
THANKING GOD AS WE REMEMBER 
An exposition of 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 

at West Hills San Jose on December 30, 2018 

INTRODUCTION: Good morning church! We have a bit of an unusual service this morning, 
but it’s going to be unusually awesome. Our normal way of doing things is to sing, to pray, and 
then to have either myself, or someone else come up and spend about 45 minutes explaining and 
applying a biblical text. But on the last Sunday of every year we like to switch things up by using 
our service to consider and praise God for—some of the specific, concrete things—He has been 
doing in our midst over the past year. 
 So today we are going to be participating in something we call a Remembrance service. A 
gathering of God’s people to remember what God has been doing. In the book of Psalms, the 
people of God are warned about the dangers of failing to remember and consider the ways and 
the works of our God. Psalm 106:7-8 “Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, did not consider 
your wondrous works; they did not remember the abundance of your steadfast love, but rebelled 
by the sea, at the red sea….Yet He saved them for his name’s sake, that he might make known His 
mighty power.” If you skip down a few verses to verse 12 it says after God delivered them “Then 
they believed His words; they sang His praise. But they soon forgot His works; they did not wait 
for his counsel. They had wanton cravings in the wilderness, and put God to the test in the 
desert;” According to the Psalmist, forgetting what God has done is a dangerous thing. 
 Jesus Himself, rebukes His disciples for failing to remember His works of power and 
mercy. In Matthew 16, Jesus is trying to warn the disciples about the leaven of the Pharisees, but 
all they could think about is the fact that they had no bread. It says in Mt 16:8 “But Jesus aware 
of this said, ‘O you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have 
no bread? Do you not yet perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, 
and how many baskets you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many 
baskets you gathered? How is it that you fail to understand that I did not speak about bread?” 
Jesus Himself expects us to pay attention to what He is doing in our midst and to draw 
understanding from His working in power. Remembering is how we learn to perceive the 
reality of God manifesting itself in and among us. But what this means is, according to Scripture, 
according to our Lord Jesus Christ, remembering and considering what He is doing in our midst 
is really important. 
 So here is what is going to happen today. First we are going to briefly consider what the 
Apostle Paul has to say to us about the why, the what and the how of remembering what God is 
doing in our midst. And once we have briefly reflected on our text from 1 Thessalonians, we will 
hear testimonies of how the Lord has been at work in the lives of the Madison family, the 
Yang’s and the Jennings family. And if you are curious about how these families ended up 
being the ones asked to do this, the answer is: we try to identify people who have been going 
through a significant transition, or trial, or who have started engaging in God’s work in the world 
in a new and more significant way…and who seem to be doing so by faith. And we ask these 
folks b/c my observation is that we tend to be the most aware of God’s power and presence in 
our lives when we are most aware of our need for Him. But all that being said…we know God 
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has been working among more of you than those three families. We can only have 3 people share 
during this service for the sake of time…but if there is anyone else who would like to share how 
the Lord has been working, or if you want to suggest someone else who can share, we would 
love to hear from you in a service next year. Just shoot me an email. But as we get into this text 
and listen to these testimonies here is what I hope you will see today are you ready? Here is the 
point of this service.. 

MAIN POINT: God is at work in our midst, so remember in order to praise Him 

SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles to Paul’s first letter to Thessalonica. 1 
Thessalonians chapter 1. We won’t need to go into a deep dive into the background of this letter 
for our purposes today but let me give you a simple introduction to calibrate our understanding. 
The Apostle Paul who wrote this letter visited the city of Thessalonica on his second missionary 
journey around 50-51 AD…and depending on your view of things…that did or didn’t go well. 
Paul went to the Synagogue and preached Christ and some Jews and many Greeks were 
converted to the Lord. Praise God. And from this group of converts, Paul established the first 
Christian assembly in the city. But, we are told in Acts 17:5, the Jews grew jealous and stirred 
the city into an uproar. 
 The angry mob went to the house of Jason, apparently a new convert, looking for Paul 
and his co-workers. And when they couldn’t find them, they dragged out Jason and a few other 
of the brand new Christians before the city authorities saying these men are turning the world 
upside down by declaring that there is another King besides Caesar named Jesus! The new 
converts were eventually fined a sum of money and released with the whole city aware of and 
disturbed by their presence. This letter was written sometime after that, but it’s hard to pinpoint 
exactly when. Paul ended up fleeing the city by night, unaware of what was to become of the 
new church he had established. But at some point after leaving, he was able to send Timothy 
back to Thessalonica to see what had happened with the church there. And the report Timothy 
brought back was that the persecution wasn’t any less intense…but the church was flouring by 
faith! Praise God. And so Paul has written this letter of encouragement, as a response to what 
God was doing in Thessalonica. We are going to read the first 3 verses of our text and consider 
what they would say to us as we listen to these testimonies in a moment. Humble minds…hearts 

READING: Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. [2] We give thanks to God always for all of 
you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, [3] remembering before our God and Father your 
work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

PRAYER: Lord bless this service…bless the people who are going to be sharing, and bless those 
of us who listen. Bless us with the gift of faith and praise…bless us with the gift of true 
fellowship…that we might weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice. But 
above all things enable us by your powerful spirit to glory in Christ Jesus…His works and ways 
among us…that we might glorify you with full and glad hearts in all of life. 
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ROAD MAP: We are going to briefly consider three things from this text. 1.) Why does this text 
say we should remember 2.) What exactly should we be trying to remember, and 3.) How should 
we remember these things together…Why, what and how. 

WHY REMEMBER: Remembering produces praise 
1. Look back at verse 2. It says WE give thanks…and the WE plural is, from verse 1, Paul 

silvans and timothy. Our hearts erupt with thankfulness…how often…We give thanks 
ALWAYS FOR ALL OF YOU…constantly mentioning you in our prayers 

2. So He is saying every time we think about you guys…it causes thankfulness…every time we 
pray we can’t help but give thanks constantly…but what is all this thankfulness and glad 
prayer about? Verse 3 

3. When we remember before our God and Father…your works of faith…your labor of love, 
and your steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. verse 3. So when Paul, Silvanus and 
Timothy remember the Thessalonians…they want to give thanks for the works, labors and 
steadfastness that Timothy reported he had seen among them. So when the apostle and his 
coworkers see people doing the things God has commanded…His impulse isn’t first to praise 
them…His first impulse isn’t to thank himself or his co-workers, His first impulse is to thank 
WHO? To thank GOD. God is doing something 

4. When these men look at what the church is doing and they observe, work labor and 
steadfastness, they THANK GOD…they Praise God…they WORSHIP God for what He is 
doing in the church. So why take time to listen to testimonies of how God is moving in 
people’s lives? Because it produces praise to God.  

5. What that means for today is that we are not first and foremost looking to praise man, though 
Paul in the rest of this chapter doesn’t mind celebrating the people whom God has used, we 
are first and foremost looking to praise God. That is why we remember. 

WHAT SHOULD WE REMEMBER: We want to remember how GOD in Christ is at work in 
people. 
1.  When Paul thinks about this small persecuted community…his mind doesn’t run to whether 

or not jim-bob ended up buying that new house…or whether or not Mary-Jane achy knee is 
acting up again. It’s not that those things don’t matter…that’s just not his primary concern. 

2. What He cares about is what God cares about…is your faith, is your love is your hope…
producing good fruit…fruit that is real and obvious, regardless of your life circumstance.  

3. The way the syntax works in Greek, it seems very likely that work is produced by faith…and 
the labor is produced by love, and the steadfastness is a result of hope…the actions flow out 
of a Spirit wrought conviction in their hearts. But what are those convictions? 

4. If you look at verse 3 when Paul says your work produced by faith…you wanna ask faith in 
who? Or faith in what? And in the context of this section and of this letter…he clearly means 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. It is the reality of the crucified and risen Jesus that is 
producing this in the Church. 

5. Their labor produced by love is the same thing. Love of who. Love for Jesus Christ. We obey 
Jesus because we love Him. And the One whom we love taught us to love our neighbors as 
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ourselves. And this love for Christ has produced tangible actions for which Paul gives thanks 
to God! 

6. Finally their hope in the Lord Jesus Christ has produced perseverance. They are persevering 
in the face of persecution because of their hope of the Lord’s return in power to judge. They 
know Jesus is coming soon…they have set their hope on His return, and as a result they 
refuse to shrink back from their confession that Christ is Lord. This is why it is so important 
to remind ourselves throughout the year that the Lord is coming soon. That our hope would 
produce perseverance.  

7. In any case, this is what matters to Paul because this is what matters to God. Paul sees the 
tangible outflow of God’s working in their life and He praises the Lord for it. After all, all of 
this is from God.  
1. Ephesians 2 teaches us that it is by grace we have been saved…through faith…and this 

is not our own doing…it is the gift of God. God has given us faith as a gift.  
2. 1 John teaches us that we did not first love God. We love because God first loved us. Our 

love comes as a response to what God has done first. 
3. And 1 Peter 1 teaches that by God’s mercy He has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
8. Brothers and sisters…when you hear these testimonies today…listen for what God is doing. 

That is what is important for us to remember and to consider. How is God at work in our 
community and in the people around me. 

FINALLY HOW SHOULD WE REMEMBER? By sharing while we are gathered…in a way that 
is clear and specific. 
1. In closing I want to point out the context in which this remembering what God was doing in 

Thessalonica took place. 
2. Look back at verse 2. Paul doesn’t say that this is something that I do alone in my tent before 

I go to sleep. This is something that WE DO. We gives thanks to God always…as in Paul and 
his coworkers. So it’s something done in community. But it’s not just something done as a 
group….it says we give thanks always…constantly mentioning you in OUR prayers.  

3. That’s probably not describing each of us individually on our own…that’s probably 
describing corporate prayer. When we have gathered for the purpose of prayer and praise as a 
little missionary community…we remember before God what He has been doing in your 
midst. So how should you go about remembering what God has been doing in the church…
well one way is to do it when we have gathered for prayer and praise. Like right now. 

4. The last thing I would point out is that in the rest of this chapter…Paul doesn’t remain vague 
about what He has seen. He looks back at specific examples of how he sees God working 
among them and articulates them clearly. If God is the One doing it, why would he be shy 
about making these things known? And that is very much my heart, hopefully all of our 
hearts this morning. 

So as we sit down to listen…consider that we are remembering that we might praise…we are 
listening for what God Himself is doing in these peoples lives…and that we are doing this 
together, on purpose, that it might lead to thanksgiving, encouragement and praise. 

COMMUNION: I challenge you to do this yourself…and share with one another in CG.
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