
DRESSING FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 
An exposition of 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 

at West Hills Evergreen on June 10, 2017 

INTRODUCTION: A new believer questioning everything about the world around me. One 
day, I’m thinking about the 10 commandments and I see a woman standing outside of a bar near 
our house with a ton of make-up on…and with typical new believer Josh obliviousness I start 
processing out loud with my wife Jeanine. “I think wearing so much make-up that you change 
your appearance is a sin.” Jeanine says “what!?!” And I said…yeah, the more I think about it the 
more it seems like a sin to me. Jeanine says “how?” And I said…if you are using make up to 
present yourself as someone other than who you are you are bearing false witness to the world.    
 Jeanine didn’t like that. And this became a point of tension in our marriage for a few 
years. Now of course…with time and thought I realized that was an over simplification of the 
point…you can use make-up to enhance what is beautiful about you, which is completely 
different than using make-up to lie about what you really look like. And Jeanine came to see that 
there was a degree of truth in what I was saying. But what was and continues to be most 
interesting thing about that story to me is how not just my wife but almost everyone I’ve ever 
spoken to about this subject…responds…when the Word of God comes to bear on how you 
dress. 

PROBLEM: And what I mean in particular, is what comes out of your heart when someone 
brings Scripture into the conversation to make a point that contradicts what you already think is 
right about how men and women should adorn and decorate themselves. And my challenge to 
you as you listen today to is to pay attention to your heart. And I want you to ask your heart…
heart…am I going to listen today with a posture of humility and a desire to joyfully obey the 
Word of the Lord with gladness…or am I going to listen today grasping on tightly to what I think 
is already right. Am I going to come to this biblical text saying….I really hope this confirms 
what I already believe…or are you going to come to this biblical text saying I want to go 
wherever the Word of God desires to take me. Here is what I’m hoping to clearly communicate 
today…are you ready for my main point? Here it is: 

MAIN POINT: The way you dress reflects upon God and others, so dress for the glory of God. 

SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles to 1 Corinthians 11, we are going to 
continue unpacking Paul’s pastoral letter to the church in Corinth as Paul transitions to the 
subject of public worship. For the last month or two, Paul has been dealing with the issue of 
whether or not Christians should eat meat sacrificed to idols. And one of the most fascinating 
about that entire discussion is that for Paul…the point is not really the point. The idol meat is not 
the issue…the issue is how are you thinking about the question. And we have watched Paul 
unmask the ungodliness that is manifesting itself in the argument. In chapter 8 he showed that 
the central issue of whether or not you can eat idol meat is not about how smart you are or whose 
right…but about love. 
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 The central issue of whether or not to eat idol meat is not about whether you have the 
right to do it or not…it’s about choosing to think like Christ and being willing to lay down your 
rights for the salvation and blessing of others. The central issue around the issue of idol meat is 
not about whether or not it is lawful…it’s about Christ and striving to do what Christ would do 
and be who Christ would have us be. And in our text this morning…Paul is going to change 
subjects to the issue of head coverings in public worship. And though he is changing the subject, 
he is not changing the point. The issue is still love…the issue is still laying down your rights for 
the sake of others…the issue is still desiring to glorify God be acting like Christ in whatever we 
do…including how we dress. And so with that introduction let’s now humble our hearts and open 
our minds for the reading of the Word of the Lord. 

READING: 1 Corinthians 11:2–16 Now I commend you because you remember me in 
everything and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you. [3] But I want you to 
understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head 
of Christ is God. [4] Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his 
head, [5] but every wife who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, 
since it is the same as if her head were shaven. [6] For if a wife will not cover her head, then she 
should cut her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or shave her 
head, let her cover her head. [7] For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and 
glory of God, but woman is the glory of man. [8] For man was not made from woman, but 
woman from man. [9] Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. [10] That is 
why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. [11] 
Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of woman; [12] for as 
woman was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And all things are from God. [13] 
Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a wife to pray to God with her head uncovered? [14] Does 
not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him, [15] but if a 
woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering. [16] If anyone is 
inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 

PRAYER: God I love this church so much. I want every single person in this church to abound 
with every spiritual blessing in their walk with you. I have felt the weight this week, more than 
almost any other week, of the warning that not all of us should become teachers because we will 
undergo stricter judgement when Christ returns. I know I am going to give an account for every 
word that is about to come out of my mouth. So I pray that you would help me to honor you. I 
pray that you would enable me to say with Paul at the end of my life that I am innocent of every 
mans blood because I did not shrink from declaring to this people in this place at this time…the 
whole counsel of God. I pray that you would grant me grace and strength to say exactly what you 
have for our church to hear from this text…no more…no less…so that we might glorify your 
great name. Spirit we are dependent upon you to make the truth come alive and thrive in our 
hearts. I pray that you would move among us in such a way that it becomes evident that no one is 
dealing with a man this morning…but with the words of the living God. Now may the words of 
my mouth…and the meditations of my heart…be acceptable in Your sight…O Lord my Rock 
and my Redeemer. 
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ROAD MAP: 1.) Paul’s primary concern, 2.) the reason for Paul’s concern, 3.) the response Paul 
desires from the church, 4.) the application of Paul’s teaching 

Paul’s primary concern: veils in worship 
1. Now perhaps your wondering out there right now…Josh…what on earth are you about to 

say. And what I am about to say is to communicate my best attempt to interpret and apply an 
extremely extremely difficult text. And this text is more difficult than most others for three 
reasons.  
1. The first is that the translation of the greek at several key points of this passage are 

disputed. There are good arguments for translating things different ways. And what that 
means is that at a number of points in the passage you end up having to go with what you 
think is most likely…rather than the one that you are 100% positive is right. 

2. The second reason this text is more difficult than others is that it is immersed in 
assumptions that Paul doesn’t feel the need to explain. And you as the interpreter are left 
to do your very best to put together Paul’s old testament Jewish background and the 
cultural context in Corinth and make a decision about what he means by what he says. 

3. Which brings me to the last reason this text is more difficult than others is that their is 
enormous amount of background information to sift through as you try and make sense 
of what Paul means here.  

4. Now all that being said…I’ve come to a conclusion, that I am going to teach, and it’s 
possible that by the end you will disagree, but I want you to pay attention to your heart. 
Do I see a stubborn desire to cling to the answer I want…or do I see a glad willingness to 
receive and walk in the Word of the Lord wherever that leads me? 

2. What is Paul trying to say in the first 6 verses of this text? This is the one point that I think is 
indisputably clear…Paul is trying to say that everyone has a head…and you should strive to 
dress in a way that brings HONOR to your head. So let’s get into it. 

3. Paul says in verse 2, now I commend you because you remember me in everything and 
maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you. Paul reminds us that even as we are 
correcting another persons error, it’s important to remember that there are still probably 
praiseworthy things in them that you ought to notice and keep in perspective even when you 
can see their faults glaringly.  
1. Husbands and wives it’s important to remember that about one another. Children it’s 

important to remember that about your parents. Church member’s, it’s important to 
remember that about each other. 

2. Paul says I command you because you remember me and maintain the traditions as I 
delivered them to you. He is likely referring to the body of teaching that he 
communicated to them about Christ, His gospel and it’s implications for their daily life. 

3. And though he begins with something praise worthy…he begins verse 3 with the word 
BUT…good job BUT…so what is the issue Paul. 

4. Well the issue is I want you to understand verse 3, that the head of every man is Christ, the 
head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God. What does that mean? Well 
Paul is using the word head here to communicate the idea of authority or pre-eminence. And 
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he has three parallel statements and they begin and end with Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the 
head of man…and the the head of Christ is God. And in the middle is the statement that the 
head of a wife is her husband. Which is fascinating at a number of levels. I think Paul’s point 
here is to say that everyone has a head, men, women even Jesus himself. But look at this…
Jesus is the model of what it means to BE A HEAD…and to be UNDER A HEAD 

5. The glories of Christ’s life serve as the definitive example for both husbands and wives. We 
are all striving to be like Jesus in how we are in and under authority. Husband you are living 
as a God-glorifying head of your home when you are using authority the way Jesus does, to 
give yourself up for your bride to sanctify her with the Word.  
1. Wives you are living as a God-glorifying wife when you joyfully submit to your own 

husband as the church submits to Christ Himself. That doesn’t mean do whatever he says 
without asking questions. In a healthy marriage you make decisions together I think. To 
have an attitude of submissiveness means living with a willingness to yield rather than a 
perpetual willingness to keep fighting even after you’ve made your point.  

2. When you have two people joyfully embracing their God given roles in marriage you 
have a powerful testimony a powerful picture of the gospel in the earth.  

3. And Paul starts by reminding the Corinthians of that before he gets to the real point. 
Everyone has a head. And headship as well as submission begin and end with the 
example of Jesus Christ. 

6. Verse 4, every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head…but 
every wife who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head. 
1. So the first thing I want to point out is that Paul takes for granted that women speak and 

pray in the worship gathering. And the reason I think Paul is talking about the people of 
God gathered for worship is because literally everything else Paul is going to say 
between this point and the end of 1 Corinthians 14 is about gathered worship. And there 
is a certain degree of symmetry between how verse 2 opens the section on head 
coverings “now I commend you”, and how verse 17 opens the discussion on the Lord’s 
supper “but in the following I do not commend you.” 

2. Paul’s issue here is not whether or not women should verbally participate in the worship 
gathering, he takes for granted that they do. Instead he appears to be concerned about 
what they are wearing when they do verbally participate whether by prayer or by 
prophecy (and we will have lots of time in chapters 12-14 to talk about what Paul means 
by the word prophecy and so lets table that until we get there). So when Paul says in 1 
Timothy 2 that he forbids a women from teaching or exercising authority over a man, he 
isn’t trying to forbid any and all involvement in the worship service. And because that is 
the case…neither do we at West Hills. 

7. Now that being said…where is Paul going with this. Everyone has a head…and men and 
women can bring dishonor to their spiritual head with what they are wearing on their 
physical head when they speak in worship. And this is where this text becomes exceptionally 
tricky. 

8. When Paul says a man prays with his head covered it literally says when a man prays 
“having down from the head.” And the question is what does THAT mean? Traditionally that 
has been interpreted to mean some sort of physical covering hanging over his head…and 
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more recently there has been many strong attempts to argue that what Paul means is to where 
his hair in a long and disheveled way the way a Roman woman would instead of the way a 
Roman man would. And though there are a number of things that commend that view I think 
the lexical evidence is stronger in favor of wearing an actual physical covering over one’s 
head, since the actual word for a physical material covering is used in verse 13 of wife 
praying with a physical cover. 

9. So Paul is talking about whether or not a person should wear a veil when praying or 
prophesying in the worship service…and he says whether you do or do not is going to bring 
honor or dishonor to your spiritual head…your spiritual authority. And the difficult question 
that must be answered very very carefully is what aspect of this is cultural and what aspect is 
transcultural.  
1. Let’s start with a principle for answering that question. Whenever you try to interpret a 

biblical text…the first and most obvious thing to remember is that this text wasn’t 
written TO ME in my context…this text was written to a particular audience in a 
particular context. And week in week out from this pulpit…I and others try to draw out 
what is transcultural from the text…that is…what applies in Corinth and in America and 
everywhere else for all time. 

2. So is Paul claiming that if a man covers his head in public prayer that he is dishonoring 
God in all places and at all times regardless of the cultural context? Let’s explore that 
question. 

3. Where I think you have to start…is to look back at church history and give the benefit of 
the doubt to what the church has always done. The church has almost always adopted this 
practice wherever the gospel has gone. So that’s data point one…and should be given a 
considerable amount of weight before it’s over turned.  

4. So next I ask, what else does the bible say about head coverings bringing honor or 
dishonor to a person. Say for women. And as far as I was able to find…the answer is 
nothing. So there is another significant data point. Paul says that this kind of clothing 
brings honor or dishonor to our heads…but nothing like that has ever been mentioned 
before in the history of redemption…and the apostles don’t address it anywhere else in 
the new testament afterward. 
1. So I’m asking the question…what aspect of this text is transcultural…that is…true in 

every place in the same way across time…and what aspect is cultural…that is true 
because of the culture it occurred in but may have a different practical outworking in 
a different culture.  

5. So next I ask…well does the bible ever talk about men praying with their head covered 
or uncovered in a way that is related to honor or shame? And the answer is yes. In 
Exodus 28:36-40, God tells Moses how he wants the priests to be dressed when they 
enter into the Holy place to minister to the Lord. And he tells them I want Aaron and his 
sons to wear a turban with a golden engraving on it that says holy to the Lord. And the 
reason I want you to make them he says in 28:40 is for glory and beauty.  
1. Later in Leviticus 8 and 9 they actually do these things, Aaron makes the sin offering 

and offers the prayers wearing this stuff and the glory of the Lord appears to all the 
people. 
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6. So that is another very significant data point in trying to answer this question. A man 
praying in worship with his head covered in Israel can be for beauty and for glory…
where as a man doing a similar thing in Corinth can bring dishonor. Is covering or 
uncovering your head in prayer the part of this text that is true in the same way in every 
place and for all time…it seems to me that the evidence is beginning to tilt away from 
that conclusion just based on what we have seen biblically.  
1. Finally I look at the reasons Paul gives for a woman wearing a covering and there is a 

very good argument for why all of them appear to be cultural. Verse 5, if a wife prays 
uncovered she dishonors her head since it is the same as if her head were shaven…
well what does that mean? Verse 6 if a wife won’t cover she should cut her hair short 
but since it’s disgraceful to do that let her cover her head.  

2. Paul doesn’t feel the need to explain any of this stuff because it’s something that 
everyone in this culture collectively understands…and it’s not something that we all 
collectively understand. And the reason is that shaved heads are not disgraceful in our 
culture the way they were in Corinthian culture.  

3. Paul is going to give two additional reasons which we will get to in a few minutes but 
from what we have here in these first 6 verses I’m inclined to think that the wearing 
of a veil is the cultural expression of a transcultural principle. The transcultural 
principle being seek to honor your head by what you wear when you pray or 
prophecy. If you open yourself up to asking…why were covering and uncovering 
your head in prayer dishonorable or disgraceful things in Corinthian culture you find 
all kinds of interesting information. 

10. Why would Paul care about a man covering his head in prayer and the answer is likely that 
that is how Pagans prayed. (Click to slide). This is a statue of caesar Augustus being depicted 
as the ideal worshipping Roman statesman. This is a propaganda piece trying to sell a vision 
of the emperor as the ideal citizen to the masses.  And what is most interesting about this is 
what the emperor has hanging down from the head…namely a Roman toga being used as a 
covering as he worships in a Roman temple 
1. If this is what Paul had in mind…Paul is saying MEN it is shameful for you to pray in 

public as one arrayed for a pagan devotional. Particularly you are bring shame to your 
head Jesus Christ by what you wear.  
1. The time I showed up to preach wearing my shorts, raiders shirt and sandels. 

Christian corrected me. I walked out and several people wanted to talk to me about 
the Raiders instead of about the Word of God just preached. We can honor or 
dishonor Christ with how we choose to dress. 

11. Paul then turns to wives in verse 5 and says if you pray or prophesy with your head 
UNCOVERED you bring dishonor to your head…namely your husband. I’ve made mention 
of the fact that the Corinthian culture was sexually debauched in a way that would make 
Vegas blush. Prostitution was extremely common to the point that it was usually involved in 
the average dinner party of wealthy citizens. And it was taken for granted that chaste and 
respectable women went out of the house with a veil over their head to indicate that they 
belonged to someone else. 
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1. To wear a head covering was like a warning that if you try anything there will be legal 
ramifications. And there was a body of law that protected women who went out in public 
with a veil on. So the situation in Corinth worked like this…if you went out with a veil…
you were considered respectable and under legal attention…and as a consequence you 
would get basically no male attention. On the other hand if you went out without a veil 
on the opposite was true. You would likely get a lot of male attention but you would have 
no protection under the law. And its in this context that Paul says if you are standing up 
to speak in the middle of worship next to your husband and you aren’t wearing a 
covering you are dishonoring him.  
1. She is like one whose head is shaven…and in Corinthian culture that means she is 

like one who has been convicted of adultery and has had her hair shaved off as a 
mark of her shame. What Paul is saying here…is if you pray with your head 
uncovered you are presenting yourself as someone who has forsaken your husbands 
love and care and given yourself to someone else. 

2. When he says in verse 6 if you if a wife won’t cover her head she might as well go 
the whole way and say I’ve broken my husbands trust and am no longer under his 
authority with the typical sign of the adulteress. But Paul doesn’t want that for the 
women…he says that is disgraceful to present yourself that way…and since I want 
you to present yourself honorable and not disgracefully a woman ought to cover her 
head when speaking in the service. 

3. Now that took a really long time to get through the first 6 verses so I have to start 
moving a lot more quickly here…but here is what I have tried to establish…Paul is 
concerned that you and I would seek to bring honor to our heads in how we dress…
men should seek to honor Christ…women should seek to honor their husbands and 
their fathers with how they present themselves. And I think Paul’s particular 
application for wives in this section is that you wouldn’t dress for worship in such a 
way that communicates “I’m available look at me” to other men. Now what are the 
precise mechanics of that how many inches can the skirt be above the knee…I don’t 
have a law for you. 

4. But I want you to see the heart of this command…dress in such a way that it is clear 
when you come to church that I am here to honor another not to be looked at. 

2. That is Paul’s first and primary concern. 

Let’s now look to the reason for Paul’s concern. 
1. Verse 7 for man ought not to cover his head since he is the image and glory of God, but 

woman is the glory of man. 
2. Paul’s emphasis is on glory…woman and man are both the image of God…notice Paul stops 

short of calling woman the image of man. Paul knows his bible, he knows that both men 
AND women are the image of God…but he is trying to make a point about glory and about 
the fact that all of us have been made to bring glory to another. Man is meant to be like a 
mirror reflecting the glory of God and woman is like a mirror reflecting the glory of man.  
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3. And this was by God’s design. Paul says in verses 8 and 9 that woman was made FROM 
man and that woman was made FOR man and this has implications that aren’t true in the 
reverse order. And this is a good and a glorious thing not a sexist or inequality thing. 
1. Remember the creation story…everything God made was good except for one thing…it 

was not good for man to be alone…and so God made a helper suitable for him…namely 
woman. And when she is formed she completes the man and completes creation and the 
result is Adam singing over her with joy. 

2. And I think this is a central part of Paul’s point. Paul wants the wives to present 
themselves as chaste and respectable women in worship because if she were to let the 
fullness of her beauty out for all to see it would bring glory to her and her husband rather 
than to God, whom you are gathered to glorify. 

3. The point here isn’t so much about authority and subordination as it is about who you 
want to be glorified in worship. The logic seems to be that God created man to mirror 
HIS glory in an uncovered way, and he created woman to glorify man in an uncovered 
way. And since we are here to glorify God and not man, let the woman dress in a modest 
way that seeks to bring honor to her head and to her God. 

4. Verse 10 is another one of those difficult texts to translate with certainty. The text says in 
greek that: “THAT is why a wife ought to authority on or over her head. The word for 
symbol is not in the greek text but one of several potential interpretations for what Paul 
means by his use of the word authority. The problem I have with the translation of the ESV is 
that it makes it sound like someone else’ authority is on the woman head when that greek 
word never means passive authority.  
1. Exousian is always authority one exerts over another or themselves…it’s never a passive 

thing. So what do I do with that. Well I think what Paul is saying let the woman exercise 
authority over her own physical head in the sense of self control. 

2. To quote another scholar “By wearing a head covering, the woman keeps control over 
her head so that males do not eye her when she is praying and prophesying. Paul wishes 
to curb the erotic potential of the uncovered female head in the context of worship.” 

3. So to say that another way…when we are all gathered here for worship…and you know 
you are going to get up in front of everyone to speak…and you know everyone is going 
to be looking at you..I desire that a woman has the self-control to choose to dress in such 
a way that will allow the focus to remain on the glory of her God and honor her husband. 

4. Paul’s concern is that in all we do whether we eat or drink…we strive to glorify God. 
5. Then the last little clause Paul throws in there has stumped interpreters for ages. This is why 

she ought to have authority over her own head…because of the angels. The greek word for 
angels can mean messengers sent to observe or report or it can mean literal heavenly angels. 
And as much as it would help my interpretation of this text to refer it human messengers…
the case is overwhelmingly stronger to translate angeloi as heavenly beings. 
1. Now how do angels fit into Paul’s argument…it’s hard to know. He doesn’t explain it. 

My opinion but I could be wrong is that Paul thinks of angels as those who maintain 
order in the world on God’s behalf…think of the riders in Zecharaiah 1 who go out to 
patrol all the earth and report back to God what they have seen. 
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2. I think Paul is saying by maintaining godly order among yourselves you are revealing to 
all heavenly and earthly powers that the glory of God is the heart beat and central 
concern of the church in the earth…even when that affects how you dress. 

3. By concerning ourselves with glorying God…we enable the angels to glory in God as 
well. 

So what is Paul primarily concerned about…that we honor our head with how we dress in 
worship. Why is he concerned about that? Because at it’s heart the issue is about desiring to 
glorify God. God created us to have unique roles in that process…and part of godly feminine 
self-control is desiring for the focus to remain on God. And when we do this all of creation…
even the beings of heaven rejoice with gladness at what the gospel is doing in the midst of the 
earth. Let’s now close with the response that Paul desires from us and how we can apply this 
principle to ourselves. 

The response paul desires. 
1. It’s simple…don’t over react, judge what is proper, recognize how God’s order teaches us 

these things…and don’t let this be something you divide the church over. 
2. Paul says in verse 11…don’t take what I have said in verse 7-9 and leave thinking that i’m 

saying that just because woman and man glorify differently that somehow man is better than 
women. Don’t over-react and over apply my words. It’s interesting that he inserts this 
unnecessary caveat into the argument almost in anticipation of male over-correction. 

3. Verse 11 in the Lord woman in not independent of man, nor man of woman (make decisions 
together); for as woman was made from man, so man is now born of oman. And all things 
are from God. Was woman made from man and for man? Yes. How many women have come 
from a man since? The answer is zero. And Paul’s point is you guys are mutually dependent 
upon each other.  
1. Marriage is meant to be a relationships of reciprocity…it’s meant to be a mutual 

interdependence that results in mutual blessing. That you would nourish and cherish each 
other the would you own flesh since the two of you are one flesh. Don’t over react and 
over apply the glory thing. Christ is not domineering over the church…husbands don’t be 
domineering over your wife. Christ desires to please and bless His father…wives desire 
to bless and please your own husbands. Dress AND LIVE to bring honor to your head. 

4. In verse 13 Paul gives his first command. Judge for yourselves. What do you want us to 
judge Paul. I want you to judge what is proper for a wife to do…the greek word for proper is 
a word that speaks to social decorum…it’s a question about what is seemly, what is 
respectable…what is dignified in Roman culture. This is another why I think the proper 
application of this text MUST be deeper than wearing or not wearing a prayer veil.  
1. If you wear a prayer veil…but then dress in a way that is not proper or dignified in 

culturally speaking…if you wear a prayer veil and then dress in a way that is overtly 
calling attention to your physical appearance I don’t think you have obeyed this text. 

2. By saying judge for yourselves what is proper…we are given an ongoing freedom to do 
that as culture changes. What is proper today is different than what was proper 500 years 
ago. What was proper 500 years ago would probably be a massive distraction today. So 
judge for yourselves what is proper. 
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5. Paul then asks in verse 14-15  does not nature itself teach that if a man wears long hair it is a 
disgrace for him, but if a woman has long hair it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for 
a covering. This was the hardest part of the text for me to work out. When Paul asks does not 
nature teach you that long hair is a disgrace for man but a glory for woman…you have to 
probe into what could he possibly mean by that? 
1. If my wife and I just stopped cutting our hair….it would probably grow at the same 

speed…so it’s not quantitatively different…our hair would be different colors but it’s 
hard to see how our hair would qualitatively different…how does nature teach us from 
male and female hair about glory and disgrace? What do I do with example of Samson? 

2. And the answer I believe is found in properly understanding what Paul means by the 
word phusis, which is translated as nature. This word often shows up when people are 
describing society as the natural order of things. So Paul it is likely that what Paul means 
here is to say does not the way things are teach you that when a man wears his hair like a 
woman it is a disgrace for him…but when a woman wears her hair like a woman it is her 
glory? 

3. It’s been pointed out in the archeological literature that in Roman Corinth there haven’t 
been any sculptures uncovered of men with long hair with one notable exception. There 
is a large facade with statues of the conquered Parthians being marched through the 
city…and in it the men have long uncut hair that is meant to indicate their weakness and 
loss of masculinity. You can google the facade of captives at Corinth and see pictures, I 
wasn’t able to find a non copyrighted photo of it for you. 

4. But if you grew up with that in the middle of town. And that is how everyone thought 
about hair length in your culture…than wouldn’t it make sense that if you were to wear 
your hair that way as a man…nature itself would cause you to feel embarrassed and/or 
disgraced? 

6. But when a woman wears her hair like a woman it’s beautiful and attractive…it’s her glory. 
The point being we ought to embrace our God-given genders with how we dress and 
recognize that our culture itself teaches us that a covering can be a glorious thing with the 
analogy of hair. 

7. Finally Paul says…don’t be contentious about this…none of the churches fight about this. 
There is no such practice as debating whether or not these things are true in any of the 
churches of God…which seems to irrefutably universalize the principle being discussed. 

Let’s conclude with an application of Paul’s teaching. 
The application of Paul’s teaching
1. How has your heart been doing? As I have been speaking have I been making you uncomfortable? 

Are you grasping onto what you want this to say…or are you gladly and joyfully desiring to God 
wherever the Word of God would lead you. Preach the gospel…that cuts across what’s intuitive

2. If a woman is going to pray or prophesy in the worship, it should be obvious that she is not doing it as 
an assertion of authority or control of the service.

3. Wives should respect their husbands in prayer and prophecy Husbands should embrace Christ’s 
example and character as a head, by loving their wives the way Christ loved the church.

COMMUNION: This table teaches us that headship and submission are good things that result 
in the glorious gospel of our salvation.
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