
THE GIFTS OF THE SOVEREIGN SPIRIT 
An exposition of 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
at West Hills Evergreen on July 1, 2018 

INTRODUCTION: Walking through 1 Corinthians together has been quite the journey. Ligon 
Duncan at the Shepherds conference acknowledged to Jason how pastorally difficult this book is. 
And perhaps no section of this book is as controversial as the section we are about to begin…
namely chapters 12-14 and the spiritual gifts. 

PROBLEM: There are a number of things that make this subject difficult to talk about. But 
probably the biggest thing is that most of us have some kind of experience with the spiritual 
gifts, and those experiences are either positive or negative. And what happens when you have an 
impactful experience with something that is either positive or negative is that there is a subtle 
tendency to then come to the Bible looking to confirm your experience. And so the challenge for 
all of us as we walk through this is going to be working as hard as we can to be objective with 
the data that’s in front of us, and to keep a careful watch over our own hearts again being careful 
when we find ourselves hoping for a certain conclusion, rather than saying I want to believe what 
God has said. 
 But having studied this subject for a long time, there are a few areas of agreement that I 
think are important to understand..  
1. It’s not that Spiritual gifts are controversial. It’s that a few of the gifts are controversial.  
2. Within the conservative evangelical world (and by that I mean among those who hold to the 

Word of God as the final authority on all questions), everyone agrees that there are people 
who have abused the spiritual gifts in a way that has caused great harm to souls. 

3. Everyone agrees that to respond to that abuse by neglecting to teach on the subject entirely is 
not wise for the church or faithful to the Word of God. 

4. Everyone agrees that the right use of spiritual gifts is really important and that it is one of 
God’s intended means for building up His body into the fullness of Christ. 

5. Finally everyone agrees that the Spirit is actively working through His people, gifting them 
for service and empowering various ministries for the glory of God. That is not what’s 
controversial…everyone agrees with that. It’s simply a debate over whether or not all the 
gifts are still present or if some of them have ceased. 

So why am I saying all this? I’m saying this to acknowledge the elephant in the room that this 
subject has a controversial element to it, and we may not all agree on every detail of the 
discussion by the end. But on the other hand, there are some really important things to learn here 
about how the Spirit works among us that aren’t controversial at all and are really important the 
life and ministry of our local church. So with fear and trembling, let’s take up Paul’s first section 
of text here and see what the Lord has to say to us this morning. Here is my main point today 

MAIN POINT: The Spirit has gifted every Christian for service, so glorify God with your gifts 
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SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles to 1 Corinthians 12. Last Sunday we 
concluded the Apostle Paul’s pastoral response to the Corinthian controversy over the Lord’s 
Supper. And it became obvious that Paul’s underlying concern for the Corinthians was the same 
as it has been since the beginning of chapter 8. There is a group in the church saying I want to do 
whatever I want…and they are doing this to the detriment of others. And Paul has been 
systematically unmasking and rebuking that attitude in the controversy of eating meat sacrificed 
to idols, in paying those who minister to the church and preach the gospel, in how women should 
adorn themselves in worship, and most recently how we go about participating in the Lord’s 
supper.  
 And as he responded to these controversies he has also brought out the true paradigm of 
the Christian life, namely, Jesus Christ and Him crucified. He used Jesus Himself as well as his 
apostolic example of imitating Jesus as the pattern that Christians are called to walk in. Which 
now brings us to the subject of spiritual gifts, and perhaps not to our surprise…we are going to 
see the same fundamental problem at work in how the Corinthians are using them. So with the 
greater context in mind, let’s now humble our minds and open our hearts for the reading of the 
Word of God. 

READING: 1 Corinthians 12:1–11 [1] Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want 
you to be uninformed. [2] You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute 
idols, however you were led. [3] Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the 
Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the 
Holy Spirit. 
 [4] Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; [5] and there are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord; [6] and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
empowers them all in everyone. [7] To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. [8] For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another 
the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, [9] to another faith by the same Spirit, 
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, [10] to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. [11] All these are empowered by one and the 
same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.  

PRAYER: As we enter into this discussion of Spiritual gifts Lord I want to open my mouth on 
behalf of the souls gathered here, who have been purchased by the blood of Christ, who have 
assembled and committed to one another in Jesus name, and who are waiting together in hope of 
His return and the restoration of all things. Would you sanctify us in the truth. Your word is truth. 
Would you make us one, just as you Father were in Jesus, He was in you, that we may be in you 
so that the world may believe that you sent Him. Would you protect us from disunity over these 
precious gifts you have given…that are intended to build unity, and in doing so, would you make 
all of us more like Jesus. We are all like grass Lord…us and our opinions will come and go…but 
Your Word will stand forever. Speak to us now by the power of Your Holy Spirit we ask in Jesus 
name, Amen. 
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ROAD MAP: 1.) What is a Spirit filled life? 2) What is a spiritual gift? 3) What do the gifts look 
like? 4) What is my spiritual gift? 

WHAT IS A SPIRIT FILLED LIFE? 
1. Let’s jump into verse 1. I was shocked as I started to study how much there was to explore in 

these first three verses. In fact, in retrospect, this opening gambit really could have been an 
entire sermon in itself. So I’m going to have to move somewhat quickly through a number of 
things that really deserve more reflection than what I am able to offer you this morning. 
1. Paul opens this chapter with a familiar phrase…”now concerning”. In chapter 7, Paul in 

verse 1 transitioned from responding to the verbal report he had received from Chloe’s 
people to a written letter he had received from the congregation themselves. In 7:1 Paul 
says, now concerning the matter about which you wrote…and then he quotes a bit of the 
letter back to them and then proceeds to show them what is true and false about what 
they have written.  

2. In chapter 8:1 Paul says “Now concerning food offered to idols” and then he quotes a bit 
of their letter “all of us possess knowledge”, and then proceeds to show them what is true 
and false about what is written. And there are other examples of Paul doing this that 
don’t use this exact phrase. 

2. But suffice it to say, based on what I just explained, it’s easy to detect Paul doing a similar if 
not identical thing here. In other words…it seems that the Corinthians have written to Paul 
about the Spiritual gifts and Paul is now intending to respond to them about it. And based on 
everything we are going to see in chapters 12-14, we know the question had something to do 
with whether or not the spiritual gift of tongues was the sign of an especially spiritual life.  
1. Paul we are trying to figure out whether we are ranking ourselves correctly over here, 

can you clarify whether or not tongues is the thing that the super spiritual Christians 
have? Last Sunday night Jeanine and I went down to the Morgan Hill campus for the 
sexuality in the post Christian world seminar, which was amazing by the way. Check out 
the audio if you can. But the speaker Mike Goeke, talked about growing up baptist. And 
in the baptist culture apparently there is a clear difference between good baptists and bad 
baptists. Bad baptists only go to church on Sunday mornings. Bad baptists go Sunday 
morning and Sunday evening. And the SUPER baptists go morning, evening AND WEd 
nights. And he was like…you folks who have ever been a part of a baptist church know 
what I’m talking about. 

2. And it was gnarly the number of people who laughed. And what I want to say is….Paul 
is responding to people who are trying to make spiritual gifts the basis of their raking 
system…but Paul’s response to them is going to be a response to all of our own ideas 
about how we rank each other. 

3. So returning to verse 1. Paul says now concerning…and then he uses the greek word 
pneumatikon. Now that word is a challenging one to translate. And it’s challenging 
BECAUSE in greek the way the word is spelled can either be masculine referring to spiritual 
people…or neuter referring to spiritual gifts…you literally spell the word exactly the same 
way and typically the context determines which one is intended masculine or neuter. And as 
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you can see in your bibles, virtually every translation assumes that given the context, Paul is 
referring to spiritual gifts.  

4. But here is why I bring this up…Paul is probably using the word they prefer to describe the 
spiritual gifts. Their word means things of the spirit. I have the things of the Spirit. When we 
get to verse 4 and begin unpacking Paul’s response, he changes the Word to charismatwn…
which doesn’t emphasize the spirituality aspect as much as it does the gift aspect. It is a gift 
of grace. 

5. So Paul says now concerning Spiritual gifts brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. The greek word is A-Knoweldgeable. There are three words for knowledge in 
these 3 verses and the argument goes something like this. When it comes to Spiritual gifts I 
don’t want you to lack knowledge. Here’s what you do know, verse 2, when you were 
Pagan’s your thoughts and feelings and ideas…led you to worship things that can’t even talk. 
Mute Idols. And because that is the case…here is what I want you to know…occurrence 
three…no one speaking in the Spirit of God can say Jesus is accursed and no one can say 
Jesus is Lord except in the Holy Spirit. 
1. Now there has been a lot of ink spilled trying to explain what is going on in verse 3. 

There are basically two options…the first is to assume Paul is trying to describe 
something that was literally happening in Corinth. There were actually Christians saying 
Jesus is accursed in worship services. But that creates the extremely difficult problem of 
explaining how or why or in what context any Christian could or would ever say that 
when the church is assembled for worship. And more shockingly…if that’s the case you 
have to try and explain why Paul brings it up and moves on in such a casual…non-
confrontational way. 

2. The other option…which is much more appealing to me is that Paul isn’t trying to 
describe something that happened…but rather to lay down a base line for how to know 
whether or not a person is truly Spiritual.  

6. If that’s the case than this is what is being said…Now concerning the things of the Spirit you 
wrote to me about…I don’t want you to lack knowledge. Here is what you do know…your 
own thoughts and feelings about spirituality have led you to unhelpful places in the past. 
Therefore here is what you need to know…the way you detect the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in a persons life is not about the gifts you see but about the way that person orients 
their life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

7. Question: what is a Holy Spirit filled life? Answer: a life lived joyfully under the lordship of 
Jesus. For Paul…if you confess Jesus as Lord that means you have been bought with a price 
and you must now glorify God with your body. For the Corinthians…to confess that Jesus 
was Lord and not Aphrodite or Caesar had profound political and economic consequences. 
There was no category for them…like we have in America…of people saying “I believe 
Jesus is Lord” without that confession entailing serious consequences. 

8. So this is perhaps the most important thing I want you to see today…we know the Spirit is 
here when we are looking at Jesus. You won’t love and submit to Jesus apart from the Spirit 
of God working upon your heart and mind. How do we rank each other? It’s not how many 
church services you attend each week. It’s not the gifts we have? The greatest among us is 
the servant of all…the greatest among us is the One who is most like, most enraptured by 
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and submitted to Jesus Christ…who came not to be served but to serve and to give His life as 
a ransom for many. 

9. This is how Paul sets the stage for his discussion of the Spiritual gifts. There is no spiritual 
gift that makes you more spiritual than other people. The evidence of a truly spiritual life is 
not related in any particular gift…it’s related to trying to live like Jesus is your King, you are 
HIs bondservant…and your life is about glorifying Him. 

10. I think sometimes in our church culture, we can treat theological knowledge like it’s the sign 
of true spirituality. But Paul is having none of that…truly spiritual people, love and live for 
Jesus Christ the Lord…no matter how simple or smart…no matter how influential or quiet…
no matter how popular or unpopular…do you desire to be great for your God…live for His 
Son…and at the proper time he will exalt you. 

11. This brothers and sisters…is a Spirit filled life according to Paul. And having established 
that…let’s now turn to what Paul wants to say about the Spiritual gifts. What is a spiritual 
gift? 

WHAT IS A SPIRITUAL GIFT 
1. Look back down at verse 4. Well apparently there is a whole variety of them. Now there are 

varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in 
everyone. 

2. Now what’s clear in this text is that Paul is trying to assert the unity within the variety. He 
says varitey…same, variety same, variety same. There are a variety of different gifts…but 
it’s the same Spirit who has given them. There is varieties of service but the Same Lord so on 
and so forth. And what Paul is probably getting at here is this to quote another scholar “No 
one is to say that he has more of the Holy Spirit because he has more gifts. The same Spirit 
distributes the small or the large gift, not because He favors one Christian less or more than 
another, but because of His sovereign purposes….The GIVER NOT THE GIFT IS WHAT 
ACCOMPLISHES ANYTHING.” 

3. Now this text, helps us in a profound way. We tend to think of the gifts as something that the 
Spirit gives, and service and activities as something we do…but look at what this says…it 
says that it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. In other words…we are 
basically as dependent on God working in power to get these chairs set up as we are to have 
an effective sermon preached today. 

4. Paul responds to their question about spiritual gifts by making it about everything you do as 
a spiritual person. You are not more spiritual if you have a certain gift or gifts. You are not 
more spiritual because you are serving in one area and not another. It’s not more spiritual to 
preach than it is to set up chairs…if both of us are doing it because Jesus Christ is our Lord. 
1. I mean can we just do a little thought experiment together? Imagine being a member of 

this church…and you hear that we have a need for people to get to the community center 
at 8am on Sunday morning, two hours before service and set up chairs. And you think to 
yourself…hmmm…I could stay home and sleep in, get up late and brew some coffee, 
enjoy some eggs and toast while I read my bible…or I could use one of my two weekend 
mornings to get up early, drive to church, and do something that no one will probably 
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see, no one will notice and thank me for, and most people wont even really consider to be 
an important service to the church. 

2. What should I do…should I go or should I stay? Can I suggest that only the presence of 
the Spirit pointing you to the Lordship of Jesus Christ will cause you to actually WANT 
TO go. Can I suggest that these chairs being set up every Sunday morning is a 
manifestation of the Spirit working in our midst for the common good. 

5. And this brings me to verse 7, so Paul used three words to define how the Spirit is working 
in our midst…he calls them gifts charisms, in verse 4, service in verse 5, and activities in 
verse 6…and in verse 7 he groups them all under the one title of manifestations of the Sprit.  

6. This is one of those texts where experience, whether positive or negative can throw you off 
the scent of what that phrase means. Manifestation of the Spirit doesn’t mean…precisely the 
Spirit showing his power in some clearly supernatural way….that’s one part of it…what 
manifestation of the Spirit is the Spirit showing HImself. Manifestations of the Spirit is God 
showing Himself through a person for the common good. It’s God glorifying Himself 
through a persons life whether through a gift…though a service or through an activity. 
1. The first and most important thing Paul has to say about what a spiritual gift is…is that 

it’s not equivalent to the wildly supernatural expressions that people debate about. God 
desires to work supernaturally in everything you are doing…and what that means is…he 
wants to show the Spirit…He wants His glory to become visible in what you do and how 
you do it…and He Himself is at work in all Christians who are trying to do that. 

7. Verse 7 says TO EACH IS GIVEN….not to the spiritual ones and the super godly ones. To 
each of us. To all of us. To every one of you who are trying to live under the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ. And that assumes that every single one of you has something significant to 
contribute to the life and health of this local church. Every single one of you is important for 
building up this body into the fullness of maturity and the likeness of the Son of God. 
1. And what you have is significant not because of who you are…but because of the God 

who has given you gifts, areas of service, or opportunities to be active for him. 
2. People at Lincoln Glen who have walked with God for a lifetime….they have gifts to 

share with us like we have gifts to share with them. 
3. So second and most important…all of us have been power and opportunities to manifest 

the Spirit in our church and the assumption is that you are going to use it to try and 
glorify God. 

8. And third…the reason you have been given a manifestation of the Spirit is not so that people 
can see how great you are…or so that we will pat each other on the back…or for any other 
reason that revolves around the self…the reason we have all been given these manifestations 
is for the common good. You have a gift for everyone else. The gifts are others oriented…
they are FOR building up the body, comforting, consoling, helping, so on and so forth. 

So what have we seen so far? We have seen that the truest mark of a spirit filled life is not the 
presence of any particular spiritual gift but a life lived under the Lordship of Jesus. Second we 
have seen that what a spiritual gift IS is a manifestation of God through your life for the common 
good as you seek to serve others. This charisma…this grace gift can express itself in varieties of 
ways, but God is seeking to empower everything we do for Him…He wants to glorify Himself in 
everything as we serve and labor for His sake. 
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WHAT DO THE GIFTS LOOK LIKE? 
1. In verse 8 Paul turns and begins to give a list of examples of what these gifts, services and 

activities can look like. And it’s important to recognize that Paul doesn’t use the word for 
Spiritual gifts…charismata as a technical term. 
1.  In other words…he doesn’t limit what he means by the word gift to a handful of 

expressions in a persons life. Elsewhere he can talk about eternal life itself as charismata, 
of Israel’s election as charismata. Earlier in this letter in fact Paul called singleness and 
marriage, charismata so it’s important to recognize that Paul is a lot more fluid with that 
term than we tend to be as I think we see in verses 4-7. What he is talking about when he 
says spiritual gifts are manifestations of the spirit in all of their varied forms. 

2. Additionally, it is not likely that what we are looking at is some kind of exhaustive list of 
the Spiritual gifts. In the NT there are 5 gift lists and none of them are the same. None of 
them have the same order and thus the majority of people I read assume that the casual 
nature of these lists suggests that Paul was not intending to be exhaustive. So what you 
have here is a sampling of what some of the gifts look like, not a list of what all of the 
gifts actually are. 

2. First he says verse 8 “For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit. So what are these things? 
Let me stop at this point tell you that the reason there is debate around the topic of spiritual 
gifts is because Paul never gives a clear definition of what each of these things are and how 
exactly they work.  
1. And where I think we get into trouble is when we try to get more specific than the bible 

is. So what is going to follow is my best attempt to reason what some of these things are 
from the Word but I’m doing so wanting you to understand that these are nowhere 
defined for us…and so the best we can do is try and describe what we think it is based on 
the evidence we have. I also want to clarify that when you read books on the Spiritual 
gifts…and they have a whole chapter on what the utterance of wisdom is and how to do 
it…they are making an educated guess. People look at these gifts and they look at Acts 
and go maybe that story is an example of this gift…and I think the best we can say is…
yeah maybe? Maybe that’s what it is. The text never calls it that…so maybe. Now that 
being thoroughly qualified…what do I know for sure about wisdom and knowledge. 

2. What i know for sure is that this issue of wisdom and knowledge have been central issues 
for Paul in this letter. In Corinthians 2:6-10 Paul clarifies that the Spirit reveals wisdom 
in the cross, and the Spirit reveals wisdom to God’s people that we might understand the 
things freely given us by God. But that wisdom is set in juxtaposition to worldly wisdom 
and worldly understanding that led the rulers of this world to crucify the Lord of glory. 

3. And where worldly wisdom and God’s wisdom ultimately collide is at the cross of Jesus. 
And the same is true for knowledge. In 1 Corinthians 8, Paul quotes the Corinthians 
saying “all of us possess knowledge.” To which Paul responds, this knowledge puffs up 
but love builds up. If anyone imagines that he KNOWS something, he does not yet know 
as he ought to know. But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 
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4. And Paul’s big point in that section is to clarify that it doesn’t matter Corinthians if 
theologically speaking you are right…if your knowledge of theology does not lead you to 
a glad willingness to lay down your rights and your preferences for weaker Christians 
THE WAY JESUS DID FOR YOU AT THE CROSS, you do not yet know anything 
about God as you ought to. In other words…the difference between worldly knowledge 
and knowledge from God find their ultimate conflict at the cross of Christ. 

5. So what is an utterance or a message or a word of wisdom and knowledge given through 
the Spirit. Well clearly it’s something you have learned because the Spirit has taught 
you…and it’s likely how the wisdom and understanding revealed at the cross comes to 
bear on a particular situation.  

6. I think the way Paul has been bringing the gospel to bear on the multitude of situations 
throughout this letter might be an example of words of wisdom given through the Spirit. 
So what exactly are the mechanics of this? Is it something that’s given to you in the 
moment, or is it something you learn over time and at a particular point God places you 
in a situation with someone who is in need and you are able to share what you have 
learned? I’m not sure. It doesn’t say. 

7. Additionally if you are talking with someone, and something wise and knowledgeable 
comes to mind…we aren’t told how to detect the difference between whether or not it’s 
coming from the Spirit of God or from your memory or something else. We are just told 
that one of the ways the Spirit manifests Himself is by giving utterances of wisdom and 
knowledge to people…which is likely the necessary words to help someone bring the 
gospel to bear on a real life situation they are working through. In the book of James 
chapter 1, James tell us that if we lack wisdom than pray and ask God for it. And if you 
do…it seems to me…something like this might happen through the Spirit’s working. 

3. Verse 9 Paul says to another faith by the same Spirit. Since Paul talks about this as 
something that “another” has, and not everyone…it is universally accepted that is being 
described here cannot be SAVING FAITH…since they only way to possess the Spirit in the 
first place is to have repented and believed. So what is faith as a special manifestation of the 
Spirit? I think the following definition makes as much sense as anything I was able to come 
up with “It probably refers to a supernatural conviction that God will reveal His power or 
mercy in a special way in a specific instance.” 
1. In any case, what we can know for sure is that whatever faith is referring to specifically, 

is meant for the common good of the community. And I think that resonates with 
experience. Spending time with people who are full of confidence in God’s power and 
mercy to work in the world around them has a very edifying effect on my soul.  

4. So Paul says to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit. 
There is a double plural in that sentence. It’s gifts’ plural of healings plural by the one Spirit. 
This double use of the plural in greek assumes variety…in english when we say I’m bring a 
plate of fruits or cheeses…the implicit assumption is that I am brining more than one kind of 
fruit or more than one kind of cheese by using the plural.  

5. What this doesn’t say…is that to another is given the gift of healing in the way that people 
have understood that in the modern sense. The assumption is that the healing comes in all 
kinds of different ways and through all kinds of different people. And the reason I say that is 
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because the implied variety suggests that a person may not only be a channel that imparts a 
gift of healing but might be the recipient of the gift of healing. 

6. So I want to say two things about this. When the NT talks about healing it usually talks about 
it as both healing of physical maladies but also the driving out of demons. Miracles of 
healing weren’t one sided as dealing with the physical body only…it dealt with the healing 
of people both physically AND spiritually. 

7. The second thing I want to say is that people who were used by God to heal weren’t 
successful every time they tried. Take Paul for instance in Acts 28. In Acts 28 Paul heals 
Publius’ father who was dying of fever and dyssentery. And when the word got out, the rest 
of the people on the island came and were healed by him.  
1. Some years later, in 2 Corinthians…Paul was praying to God about a horrible pain of 

some kind, a thorn in his side that tormented him. And he said God please take this away 
please heal me. And rather than healing…rather than giving Paul a charismata grace 
gift…he said Paul my charis my grace is sufficient for yo, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness.”  

8. I think it’s more true to what we see in Scripture to think of gifts of healings as something 
that God chooses to do sometimes for His own purposes and glory through peoples prayers. 
It’s not something we can control. It’s something that the Spirit in His sovereignty sometimes 
gives to people who are praying earnestly for it. And sometimes he withholds it for His own 
purposes and glory. 

9. In verse 10, Paul says to another is given the working of miracles. And what it actually says 
in Greek is works of power. I don’t think that that excludes miracles I just think that 
translating that word as miracles seems to limit the scope of what Paul means in a way that 
Paul himself may not be doing. For instance in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Paul refers to His 
preaching the gospel in a simple, unelaborated way was an example of how the Spirit 
worked in power in their midst. Demonstrations of the Spirit and of power through HIs 
preaching.  
1. I think it’s important to recognize the background of how Paul uses the word power. He 

uses it to talk about how the gospel saves as well as how the powers of darkness enslave 
the world. If that is more along the lines of what Paul means he doesn’t have miracles in 
mind like turning water into wine…the kind of miracle he is thinking is when the Spirit 
works in power in evangelism and breaks the bonds of this present darkness to set a 
ransomed sinner free. 

2. When that happens that is the spirit manifesting Himself through us. 
10. Paul says to another prophecy. We are going to have to look more in depth at that one and we 

will when we come to 1 Corinthians 14. I think the gift of prophecy is when the Holy Spirit 
reveals something to a christian for the purpose of ministry or mission and that Christian 
fallibly reports it to others in human words. But I will give you a much broader argument for 
that view when we get there…but again it’s one of these things where we have to work as 
hard as we can to try and conclude what we can from what we actually have. 

11. To another verse 10, the ability to distinguish between spirits. I was actually surprised to find 
that many people don’t think Paul is referring to distinguishing between good spirits and bad 
spirits…and they don’t think that because Paul never refers to evil spirits by the word 
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pneuma which he uses in this text. Instead, many think that he is again drawing on the Spirit 
of God vs. the spirit of the age distinction we saw in 1 Corinthians chapter 2, in particular 
verse 12. If that’ correct, than Paul is talking about the ability to distinguish between what is 
of God’s Spirit and what isn’t in the broader sense. The ability to discern spirits then 
wouldn’t just be about recognizing if the Spirit was speaking through a message, but 
working in a ministry or in a teacher so on and so forth. 
1. And whatever exactly is being discerned, it’s a gift from God for the common good in the 

church…and not for ones own internal processing and judgement. 
12. Finally Paul brings up tongues and the interpretation of tongues. This one, like prophecy, 

will get a more detailed treatment in 1 Corinthians 14…but I think it’s likely that tongues are 
an actual language unknown to the speaker. In a missionary context like Corinth, that serves 
as the central hub of trade between asia and europe, you would have people coming from all 
over the Roman world speaking a myriad of different languages. And part of how the Spirit 
manifested Himself may be that he granted the ability to speak in languages a person had 
never learned.  
1. Whatever they are exactly, the gift is for the common good to manifest or show the Spirit 

of God for God’s glory…not primarily for ourselves. 
So what have we seen. The primary evidence of a Spirit filled life is the Lordship of Christ. 
Second we saw that what a Spiritual gift IS is a manifestation of God through your life for the 
common good. We have just looked at the myriad of ways that can occur and made the point that 
this is just a sampling and not an exhaustive list. Now let’s close by talking about discerning your 
own spiritual gifts. 

WHAT IS MY SPIRITUAL GIFT? 
1. IF all of us have a gift. How do I know what mine is? Verse 11 All these are empowered by 

one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 
2. It’s what God has willed to give me. It’s not what I want it to be…it is what He has 

sovereignly chosen to give

3. It is something that is empowered by the Spirit for the common good. It’s not necessarily 

something you like to do or feel good at…it is something that God Himself empowers and 
produces the intended result. 

1. I know I was born again into a world of spiritual gift tests…that are basically personality 

tests…your gift may or may NOT coincide with your personality.

4. Manifesting the Spirit is about making God known, and glorifying Him by living under the 

Lordship of Christ…as you go about serving.

5. So we make it our aim to glorify God in Christ and pay attention to where he seems to be 

empowering me for effectiveness…(for the common good, means it has an edifying, 
upbuilding, effect on others). Not introspection…striving to glorify God


6. Affirm the gifts when you see them in others


COMMUNION: Praise God whose Spirit points us to His Son. This message dealing primarily 
with the gifts of the Spirit drive us to the same conclusion every week…that the center of this 
church’s life and identity is not any particular gift but the Son of God whose body was broken 
and blood was shed to take away our sins…who was raised from the dead that we too might walk 
in the newness of life. 
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