’s more blessed to give than to 
receive. Laying down your rights so that others may be saved looks like it leads to death…
but it actually leads to resurrection…it leads to life and power from God. 

5. Maybe you are in a place right now where you are trying to daily lay your life down to bless 
someone else and your like dude this is really really hard…don’t be discouraged. Think 
about what you are doing in light of eternity. What is the thing you are having to sacrifice 
today? Think about that in light of eternity. What are you giving because you are sacrificing 
today? Think about that in light of eternity 
1. Mt 25:40…Jesus taught us that as you do to the least of these my brothers…you do unto 

me. Even as you are laying down your life to bless others…Jesus reminds you…you are 
doing this for him. It’s like you are doing this for the King Himself. And God is 
faithful…and He NEVER forgets. 

COMMUNION: 
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