
THE PAROUSIA OF GLORY 
An exposition of Rev 21:22-22:5 

at West Hills Evergreen on October 14, 2018 

INTRODUCTION: Christ is risen! Well happy Parousia Sunday! This is the day we schedule 
once a year (similar to Christmas and Easter) where we focus our minds and our hearts on the 
grace that is going to come to us at the return of Jesus Christ. Next week we will return to our 
regularly scheduled programming, preaching through Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians but this 
morning we will be focusing on the Parousia of Christ.  
 The word Parousia in the ancient world was most often used to describe the advent of a 
King to a place. If the emperor of Rome were to visit the city of Corinth for instance, the city 
would have coins struck to commemorate his Parousia. And so it is fitting that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when he speak about the end of time would say things like Matthew 24:27 “For as the 
lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the Parousia of the Son of 
Man.” His coming will be unmistakable.  
 And every time he spoke about his coming he would say things like “Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Mt 24:44), “Watch 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour” when the Son of Man will come. “Behold I 
am coming like a thief, blessed is the one who stay awake and keeps His garments on!” (Rev 
16:15). Another way of saying all this is: Christ is coming…so live every day in preparation 
for His return. Peter says in 1 Peter 1:13 Therefore preparing your minds for action, and being 
sober-minded, set your hope FULLY on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. Now how do you take that command seriously? I think at the minimum, we as 
church take a day out of the year to focus on it. To focus on our future. To focus on the future 
inheritance gifted to us from God, in Christ for His glory. 

PROBLEM: When you think about the future, what do you think about? Do you think about 20 
years from now? 20 days? 20 minutes? Wisdom and righteousness teaches us to think about 
everything in light of the long term future. Jesus as we saw, taught us to live every day in light of 
His future coming. Sin on the other hand, by it’s very nature seeks to cloud the future from our 
decision making. Sin happens when we focus on what will gratify us in the next five seconds. 
Sin pulls your eyes away from what will happen afterwards and focuses on what will happen in 
the moment. And God knows this about us. And He remembers our frame, that we are but dust. 
And so God being our merciful and gracious Father in Heaven, gave us the book of Revelation to 
show us what must soon take place. He has shown us the end of the story that we might make 
decisions today on the basis of what we know for sure what will happen tomorrow 

MAIN POINT: God has promised us a glorious future, so live for it every single day 

SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles to Revelation 21. Jason Trapp introduced 
this book last week, explaining that it was written by the apostle John at the end of his life. And 
at this point he was the last living apostle, all of his close friends had been martyred, and he 
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himself was exiled on the island of Patmos, and all that he knows is that the little struggling 
churches are in trouble, he’s stuck in a place where he can’t physically help them…and so he 
being a pastor, begins to pray. And what he received is a vision of the glorified Christ, and a 
window into reality from heaven’s perspective. 
 And John was shown that suffering lay ahead for the church of God. That over time there 
would appear an unholy trinity of powers who would emerge with the desire lead the church 
away from her King…there would be the beast who says worship me or I’ll kill you, there would 
be the false prophet who says worship the beast or your stupid, and finally he was shown that 
there would be the great prostitute who doesn’t threaten or accuse…but woos…who says come 
to me and I will give you whatever you want. Don’t focus on the future…focus on the next five 
minutes.  
 And what John is shown throughout the vision is that this battle for the hearts of men 
isn’t really a battle…the victory has been achieved by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The victory has been achieved by the One who is worthy to take up the scroll and open it’s seals. 
And the most staggering part of this vision…if one can speak this way…is the way that it ends…
and the end of the story is what I want to focus on today…so that you will live for it every day. 
When the Lord returns, he has promised to recreate the heavens and the earth…and the division 
between God and man will be obliterated. Our text this morning is going to describe life in the 
New Jerusalem the city garden where God and man will dwell together again. I’m not sure how 
your week is going…but here is what I am sure of…the promises I am about to read to you are 
trustworthy and true. Let’s now humble our minds and open our hearts for the reading of the 
Word of God: 

READING: [22] And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty 
and the Lamb. [23] And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. [24] By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of 
the earth will bring their glory into it, [25] and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will 
be no night there. [26] They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. [27] But 
nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. (ESV) 
 [1] Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb [2] through the middle of the street of the city; also, on 
either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. 
The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. [3] No longer will there be anything 
accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 
[4] They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. [5] And night will be no 
more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 
reign forever and ever. (Revelation 21:22–27) 

PRAYER: Lord reveal your glory to us 

ROAD MAP: 1) What will not be in our future and why, 2) what will be there and what it 
means, 3) what life is like in eternity, 4) and how this should effect the rest of your day 
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What will not be in our future and why 
1. What is so interesting about this final section of Revelation 21 is that the burden seems to be 

to explain why some very significant that are missing from the new city. The first thing John 
says is I saw no temple in the city. 
1. For the majority of salvation history, the people of God met with the Lord in the physical 

building he appointed. What a temple is…in fact…is the place where God has declared 
he will meet with man. When you read the book of Leviticus in the Old Testament, you 
see hundreds and hundreds of detailed instructions about how the holiness of God’s 
tabernacle (the first temple) is to be maintained in the midst of the people. 

2. And as a Christian reading that after the fact, you can think look at all this and think 
“look at all this irrelevant stuff..glad we don’t have to do that anymore. Or you can have 
the slightly godlier thought which is my goodness…look at the distance between God 
and man created by sin. Look at the amount of detail…look at the amount of blood that is 
necessary for human beings to stand again in the presence of a Holy God. 

3. Or you can read it like the original recipients. How would the keepers of the sacred 
story…that God made us in His image, that He created us very good, and it was our sin 
that drove us away from Him and lead to all the death and suffering in the world…how 
would they have thought about the book of Leviticus? They would have thought…God is 
showing us a way back. 

4. He is not keeping us at arms length forever…He is going to draw near to us and is 
showing us how we can safely draw near to Him without dying. Leviticus is a book of 
grace. The temple is a place of grace. Where broken sinners can bring an offering of 
atonement and be forgiven. It is the place where God dwells and deals with man, as long 
as we do so according to His word. 

5. And so it seems logical that when the Christ returns and establishes the kingdom of 
heaven upon the earth forever…that there would be a temple right? Wouldn’t you expect 
a place for God and man to meet? A place of grace? 

6. Well John says…in the New Jerusalem there is no temple…and the reason why is what 
makes this so significant…there is no temple because it’s temple is the LORD GOD 
ALMIGHTY and the Lamb. The place of God’s presence will be God Himself. 

7. There are no more doors between God and us in our future. There will be no more 
veils…no more sacrifices…no more procedures. He will speak to us face to face as a 
man speaks to His friend.  

2. I don’t know about you, but the times that I felt closest to God are the sweetest and richest 
memories I have. And it’s funny because it usually involves the crushing of some deep 
seated sin…and so it’s a painful drawing near to Him and yet it’s so so so sweet. To be near 
Him. To be awake and aware of His gospel love. That receives me despite my weaknesses 
because of the broken body and shed blood of Jesus Christ my Lord…that is the essence of 
eternal life. 
1. In the New Jerusalem…He is utterly and completely there…their is no temple because 

God is the temple. Every week we participate in the Lord’s supper…we take bread and 
wine and we eat and drink in the presence of our God remembering the cross of Jesus. 
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But in the New Jerusalem….we won’t do this any more. Do you know why? Because 
this is a shadow of what will become the fullness of reality. When you are hungry in the 
world to come you will go out for breakfast with Jesus. Because God is our temple. And 
we are his people. I’m going to move faster now sorry… 

3. Look down at verse 23, it says: And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for 
the glory of God gives it light and it’s lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk 
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 
1. John says there is no more physical light in the new creation. And the reason is that there 

is no need for it. The glory of God reveals everything…and it’s not the glory of God in 
general…it is the glory of God revealed to us through the Lamb. Do you see that. The 
lamp is the Lamb…the light of the glory of God emanates from the Lamb on His throne. 

2. I think the imagery here is meant to convey a depth of meaning. Light and darkness 
always have connotations in the apostle John’s writings. Darkness and night is not 
typically just about the time of day…it is usually conveying overtones of the world apart 
from God…about confusion…or evil. Whereas God is light and in Him is no darkness at 
all.  

3. What I’m saying here is that glory of God functioning like our light is more than just 
being able to see…it’s understanding. We know right now for instance that holy holy 
holy is the Lord God Almighty, the whole earth is full of His glory right now. But we 
can’t always see it. But in the New Jerusalem His glory will be on display so vividly it 
will be like the sun coming out after a long dark night. 

4. This sunshine outside this door was created to preach a sermon to you. That the same 
way the sun rose this morning and gave light and perception and the ability to see what is 
around you clearly after the night…so will the coming glory of God give light to all that 
was and is and ever will be. 

5. There are so many things that happen around us that make us think…why Lord…how 
long O Lord, why won’t you stop this Lord…but on the day of Christ’s parousia…these 
questions are finally and completely answered. And they aren’t answered in the tiny ways 
we think about them…maybe this person died so that they didn’t have to experience this 
or that…we see everything in the light of the glory of God. We will understand how all 
of this brought glory to Jesus Christ, heavens glory lamp, and we will worship with all 
our hearts. 

4. In verse 24 you see the enormity of Christ’s salvation. In the new Jerusalem there are going 
to be people from every nation…and not just every people group…but people from every 
station of life. There will be kings who will bring their glory to Christ. We look at our city 
and think it’s hard for a rich man to enter heaven…why bother evangelizing. But we forget 
the second part of Jesus’ statement that with man this is impossible but with God all things 
are possible. 

5. There is no temple, there is no created light, and verse 25 there are no more shut gates. It’s 
gate will never be shut by day and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the 
glory and honor of the nations. What is this imagery about? In John’s day, city gates were 
typically open during the day and shut at night. And the reason was because they didn’t want 
bad guys sneaking up under the cover of darkness and attacking the city. So the idea is there 
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is no more shut gates because there is no more bad guys and no more cover of darkness. 
There are no more shut gates because there is nothing left to be afraid of. The only people 
who come to the city are the multitudes who want to offer up all that they are and all that 
they do to Jesus Christ and to God Almighty.  
1. There is no more darkness because the glory of God gives the city light…and there are 

no more locked doors because all who are drawn to the light are coming to bring glory 
and honor to Christ. 

6. There is no more temple because God is there…there is no more created light because God’s 
glory is there…there is no more locked doors because in God’s presence there is nothing left 
to be afraid of and finally in verse 27 there is nothing and no one left that does not have a 
portion in the Lamb’s book of life. 
1. It says nothing unclean will ever enter it…which in the book of Revelation is talking 

about anything that belonged to the anti city…the city of Babylon which is the culture of 
wickedness from which God’s people are being saved out of. Nothing unclean is there…
nor anyone who does what is detestable…or false. People who love the things that this 
book calls abominations or who embrace the things that this book calls lies.  

2. The only people who will ever enter God’s Holy city…are those who are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life. Who are those people? How do you know if you are one? Those 
who are written in the Lambs book of life are those who have turned away from what 
God finds detestable, you have turned in your heart away from the love of sin and 
falsehoods, and you have embraced with all your heart the salvation that God offers in 
Christ Jesus…who died once, the just for the unjust that He might bring us to God. 

7. The new Jerusalem is not for the people who have their lives all figured out…it’s not for the 
people who have convinced the people around them that they are holy…it’s not for people 
who don’t want to be there…it’s for people who hate sin and love God and desire to be saved 
by Him. Is that you? Then this is your future.  

8. If you have not put your faith in Jesus…I need to tell you that this is the future of the world. 
If you want to be saved you can be. If you want God you can have Him forever…God offers 
you salvation as a free gift…if you desire Him…leave your sins behind and come to Jesus 
Christ who has laid down His life in the place of sinners to secure this future for His people 
forever. THANKS BE TO GOD. 

9. So we have looked at what will not be in our future and why…namely every problem with 
the world will be gone because God is fully and finally here. Every thing that makes life in 
this world difficult…our sense of distance from God…our confusion…our fears…the 
presence of sin…all of that is soon to be gone because GOD WILL BE HERE IN HIS 
FULLNESS. Let’s now look at what will be in the new Jerusalem chapter 22 

WHAT WILL BE IN OUR FUTURE 
1. 22:1 says then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the city.  
1. This is imagery from Eden. In Eden four rivers would flow out into the world going 

north south east and west…which was typical temple imagery in the ancient near east. 
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2. Now here at the end of all things…you don’t just have water flowing from the Lord…
you have the water of life. Water that gives more and more life everywhere it goes to 
everything it touches. Water that is bright as crystal that flows like a river from the very 
throne of God. When was the last time you did something that made you feel alive. Being 
here at the all church worship night a few weeks ago and listening to people give 
testimonies of how God’s grace and power have been at work in their circumstances and 
then having the opportunity in that very moment to respond to these stories with songs of 
praise was life giving to my soul. 

3. Flowing out of the throne of God is life giving water…body and soul enriching water 
that fills you with the fullness of life. There isn’t just a river of life there is a tree of life 
on either side of the river, or on both sides of the river. Some translators think you should 
understand this image as a grove of trees on both sides of the river but the word for tree 
is singular here. I suppose we are to imagine a massive tree that has a tunnel beneath it 
that the river flows through while it’s massive life giving limbs loom over the city streets. 

4. And in the same way that the river of life keeps flowing to give more and more life to all 
who would drink of it…so the tree of life hails life giving fruit and nation healing leaves. 

5. We know that there is no more sorrow and pain in the New Jerusalem in 21:4, so that 
healing must be something that was accomplished and now forever sustained by the 
presence of this mighty life giving tree. 

2. Last night I was talking with my two oldest sons about this text and as I was describing this 
tree to my six year old and my four year old…the six year old was like so wait what kind of? 
fruit does the tree have And are we allowed to eat it? And as I started trying to answer my 
four year old said wait a second guys…I don’t think we should eat from that tree because 
Adam and Eve ate from the tree and they got in really big trouble. And I was like awww 
Samuel! Good job making a biblical theological connection.  

3. This tree is not the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…this is the tree of life. This tree 
was and will always be for us for our blessing and our healing and fullness in the presence of 
God. This tree never fails to yield…and it never fails to yield everything we could ever want 
with it’s twelve kinds of fruit.  

4. So in the New Jerusalem in the presence of God there is nothing but life proceeding forth 
from the presence of God and of the Lamb…vitalizing…joy enriching…powerful…life. But 
most significantly…and it’s imperative that you see this: the throne of God is there. 

5. Verse 1, the river flows from the throne…verse 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it…do you know what that is saying? 

6. That is saying that the center of God’s reign will be established on the earth in the middle of 
God’s Holy city. And on the day that that happens…there will no longer be anything effected 
by the curses given at creation…no longer anything accursed. The curse will be gone. 

7. I can’t even describe this because we know nothing of life apart from the curses that came at 
creation…the curse of death..the curse of pain and anguish…the curse of conflict between 
people who love each other…these will all be gone…there will no longer be anything 
accursed because the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it… 

8. By the way…if you are ever looking for a clear statement on the divinity of Jesus…here is a 
picture of Him sitting on the throne of God next to God Himself.  
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9. Here is what I want you to see…at the center of our future is life in the New Jerusalem…is 
life flowing like mighty rivers, feeding us like delicious fruit, and healing us like medicinal 
leaves…and at the center of all this life…at the center of all this goodness and glory…at the 
center of your future…is the throne of your glorious King. There is no temple because He is 
there. There is no light because he is there. There is no locks because he is there. There is no 
more curse because He is there. There is nothing but life in always increasing measure…
because YOUR GOD AND THE LAMB ARE THERE ON THEIR THRONE. COME 
LORD JESUS. What are we gonna do when we see this? Apostle John…will you describe 
what people do when they enter into this city? 

WHAT LIFE IS LIKE IN ETERNITY 
1. Look back at 22:3 his servants will worship Him. Verse 4, they will see His face, and His 

name will be on their foreheads. 
1. Worship was never meant to be something we are supposed to do. Worship is how we 

were built to respond to the glory of God and to the Lamb. When the curse is gone…
when sin and confusion about who God is and why He does what He does is gone…there 
will only be worship. There will only be life lived to glorify and enjoy God forever. 

2. Verse 4 says we will see his face. We really could have done the entire sermon on this 
one statement but maybe I’ll do that next year. Today we see God described in His Word. 
We see His power manifested in the world around us by what has been made. We even 
see the Spirit manifest Himself in the church as He empowers us for love through His 
gifts. 

3. But we don’t fully see God yet. We kind of see Him. It’s like we see through a glass 
darkly. When we think about the death and resurrection of Christ we see the fullest 
display of God’s heart that has ever been revealed to the mind of man…we God’s love 
manifest in the person and word of Jesus. 

2. But at the Parousia of Christ we will not see in part and know in part…we will see Him face 
to face. Today we have access to the Spirit, and we draw near to God’s throne by faith. But in 
the age to come we will have access to all the fullness of God the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit…and we will draw near to God by sight. 

3. When you see God’s face you will finally understand reality. You will finally understand that 
the truth is not was never the perception inside your head. Truth is and has always been 
outside of you, in God, in Christ. Your perception is not the measure of reality and truth… 
we are wrong about things all the time…we are confused about things all the time…truth and 
reality are revealed to us by the Word…and one day it will be fully revealed in the face of 
God. 

4. One day you are going to stand before God and finally see the look on His face…if you 
belong to Jesus you will finally see that He is not mad at you…He is not disappointed in 
you…He is not embarrassed by you…all of these little reasons you have ever felt insecure…
or lonely…or afraid…or misunderstood…all these little things will be utterly swallowed up 
by the gaze of your beautiful God. You will see His eyes and you will realize that the greatest 
attempts of the greatest preachers in history to describe this moment…to describe this love…
have been like children trying to draw eternity with crayons. 
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5. It says his name will be on our foreheads…that is the idea of ownership…you will be fully 
His and He will be fully yours…and the effect of this again is there is no more night…there 
is no more need…God is there…God will be our light and it closes by saying and they will 
reign forever and ever…my goodness. 

6. I don’t think it’s helpful to over-literalize the imagery, I think all of the pictures point to 
things beyond themselves. So questions like who are we reigning over…how does that reign 
work just lead to confusion. The point is that God’s people are so closely identified with their 
God… our presence with Him is so deeply intimate that there is some sense in which we 
actually share in His reign over the new cosmos. We like the first Adam…express God’s 
image, but this time perfectly, by taking dominion over all that lives and moves upon the 
earth. And so it will be forever…world without end. Amen.  

7. The Parousia of Christ and the establishment of the New Jerusalem is about the glory and the 
reign of God. The things that aren’t in our future, are gone because of the glory of God. The 
things that are there…are there because of the glory of God in the midst of it. And life in 
eternity…will be forever responding with joy and love to that glory…as we share in the very 
reign of God forever and ever.  

God has promised you a GLORIOUS FUTURE, so live for it every day! 
HOW SHOULD THIS EFFECT THE REST OF YOUR DAY? 
8. If this is really your future, and if it really does describe the consummate hope of 

humanity…you should strive to have as much of it now as you possibly can. What I mean 
is, if what makes the NJ glorious is God revealing Himself in Christ…than you should strive 
to have as much of Him now as you possibly can. This is what you were made for and if you 
hope in God it is what you are destined for. 
1. Strive to see every aspect of your entire day as filled with the glory of God. 
2. When you wake up in the morning, you awake because your life has been sustained by 

the power of the Lord. Your waking is a miracle of divine grace. And so brushing your 
teeth should become a prayer of thanksgiving…Lord thank you for this life…thank you 
for this gift of teeth. 

3. Everything you do can be approached from the perspective of worship, of prayer and 
praise. Question: in what area of life are you neglecting to worship. I’d be willing to bet 
it’s one of the things you have to do that you don’t like… 

9. If this is really your future…you should not love or even tolerate things in your life that 
God intends to destroy…like those things associated with the curse and with sin. If it’s 
God’s intention is to eradicate forever all that are earthly in you: things like sexual 
immorality, impurity, passions of the flesh, evil desires and covetousness which is idolatry…
than you should seek to put them to death in yourself. 
1. Those things aren’t found in a world for eternal joy in God’s presence…which means 

they won’t lead to joy in God’s presence today. 
10. Finally, as you go home today and think about the future…I challenge you to spend some 

time thinking about THIS PART OF YOUR FUTURE…and ask God how this aspect of my 
future should inform my pattern of life as it relates to evangelism. This is my sure and certain 
hope…and this may not be the sure and certain hope of my neighbor…or co-worker…or 
friend…or family member…how should I respond to that fact. COMMUNION:
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