
Human Frailty and the God of Power 
An exposition of Exodus 2:1-10 

at West Hills San Jose on January 27, 2019 

INTRODUCTION: A good friend I grew up with who eventually became an EMT and then a 
fire fighter, was reflecting with me recently about how challenging it is to emotionally process 
the things you witness in that line of work. He was explaining how you end up trying to joke 
around about it to keep from crying. And he was remembering with me about how his father used 
to tell us when we were young…that he knew we were going to get into trouble…but don’t be 
stupid and get yourself or someone else killed. I grew up in a culture where drug and alcohol 
abuse by high schoolers was assumed…and what the adults around us would say is…be 
smart. Or don’t be stupid. And my good friend and I were considering together how stupid we 
were in high school, how many horrible decisions we would regularly make that could have 
ended with the death our ourselves or others…and what a miracle it was that we and the rest of 
our friend group made it to adulthood without losing anyone. We couldn’t appreciate this as 
teenagers. But as adults, now that we have witnessed the fragility and frailty of human life, my 
friend G even more than I…we are prepared to appreciate the advice…to not be stupid. To not 
put yourself in situations that could result in life altering, or life ending consequences. 

PROBLEM: And stepping back from that life and death illustration, as you grow up you start to 
see that so much of life is like that. So much of life is fragile. Your reputation at work is fragile. 
It can be damaged or it can be strengthened every day…and it can also be shattered in a moment 
by one foolish decision, one thoughtless comment over heard by a boss. I’ve always been 
impressed by how fragile church communities are in real life. When I attended the West Hills 
downtown campus, which isn’t there anymore and hasn’t been for some time, there were only 
about 40 or so of us. And whenever someone decided to move or leave…it would have profound 
ramifications for our little community. And I was always acutely aware of how fragile this little 
group seemed to be. But as time has gone on and I’ve talked with more pastors, church planters 
and missionaries…it’s really been clarified for me how every bible study, every community 
group, every ministry, every church…can have strong attendance for a time and then something 
can happen and all of a sudden it’s gone. Things are fragile.  
 And this is part of what makes strong relationships so precious. When you realize you 
have relationships with other people that are resilient, that aren’t fragile and easily tossed aside…
you should treasure and prize those people in your life. You should make time to invest in those 
relationships…because in a world of fragility…in a world of ropes with one strand…the three 
stranded ropes are of immense value. Young people, remember to hug your parents. Having a 
mom and dad is a precious precious gift. But the point is life is fragile because people are fragile. 
Our reputations are fragile because we are prone to make mistakes. Church’s are fragile because 
people can be fickle, and leaders can sin, and relationships can become strained. Our hopes and 
our dreams are fragile because we are not powerful enough to control the future…gosh…I think 
about how fragile the innocence of my children is…not that they are sinless…but nothing and no 
one has come along yet to shatter their child-like wonder at the world. But I know that that is 
coming. And I know that no matter how much I try to protect that innocence it can’t last 
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forever…because that innocence is fragile…it’s like thin glass in a world full of falling stones. 
Innocence is a white shoe trying to stay white in a world full of mud. And as you look around 
and see all of this frailty around us…it can be overwhelming. It can make you want to retreat to 
the few things that feel stable in your life and lean on them with all your weight…which will 
break them if you do that.  
 But as you look around and see all this frailty and you try to process it by laughing or 
crying or dealing with the temptation to idolize the semblances of permanence you have in your 
life, or whatever your heart is inclined to do…the Word of God comes along and points out that 
their are powerful undercurrents of grace working beneath all that we experience and observe. 
That all this frailty is real, all of this fragility is just as fragile as it appears..and yet that is not all 
there is to the story. Have you ever stood on the edge of the ocean and felt a strong undercurrent? 
The water washes up past your feet…and it lays still for a moment…and then begins pulling 
back against your legs down towards the ocean with a powerful force that can knock a full grown 
man forward. In the midst of all this fragility, are powerful undercurrents of God’s grace…in the 
midst of all this frailty…God is at work bringing about His good and beautiful purposes for the 
world. 

MAIN POINT: Our mighty God is not limited by human frailty, so put your faith in Him! 

SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles to Exodus chapter 2. Today we will be 
picking up where we left off last week…in the story of the Exodus of the people of God. Let’s 
reflect for a moment on the context of the passage before us. Hundreds of years before this story, 
God appeared to a man named Abraham and told him to leave his country, his people and his 
family and to go to the land that God would show Him…and God promised Abraham, land, seed 
and and blessing. And Abraham went and in time God entered into a covenant with Him 
pledging to Him that He would not only be blessed with descendants as numerous as the stars but 
that the LORD would be His God and His descendants would be God’s people.  
 This promise was passed down from father to son until the people found themselves in 
Egypt because of the famine in the land. The people remained in Egypt for hundreds of years 
bearing fruit and multiplying until finally, a Pharaoh came along who did not care for Abraham’s 
descendant’s, who was threatened by the prosperity of the people and ultimately decided that 
these Israelites were a threat, and not a help. So the Pharaoh initiated a program of genocide.   
 He began by trying to work the people to death but that didn’t work. He then tried to 
convince the Hebrew midwives to abort the baby boys as they were coming out of the womb but 
that didn’t work either. Finally, Pharaoh became desperate in his fear of Israel and instituted a 
national policy, a national law that every Egyptian that sees a hebrew boy must cast him into the 
Nile river. We left this story at the absolute midnight of the narrative arc. God is fulfilling His 
promise to Abraham, the people are fruitfully multiplying and his descendants are becoming as 
numerous as the stars. But Pharaoh, the most powerful man on earth, has set his face to oppose 
the promise…to destroy Abraham’s descendants and to stand against God’s purposes to redeem 
the world for His glory. And in Exodus chapter 1, God is scarcely mentioned…Pharaoh has 
initiated a program of genocide…and it isn’t clear where God is in the story. God seems to be 
giving life in abundance…we know Pharaoh is dealing out death in abundance…in a world of 
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thin glass…Pharaoh is raining down boulders…but where is God? When you read the book of 
Exodus, it’s easy to assume that God’s victory begins with the ten plagues and the march out of 
Egypt…but listen to me…God victory begins right here in chapter 2…when the night is 
darkest…when His presence is the most difficult to detect…let’s now humble our minds and 
open our hearts for the reading of the word of the Lord. 

READING: [1] Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman. 
[2] The woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him 
three months. [3] When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of 
bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the 
reeds by the river bank. [4] And his sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to 
him. [5] Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young women 
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant woman, and 
she took it. [6] When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took 
pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews' children.” [7] Then his sister said to Pharaoh's 
daughter, “Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?” [8] And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called the child's 
mother. [9] And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and 
I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. [10] When the child 
grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. She named him 
Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 

PRAYER: Lord Almighty, we acknowledge by faith…that in a world of fragile things…you are 
a rock…a fortress…a mighty foundation…that cannot be moved. 

ROAD MAP: 1.) What this text is about, 2.) What this text means, 3.) How this text applies 

WHAT THIS TEXT IS ABOUT 
1. Let’s begin unpacking this text. We are introduced to two nameless people who get married 

and have a baby. And from the perspective of the story…what is important about them is not 
who they are as individuals, but the fact that in the midst of Pharaoh’s genocidal rule, they 
have given brith to a son verse 2, and every Hebrew son is supposed to die. And while the 
text seems to deemphasize who the child’s parents are…it emphasizes the child’s lineage. 
1. His father is a man from the house of Levi and it says he went and took as his wife…and 

it literally says in Hebrew a daughter of Levi…our ESV translates that a Levite woman. 
And what is significant about this is that God is soon going to appoint the Levites to be 
priests in His temple. That entire tribe will be devoted to priestly service to God, to the 
offering of sacrifices and teaching the law.  

2. And from the perspective of the story…that hasn’t happened yet. But from the 
perspective of the audience of this story…the generation that is preparing to invade the 
land of Canaan, it has happened. And so we are being shown here that Moses the 
lawgiver has a priestly lineage and those who have come after him, who share in his 
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levitical lineage stand in line with what God was doing through this family from the 
beginning. 

3. So Moses is a Levite, born to both a levite mother and a levite father. 
2. Going back to verse 2 it says that the woman conceived and bore a son. And we are supposed 

to think…UH OH. And then the author adds something curious. And when she saw that he 
was a fine child, she hid him three months. 
1. This says…Moses mom hid Moses for three months BECAUSE he was a fine child. 

Which of course raises all kinds of questions in my mind. What does that mean? Does 
that mean that if Moses would have been an ugly child his mother wouldn’t have hidden 
him? That doesn’t sound very realistic. What could be going on here. 

2. What I think is going on here is more evident when you look at it Hebrew. What it 
literally says is when the she that the child was good…she hid him. And of course 
“saw that it was good” echoes back to the creation story of Genesis 1. When the child 
was born his mother saw something of God’s purpose for the child. 

3. In Acts 7, when Stephen is explaining this text to his persecutors he says in Acts 7:20 At 
this time Moses was born and he was beautiful in God’s sight. When Moses’ mother saw 
that he was good…it had something to do with God’s perspective. The child Moses was 
born and it was evident to his parents that God had a particular purpose for the boy…
something that was beyond explanation. And because of this she hid him for three 
months, despite Pharaoh’s decree. 

3. And she did this for three months. And after three months it says in verse 3, she could hide 
him no longer. For those of you who have had children…you probably remember that around 
three months…most kids transition from having that sweet little infant cry…(soft waaa), to 
finding their lungs, and finding their back muscles and starting to really make noise when 
they are upset. 
1. So after three months the cries of the little boy could no longer be concealed, and the 

mother realizes that she is not going to be able to save him from the Egyptians. And so 
what does she do? She puts her faith in God. It says in verse 3 that when she could hide 
him no longer she took for him an Ark. That word that our ESV translates as basket only 
appears in one other place in our bible…and that is in Genesis, to describe the Ark that 
Noah built. The Ark that God commanded. The Ark of salvation that rescued Noah and 
His family from the waters of judgement. 

2. That’s a clue I think. We are supposed to read this text and remember Genesis. It was the 
Ark that was daubed with bitumen and pitch. It was the Ark that was meant to carry 
humanities hope beyond the flood. And I think when Moses mom realizes that what lies 
before her son is ONLY the waters of destruction…she puts her faith in the God of the 
Ark.  

3. She can’t see what God is doing in this situation…she can’t feel the under currents of 
God’s powerful grace right now…but Hebrews 11:23 makes it clear that “by faith Moses, 
when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents because they saw that the 
child was beautiful and they were not afraid of the kings edict.” 

4. It was by faith that Moses parents acted. 
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5. I also think there is a bigger picture thing going on here in Moses’ story but I’ll talk about 
that more in a little bit. But here is what I think is important to see: Moses’ mom doesn’t 
know what is going to happen…but she knows God. And when she is confronted with 
the ultimate unveiling of her own frailty…her inability to protect her baby boy…she 
doesn’t collapse inward…she doesn’t wilt…she doesn’t turn her back on God…she 
becomes like Abraham taking Issac up the mountain in Moriah…surrendering everything 
to the Lord…trusting the God of the Ark. 

6. Where are you at this morning? Maybe you don’t know what God is doing…maybe you 
are having trouble seeing the undercurrents of God’s grace in your life right now. Just 
because you don’t know what is going to happen…doesn’t mean you don’t know God. 
God promises in Psalm 25:3 that those who wait for God WILL NOT be put to shame. 
I don’t know what God is doing in your life right now…but I know our God…and I 
know that His love and His blessings have been purchased by the blood of His own Son 
Jesus Christ…and all who put their faith in Him will not be put to shame. Stop looking to 
the fragile world for stable footing…why would you try to stand on fragile glass when 
you are invited to rest on the Rock of Ages! 

7. This woman’s faith is amazing. She builds an ark and in verse 3, she placed it among the 
reeds BY the river bank. So unfortunately that image from Prince of Egypt where the 
basket is sailing down the Nile with crocodiles snapping at it is not accurate. Moses was 
placed in the reeds by the river bank where presumably someone would discover it. 

4. And verse 4 says his sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to him. 
1. And this the first movement of this story. Unto Israel a son is born…who will one day be 

the leader God has chosen to redeem His people. And the champion of God’s purposes, 
the means of His redemption…is born in the midst of a world super power that is bent on 
his destruction…and he is lying in a basket… as a baby…by a river…exposed to the first 
Egyptian stranger who walks by. 

2. This brothers and sisters…is a picture of human frailty. This is as fragile as the world can 
be for a human being. And this brings us to the second movement of the story. 

5. We all stand with Moses’ sister…watching the river bank…wondering what will become of 
this frail infant. It says in verse 5 Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the 
river, while her young women walked bedside the river. 
1. It’s not some lady named some Egyptian name…she is Pharaoh’s daughter…the seed of 

the one trying to destroy the Hebrews. When you hear her named that way you are 
supposed to hear the bad guy theme music. You are supposed to hear that scary movie 
sound effect when you finally see the ghost. We are watching as the infant boy is lying 
exposed in the midst of this murderous generation and he has just been found by the 
offspring of the one who is trying to kill him. That is what you are supposed to think 
when you hear Pharaoh’s name. 

2. And as the woman is bathing in the river she spots the basket among the reeds. And now 
sirens are going off. She not only sees the ark among the reeds…but Moses’ sister 
watches as the woman having noticed the basket sends a servant to go retrieve it. And it 
says at the end of verse 5 that she sent her servant woman to retrieve the Ark and then 
“she took it.” The daughter of Pharaoh…holds the fate of Israel in her very hands. 
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3. And verse 6 says when she opened it, she saw the child and behold the baby was crying. 
This is human frailty encapsulated in a moment. A defenseless baby…next to the Nile…
in the hands of someone from Pharaoh’s own house. What could be easier than obeying 
the law at this very moment. This leads to the third movement of the story. We have 
reached the height of human vulnerability in the life of Moses…here he is…the situation 
being as fragile as it could possibly be…what is going to happen to Israel’s leader? 

6. And it says in verse 6 that something completely unexpected from the perspective of the 
narrative happened. It says “She took pity on Him.” What? Why? Was she confused about 
where this child had come from? No it says in verse 6 that she exclaimed this is one of the 
Hebrew children. She knew it was a Hebrew baby…she knew it was a boy…and she knew 
that her father’s law required her to toss this baby into the water. But she didn’t. She had pity. 

7. And in a biblical story that never mentions God’s name…it’s important to reflect on where 
that pity came from. Did it come from Pharaoh? No definitely not. Where did it come from? 
While God is never explicitly mentioned in this text…while I don’t always know what God 
is doing…I know God. And I know that compassion comes from Him. And I know that what 
comes next in this story is too gracious to be an accident. 

8. Pharaoh’s daughter realizes the baby is Hebrew but feels compassion in her heart. Then 
Moses’ sister who was there watching has a brilliant idea. She calls out from the river bank 
verse 7 “Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 
And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her “Go”. So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 
1. Moses’ mom left Moses in the ark beside the river and left. No doubt she had consigned 

the child to death in her own mind. She placed him in the ark, and put her faith in God to 
do what was good. But at the end of the day, what chance does an exposed infant have…
against the power of Pharaoh and his national policies. 

2. And she went home…with her heart ripped to shreds…and as she is sitting there in 
mourning…there is without warning an EXCITED pounding at the door…she opens it to 
see her daughter Miriam with an awestruck look on her face saying come with me mom 
as quickly as you can. 

3. And she leads the woman back to the river…and there is Pharaoh’s daughter holding her 
son…and she hands Moses back to her and says verse 9 “Take this child away and nurse 
him for me, and I will give you wages.” Can you imagine this?  

4. That morning Moses mom woke up the wife of a slave with nothing…preparing to leave 
her beloved baby beside a river in the hands of God…and she went home from the nile 
that afternoon…with money in her pocket…her child in her arms…and the promise that 
he would grow up protected within the courts of Pharaoh. 

5. I could imagine Moses’ mother walking home turning to her daughter  and speaking the 
words of the father of the prodigal son…this your brother was dead, and is now alive…
he was lost and now is found. My precious begotten son was gone…and by the life 
giving grace of my God he has been given back to me. 

6. Verse 10 closes by summarizing that when the child grew older, his mother brought him 
to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. So his life was spared…and he was 
eventually weaned around the age of three or four…and given to Pharaoh’s daughter…
and he became a son in her house. And she named him Moses, “Because she said, “I 
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drew him out of the water.” Moses’ name is really interesting because it sounds like the 
Egyptian word of son (S-O-N), as well as the Hebrew word for drawn out. The one 
drawn out of water is soon going to grow up and draw Israel out of Egypt through water. 

7. So this is what this story says…God’s power is not limited by human frailty. God is 
mighty, His mother could see that He was beautiful in God’s sight…and so she entrusted 
him to the God of the Ark and she was not put to shame. The overwhelming reality of her 
own frailty and the fragility of the child’s life was not a problem for God Almighty and 
his powerful under-currents of grace in the midst of this story. So that is what this story 
says, let’s now briefly reflect on what this story means and how it applies. 

WHAT THIS TEXT MEANS 
1. Let me cut to the chase…what this story means is that Pharaoh never stood a chance. 

Pharaoh is presented in chapter 1 as an agent of sin and the curse. He is kind of an anti-god 
figure. IN Genesis God created the heavens and the earth and gave the man and woman to 
bear fruit and to multiply and to work the garden and to keep it. He gave them life, work, and 
children. In the beginning of Exodus 1 we are reminded of that as the people are rapidly 
multiplying in the land. 

2. But as a response to God’s blessing…Pharaoh rises up and brings death. He causes their 
work to become toil…and he brings pain to their child-bearing. He is the agent of curse upon 
God’s good covenant blessings. And as Pharaoh murders, and schemes and plots the 
destruction of God’s covenant people…God is quietly…patiently…unstoppably working to 
bring about Pharaoh’s undoing. I think it’s important to stand back and look at this story in 
its grander context. 

3.  Pharaoh in this story is busy trying to move hearts toward murder and death. God is at work 
in this story moving hearts to mercy and life. Pharaoh trying to cast Hebrew babies into the 
Nile…while God is inexplicably at work casting Hebrew babies into Pharaoh’s very court. 

4. Moses is spared while hiding at the very Nile that was meant to drown him. He is treated 
with maternal kindness by the daughter of the King who had condemned him 

5. Pharaoh is trying to use His power to destroy the Hebrews and in this story…his wealth is 
being used to feed them. Pharaoh’s treasure is praying for Moses mom to feed him. 

6. Pharaoh has tried to make Moses the condemned son of a slave and God has made Moses a 
rescued son of the royal court. 

7. Pharaoh has tried to send Moses into the deathly embrace of the Nile river…and instead God 
has sent Moses into the loving embrace of the women who loves him more than any other in 
the world. 

8. Do you see what I mean when I say that God is not mentioned in this text but his fingerprints 
are everywhere? 

9. This text teaches us that human frailty is not a problem for God…and what it means for 
Israel on the shore of the Jordan is that they like Moses might be in their national infancy…
but they too have been drawn out from the waters of judgement when they crossed the red 
sea. They, like Moses, might feel totally vulnerable in the face of the armies that stand before 
them, but their frailty is not a problem for God Almighty.  
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1. This text means that human frailty does not decide what is possible…God does. And God 
made that clear in it’s most ultimate sense when the Son of God…Jesus Christ made 
Himself vulnerable being born in the likeness of sinful man, becoming an exposed 
infant…being recused from a genocidal maniac…but ultimately growing up and 
humbling Himself to the point of death…even death on a cross. 

2. Jesus took on human frailty to the extent that he not only suffered at the hands of a 
corrupt judicial system, he not only suffered torture in his physical body…he not only 
under the shame of crucifixion for the sake of others…but He bore our sins in His body 
on the tree…when he was reviled he did not revile back but continued entrusting Himself 
to the God who judges justly.  

3. And having made Himself completely vulnerable to the point of ultimate frailty…
stripped…beaten…condemned…humiliated…crucified…our Lord endured God’s wrath 
for our sins and he died. 

4. The eternal son…the author of life…was crucified and buried. But human frailty does 
not define what is possible…God does. And on the third day Christ was risen from the 
dead…never to die again…that we might not set our hopes on the world and the things in 
the world but on life eternal…where Christ is. The resurrection teaches us that human 
frailty is real…but it doesn’t define reality…God does. And the undercurrents of His 
grace are working in power all around us all the time…whether it is quiet like in this 
text…or whether it is shouting in your face like He does in the resurrection. 

10. This text teaches us that…our mighty God is not limited by human frailty, that we might put 
all our faith and hope in him regardless of our circumstance. God is working through 
weakness, despite our weakness for His glory. Now that leaves us with the question of how 
these things apply 

HOW DOES THIS APPLY 
1. These things are clear in our text and Exodus but they are supremely clear in light of Christ. 

And I think one of the most important applications of it’s realities is found in Romans 8. 
Now I’m going to read this text and I want you to pay attention to the interplay between the 
reality of human frailty, and the limitless nature of God’s power and love. 

2. Romans 8:28–39 [28] And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. [29] For those whom he foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. [30] And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

3. [31] What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? [32] He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? [33] Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
who justifies. [34] Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. [35] Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? [36] As it is written, “For your sake we are being 
killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” [37] No, in all these 
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things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. [38] For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (ESV) 

4. The issue at the end of the day…is not about whether our reputation is going to be okay…or 
whether our hopes and dreams are going to work out…or whether or not your health is going 
to hold up…the issue is whether or not you can be separated from the love of God in Christ. 
If you belong to Him…your frailty is not the issue…His love is. If you belong to Him than 
broken reputations and broken dreams aren’t a separation from His love. God has set more 
glory before you the fragility of this passing world…namely His great love and the eternal 
life into which you have been called. 

5. This is the kind of God who is with you today…right now…in your circumstances…this is 
the kind of God who is going with you into whatever it is you are going to face…the God of 
the Ark, the God of Abraham, Issac and Jacob…the God of Moses the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.


6. Do you look at what is going on in your life right now and feel powerless? Feel weak to 
change it, unable to bring your desires to pass? You aren’t the only person who has felt that 
way. But you serve a God WHO HAS NEVER FELT THAT WAY


Our mighty God is not limited by human frailty, so put your faith in Him! 

COMMUNION: This meal preaches to you that the frailty of humanity does not limit God’s 
power…in Christ’s very death we have received life. At the cross of the Lord of life…when all 
the guilt of the world was most explicitly revealed we found pardon 
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