
Defined by the God of Grace 
An exposition of Exodus 6:14-30 

at West Hills San Jose on March 31, 2019 

INTRODUCTION: It’s probably not intuitive to think about it this way, but when we read the 
book of Exodus, we are listening to Moses reflect on his past in the power of the Spirit. And it 
has been fascinating to me, the kinds of things that Moses has chosen to include. So for instance, 
Moses doesn’t just explain that God appeared to Him in the flame of fire…He also includes the 
fact that when that happened, he resisted God’s will to the point of angering God. Moses doesn’t 
just tell the story of Exodus chapter 7 when he appears before Pharaoh, delivers God’s message, 
and God begins pouring out the plagues…HE ALSO includes the first time he appeared before 
Pharaoh in Exodus chapter 5, when he appeared before Pharaoh and everything seemed to go 
horribly wrong. And the reason that that is all so significant, is that it appears to mean that for 
Moses, his past failures were just as included in God’s plan for salvation and deliverance as were 
his victories. 

PROBLEM: Now think about how you reflect on your own past. When most of us look back on 
our lives we remember the joy of our past victories and the pain of our worst experiences. Those 
are typically the things that come to mind when we reflect back for a few minutes. And when we 
tell our story, to ourselves, or to others when you are being truly open, most of us, have a 
tendency to emphasize some things and minimize others. Some of us emphasize the victories, 
and minimize the pain. Some of us emphasize the pain, because our past wounds have done so 
much to form our self-understanding that we minimize the victories. And then along comes 
Moses writing this book at the end of his life…and we read him telling his story…and he seems 
to emphasize neither. Glory and brokenness emerge together in the story of himself…and the 
reason I think this is possible is because the center of Moses’ story isn’t Moses…it’s God. The 
emphasis of Moses’ story is God’s work of grace in the midst of his life.  
 Moses is probably writing this book as an old man at the end of his life, having seen God 
deliver the people, having seen God pour out the plagues, plunder the Egyptians, part the red sea, 
and thunder from Sinai. And he has now writing to a younger generation preparing to enter the 
land who are full of questions about whether or not this is a good idea, whether or not they can 
trust God to go with them, or about whether or not life back in Egypt would be better? And as 
they consider who they are, where they have come from and where they are going, Moses in this 
text seems to lay down a claim that applies to them, to you, to our children and to all God’s 
people forever, and that is my main point today are you ready: 

MAIN POINT: Your past doesn’t define who you are, God does, so seek His grace in 
everything! 

SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles to Exodus 6:14 we are back in the story 
of Moses and the redemption of Israel. We are now at the first major fulcrum of the story. Up to 
this point in the first 6 chapters, what has basically happened is that the people have begun to 
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suffer under Egyptian tyranny, and God has appeared at various times and places, and promised 
to do something about it. But nothing concrete has happened yet. But that is all about to change. 
And as the story has unfolded, God has continued speaking words of grace and hope, Pharaoh’s 
oppression has continued to get darker and more manical…and as the tension has increased to 
the point that one of the parties is about to take the first swing the story stops. Moses hits 
pause…and inserts a genealogy. Or another way of saying that is, just before the story transitions 
from a story of pain and sorrow to one of deliverance and blessing, God stops to remind us who 
these characters are and where they have come from. Let’s now humble our minds, and open our 
hearts for the reading of the Word of the Lord. 

READING: Exodus 6:14–30 [14] These are the heads of their fathers' houses: the sons of 
Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi; these are the clans of Reuben. 
[15] The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite 
woman; these are the clans of Simeon. [16] These are the names of the sons of Levi according to 
their generations: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari, the years of the life of Levi being 137 years. 
[17] The sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, by their clans. [18] The sons of Kohath: Amram, 
Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, the years of the life of Kohath being 133 years. [19] The sons of 
Merari: Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites according to their generations. [20] 
Amram took as his wife Jochebed his father's sister, and she bore him Aaron and Moses, the 
years of the life of Amram being 137 years. [21] The sons of Izhar: Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 
[22] The sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri. [23] Aaron took as his wife Elisheba, the 
daughter of Amminadab and the sister of Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and 
Ithamar. [24] The sons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph; these are the clans of the 
Korahites. [25] Eleazar, Aaron's son, took as his wife one of the daughters of Putiel, and she bore 
him Phinehas. These are the heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites by their clans. 
 [26] These are the Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said: “Bring out the people of 
Israel from the land of Egypt by their hosts.” [27] It was they who spoke to Pharaoh king of 
Egypt about bringing out the people of Israel from Egypt, this Moses and this Aaron. 
 [28] On the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, [29] the LORD 
said to Moses, “I am the LORD; tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say to you.” [30] But Moses 
said to the LORD, “Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips. How will Pharaoh listen to me?” (ESV) 

PRAYER: You are the God of the past, present and future. You are the God who brings good 
from evil, joy from sorrow, and healing for the broken. I pray for everyone in this room, 
everyone who, struggles with defining themselves in terms of their past brokenness, and those 
who struggle with defining themselves by past success, that we would all together recognize that 
we are not the center of our own stories…you are. And we are all, not defined by the good or bad 
things that we have done or have happened to us, but we are defined by Jesus Christ. Increase 
our faith in you…increase our joy in belonging to you as your beloved children, that we might 
gladly worship you in all things…even in how we recall our own past, for the glory of your 
name. 

Page �  of �2 9



ROAD MAP: 1) Why this genealogy is here in the text, 2) what this genealogy is about, 3.) how 
this genealogy speaks to followers of Jesus in the silicon valley in 2019. 

WHY THIS GENEALOGY IS HERE 
1. For those of you who have been at West Hills for a little while, I probably don’t need to 

explain why I would preach on a genealogy, rather than just skipping it and going on to the 
next part of the story. For those of you who haven’t been here as long, and are wondering 
what is going on here, it is our belief that the entire Scripture is the Word of God and there 
aren’t any useless parts of it. All of it reveals God to us, and if that is true, then all of it can 
change us, and that is true even of the genealogies.  
1. So as we unpack this today and you are able to see how much is actually here below the 

surface, I hope that you will go home challenged to never think that there is a boring part 
of the bible ever again. The tendency to think that way comes from problem’s in my 
mind and heart…not in this book. This book is amazing….the God it reveals is 
amazing…and my goal is to do the hard work of seeing Him when I read…even in the 
genealogies. 

2. So let’s begin looking at this text. So why is this genealogy here? Well the first thing we 
want to do is step back and make some macro observations. First we see that the genealogy 
is framed by the same story told two separate times. So in verses 10-12 God tells Moses to 
go speak to Pharaoh and Moses protests that he is a man of uncircumcised lips. 
1. Now if you skip down to verses 28-30 you have that story reiterated again. God says to 

Moses, go say to Pharaoh, and Moses replies behold I am of uncircumcised lips how will 
Pharaoh listen to me? So in between two statements of Moses own self-analysis…in 
between two self-deprecating claims about his lack of fitness for God’s mission, God 
inserts a lineage describing where Moses and Aaron have come from. That is observation 
number one. 

3. Now if you step back a little bit further and consider where we are in the story as I alluded to 
in the beginning, we are at the critical juncture between God promising and God doing. God 
saying to Moses go, I will deliver the people…and Moses going and God beginning the 
process of their deliverance.  
1. So it seems like before God delivers His people from bondage…and before He uses 

Moses as His instrument of redemption…he wants the reader to be aware that their are 
competing claims in Moses’ mind about who he is…there is His claim to being the guy 
with uncircumcised lips…and then there is the claim of this genealogy, which seems to 
be God’s claim of who Moses is. 

2. Am I Moses…the guy who can’t talk good…or are we Moses and Aaron of this 
genealogy? So what do I mean by that. 

4. Well if you look at this genealogy there seems to clearly be an agenda. And I’ll talk more 
about this in the next section but this is clearly not a genealogy for genealogies sake. In verse 
14, this record starts like any other. “These are the heads of their fathers’ houses: the sons of 
Reuben, the first born of Israel.” So we start with the firstborn son of Israel. Jacob. We start 
with the first son of the patriarch. But strangely we hear a few names and then we 
immediately move one. Here is Reubens’s sons…bam we’re done. Then in verse 15 we 
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move to the next son in the birth order Simeon, and we hear the names of his sons…and the 
fact that one of them was conceived by a Canaanite woman, and then we move on. 

5. Then in verse 16 we get to the third born, Levi. And we hear the names of Levi’s sons, and 
the years of Levi’s life being 137 years. And rather than moving on to the fourth son of 
Israel…Judah…we stop. And we begin telescoping into the descendant’s of Levi. We don’t 
just learn about Levi’s children we learn about his grandchildren and his great grandchildren, 
eventually leading to the birth of Aaron and Moses. In other words, the author isn’t 
concerned with the family history of Israel as such…he is interested in the family history of 
Aaron and Moses in particular.  

6. And so when I step back and read verses 14, 15 and 16 again in that light…I realize that the 
author is bringing up Reuben and Simeon IN ORDER to bring up Levi. But he also is 
bringing up Reuben and Simeon in a way that is consistent with ancient genealogies…IN 
ORDER to bring up Israel. The author wants to draw a link between Moses and Aaron, and 
the patriarchs. The Patriarchs are Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (who is called Israel), and they 
were the ones to whom God’s promises of land, seed and blessing had come. It is these 
promises that the people of Israel are hoping in…as they stare into the land from the wrong 
side of the Jordan. 

7. So Moses begins and ends with the claim that he is unfit for God’s mission. God begins his 
counter claim with an implicit statement about the promise. You are part of the seed 
promised to Israel. Moses sees his mouth as unfit for the unfolding of God’s promise…but 
this genealogy seems to open with the claim that Moses’ very existence is part of the 
unfolding of that promise. His ministry is rooted in what God has been doing since the 
patriarchs.  

8. But that being said…this genealogy bears faithful witness to the fact that there is also 
brokenness in this family’s history. Levi’s older brother Simeon gave birth to a son through a 
Canaanite woman, something the people will be strictly forbidden from doing when they 
enter the land.  
1. And for those who are curious, that marriage prohibition was not so concerned with 

keeping people from different ethnicities from getting married…it was concerned with 
keeping people with different God’s from marrying. Those prohibitions were not about 
race they were about worship. 

2. But from the readers perspective, standing on the Jordan preparing to enter the land and 
devote Canaan to destruction, the phrase “a Canaanite woman” was probably not a 
gentile convert. This is a dark reminder that some of our brothers are here because of the 
sins of our father. 

9. Additionally, if you skip down to verse 20 when it says Amram took as his wife Jochebed his 
father’s sister and she bore him Aaron and Moses…that was also later made an illegal act in 
the law. God is later going to forbid incest, and yet incest is how Aaron and Moses entered 
the world. And there it is stated plainly for all to see…did this happen before the law was 
given? Yes. But it is written after the law was delivered into the hands of the people. They 
like us..would look at that act as transgression against the will of God. 

10. So we have seen two things so far…this genealogy roots the ministry of Aaron and Moses in 
the lineage of the patriarchs. God’s gracious promises are unfolding in the world according 
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to His Word…and yet the unfolding involves sin, and brokenness and shameful things about 
the past that cannot be changed. So is this saying something positive about Moses? Yes. Is it 
saying something negative about Moses? Yes. And yet neither of those things are the most 
significant thing this genealogy is saying. 

11. And to see this we need to quickly look back at Genesis 15. Genesis 15 occurred hundreds 
and hundreds of years before these events in Egypt took place…God met with the patriarch 
Abraham on the night he was going to show him his covenant signs. But before He did, God 
told him something. God said in verse 13 “Know for certain that your offspring will be 
sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for 
four hundred years. But I will bring judgement on the nation that they serve and afterward 
they shall come out with great possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace, 
you shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here in the FOURTH 
generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

12. So God promises that the people will be in captivity for four hundred years. But in the 
FOURTH generation they would return to the land. Now, if you look back at this genealogy 
it is referencing back to that text if you pay attention. 
1. And I realize that whose kid is who is a little bit complicated to see because the names 

are so foreign so let me just try and walk us through this as simply as possible. 
2. God promises Abraham, that in the fourth generation…his descendants would return TO 

the LAND, FROM their affliction. When you get to the end of the book of Genesis, you 
have Israel’s whole family including Levi and his son Kohath arriving in Egypt to meet 
Joseph and that is basically how the book of Genesis ends. 

3. So if you filter through the names here you see that Kohath had four sons one of whom 
was Amram. Generation 1. Amram in verse 20 had two sons, Aaron and Moses. 
Generation 2. Aaron in verse 23 had four sons one of whom was Eleazar. Generation 3. 
And finally Eleazar, in verse 25 Aaron’s son…took a wife and gave birth to Phinehas, 
generation 4. 

13. What does that mean…this means everything is happening exactly as God said it would. The 
fourth generation has come and it’s time for his people to leave. Everything is unfolding 
according to God’s gracious timing. Moses is worried about his mouth…but Moses is a 
butterfly in a hurricane of God’s loving purposes and grace. 

14. So why is this genealogy here? It’s here to say good things and bad things about Moses and 
Aaron…it roots their ministry in the lineage of the patriarchs but it does so including all the 
warts…all the brokenness…all the reasons for shame in their past. So how is Moses able to 
face his past with such straightforward honesty?  
1. I think the answer is, at the end of Moses life, he can honestly look back and see that all 

of the things that have happened across his life, the good and the bad…were always ever 
only a part of the much bigger thing that God has been doing since the beginning. The 
people are not going to be redeemed from the power of Pharaoh because of the clarity of 
Moses’ speech.  

2. The people are going to be redeemed because the fourth generation has come and 
the God of the patriarchs is faithful. Yahweh the God of Israel has determined to save, 
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and now no power of hell or scheme of man will stand in the way of His covenant 
purposes.  

15. The God who is about to act isn’t reacting to something unanticipated…God’s purposes were 
determined before the ages began, they were revealed to Abraham and are now being 
manifest in the earth. This genealogy is here to tell us something about God…just as much as 
it is telling us about the people he chooses to use. 

16. God doesn’t need perfect people to bring His purposes to pass in the world…imperfect 
people need a perfect God to bring His purposes to pass in spite of all our brokeness…and 
that is EXACTLY the kind of God that you serve. And that is WHY this genealogy is here. 
Let’s now transition to thinking carefully about what this genealogy is about. 

WHAT THIS GENEALOGY IS ABOUT 
1. If you look at the end of chapter 6, the previous point really does seem to be emphasized 

over and over. Verse 26 “THESE the Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said: bring the 
people of Israel from the land of Egypt by their hosts. It was they who spoke to Pharaoh king 
of Egypt about bringing out the people of Israel from Egypt, THIS MOSES AND THIS 
AARON. 
1. I don’t know how that sounds to you…but it’s almost like the author is just as surprised 

as we are. This Moses who insisted before God’s face that he was not capable AS God 
was promising to go with him…this exact one was the one that the Lord chose to use. 

2. You combine these assertions with the fact that the lineage is book ended with the same 
story about Moses inadequacies and you get the sense that the author is saying…Moses 
really actually wasn’t some amazing guy that God used because he was so amazing. He 
really was just another guy from the same line as Aaron, whom God set His love upon 
and chose to use in an incredible way. 

3. Now why do you think Moses would be insisting on this…to the generation of 
Israelites…staring at the walls of Jericho…preparing to cross the Jordan? Probably 
because our tendency has been and will always be to assume…that God must have 
worked in a mighty way through that person because they are better than me…they are 
godlier…or smarter…or more gifted than me. When the reality God works through 
whom He works. God used Moses because the fourth generation had come…the iniquity 
of the Amorites was complete…and according to His grace the time had come for the 
peoples deliverance. 

4. Moses was nothing more or less than a guy who was commanded by God to do 
something…who did it. So there seems to be a real, sincere, aim to humanize Moses and 
Aaron before the God of all power begins to demonstrate His strength to the world. But 
this genealogy when taken in its full picture seems to also be doing something else. 

2. As I said before this genealogy starts like any other ancient near easter genealogy but it 
becomes immediately apparent that there is an agenda here. Moses doesn’t amplify 
information about everyone, just some people. The people who matter for the purposes of his 
writing. And you get a clue as to who is important to the author by whether or not you are 
told how long they lived. 
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1. So for instance with Levi were are told, in contrast to the first two brothers, that he lived 
137 years in verse 16.  Then in verse 18 we are told that the years of Kohath were 133 
years…and unsuprisingly…it’s his lineage…not so much the lineage of his brothers that 
we are going to continue following. And of Kohath’s four sons, we are mostly interested 
in Amram in verse 20….who surprise lived 137 years. We are told that Amram fathered 
Aaron and Moses. And then you have the most shocking thing of all about this 
genealogy…it doesn’t follow the lineage of Moses…it follows the lineage of Aaron. 

2. Of course there are several theories for why this is, but let me share the one that makes 
by far the most sense to me. The rest of the genealogy seems concerned with telling us 
where two individuals have come from…Phinehas and Korah. Verse 21 The first son of 
Izhar is Korah…verse 24 the sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah and Abisaph. Eleazar, 
Aaron’s son in verse 25 took a wife…and bore Phinehas. And these are the heads of the 
fathers’ houses of the Levites by their clans. 

3. So those two names, if it was written on the shores of the Jordan after all the events of 
the Exodus and wilderness wanderings, would be extremely significant to the people. 

3. What is Korah known for? His rebellion against Moses and Aaron’s leadership in Numbers 
16. You see in this genealogy where his claim to leadership probably came from in terms of 
his lineage. But Korah is not high priest in Israel when this is probably written…Phinehas is.  

4. And Phinehas has made a name for Himself as a faithful warrior priest, and yet his claim to 
the priesthood can’t rest on deeds but on lineage. And the way this text is organized…Moses 
cites five generations between Levi and Phinehas with Aaron standing at the very center. 

5. So it seems as though this is an affirmation of Phinehas’ credentials as they prepare to enter 
the land. 

6. So what is this genealogy for, at one level it is here to humanize the leaders of God’s people. 
But it also seems to be explaining and authenticating the current leadership structure of Israel 
on the shores of the Jordan. I actually find that to be an extremely compelling argument for 
dating this book to about that time period. 

7. But in any case…why is this genealogy here? To reveal that God is faithful and our past 
doesn’t define who we are…God does. Additionally, what this genealogy is about is to 
illustrate that God doesn’t use men because they are great…God is great and so he uses 
broken men. And finally this genealogy is in it’s most important sense giving definition to 
the world Israel finds itself in. 
1. Israel is not on the verge of invading Canaan because Moses was a great leader (even 

though I think a case can be made that he was). Israel is on the shores of the river Jordan 
because the fourth generation had come and the God of the patriarchs is faithful. 

2. Phinehas is not the high priest of Israel because he doesn’t have any brokenness in his 
past…he does. Phinehas is the high priest because God set him in the lineage of Aaron 
for His own purposes and grace. In other words, Moses and Aaron did not create the 
world they found themselves in…God. God shapes and determines our life 
circumstances, and He is doing it in His own way, in His own time and for His own 
gracious and glorious reasons. So this is why this genealogy is here and what it’s about…
let’s close by reflecting on how this genealogy speaks to us in 2019 
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HOW THIS GENEALOGY SPEAKS TO US IN 2019 
1. You are not defined by your past, what you have done, or what has happened to you. You are 

defined by God. The life you find yourself in at this very moment is the result of millions of 
factors over most of which, you had no control. Why has God brought you into this life, in 
this moment, in this place? Acts 17:27..that you should seek God.
1. If you have never placed your faith in Jesus Christ…God would say that everything that 

has happened in your entire life has brought you to this moment so that you would seek 
Him. He is not far from you…and His desire is to be found. If you feel the brokenness of 
your own sin, and you see your need to be healed from it, forgiven of it…turn in your 
heart to Jesus and say save me Lord, save me! And don’t stop crying out until you can 
believe that His death really was for you. Until you can see and believe that you really do 
need mercy and help…and God really has provided it for you in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus…all you have to do is turn your heart to believe it.

2. Maybe you are a believer, and you look at your life and you are rejoicing in where God 
has brought you. Then seek Him.

3. Maybe you feel the opposite this morning. He has brought you here that you might seek 
Him! The ways you feel about your circumstances does not define them…God does…so 
seek Him.

2. Maybe you are here, and you have the opposite struggle of Moses, you are trying to be good 
enough for God to use you. You know deep down, that you make decisions on a day to day 
basis in order to show others or even God that you can do it…that you are strong…that you 
are able…that you can be good enough…and the effort is killing you. Is that you? 
1. Maybe you are here and you believe deep down like Moses…I’ll never be good 

enough…I can’t do it, so I won’t do it. I look at my past and see a track-record of failure 
so it seems like God will never accept me. 

2. Brother sister listen to me…you cannot make yourself acceptable to God…God alone 
can make you acceptable in Jesus Christ. Your past might be amazing…but every good 
thing about your past is nothing compared to what God has done in Christ Jesus for you, 
for His glory, and for your salvation and blessing. Even the good stuff in your past was 
Christ at work in you.

3. If you are the kind of person who struggles with the fact you are not good enough…you 
are broken and you can’t seem to fix yourself…don’t try to find reasons for hope in 
yourself…look away from yourself and up to Jesus. He alone can make people worthy to 
stand before the throne of God. Joshua Camacho is never going to be justified in the 
name of Joshua Camacho…Joshua Camacho only has one hope..and that is that by faith I 
will be justified in the Son of God…Jesus Christ. That His death for my sins and failures 
is sufficient…and that His righteousness is mine as a gift of God’s grace.

4. You are not defined by your past…but you are also not defined by yourself…God defines 
us. And if you are His child by faith in Jesus…God calls you His beloved. Take a 
moment consider the richness and the depth of that word…you are God’s beloved. Not 
His beliked…not his betolerated…you are His beloved not because of who you are or 
what you have done…but because of who Jesus is and What Jesus has done.

3. I remember when I first became a Christian I learned something about myself. It dawned on 
me in a way that it never had before that my name is not Josh, even though that is what 
everyone has called me my entire life…my name is Joshua. And Joshua is a Hebrew word 
that means God saves…and the last part of the name Yah…is a compound a word for the 
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name of God. Which means my whole life when I’ve said my name is Josh…I’ve been 
identifying myself as without reference to God. But when Jesus kicked the door of my heart 
open and came into my life I realized…I’m not the savior…GOD IS. I am not Josh…I am 
JOSHUA…Saved by God…which is not an attempt to peer pressure you into calling me 
Joshua instead of Josh…that’s not my point…my point was that I didn’t know who I was 
until I understood who I was in reference to God. When I attempted to define myself it led to 
brokenness and sin. When I finally repented and acknowledged that Christ was the Lord…
God radically changed my understanding of myself, my own name.
1. I am not Josh I am Joshua…I’m not the savior…I am ONE Saved by God Almighty.
2. You are not defined by your past and you are not defined by yourself. So what does that 

mean for those of us with really broken pasts that contain a lot of painful wounds that we 
always try to avoid thinking about?

4. Here is what it means: Don’t be afraid of your past. God in this text points back to even the 
brokenness of the past, as part of how He was working out his will in the world for Israel’s 
salvation and His glory.
1. When you look back on the last 10 years of your life, what do you see? A record of your 

own failures? A record of sins committed against you? Or do you see a record of God’s 
grace at work in the midst of human brokenness?

2. I understand the risk of posing that question, that way. Are their genuinely terrible things 
that happen in the world? Yes. Am I aware that genuinely monstrous things happen, and 
that some of them have happened to people in this room? Yes. But I am also aware that 
the apostle John taught us that He who is in us is greater than He who is in the world. 

3. That means that God’s power to heal is greater than the world’s ability to wound. 
4. That means that God’s ability to bring good from a situation is greater than man’s ability 

to work evil.
5. That means that God’s power redeem, is greater than the power of sin to bind you.
6. God’s power to save is greater than our desire to perish. 
7. This means that God’s ability to bring blessing is greater than the devils ability to bring 

destruction.
8. It can be painful to reflect on our past because there is a lot of old wounds we’ve never 

faced or dealt with…but if everything I just said was true…that you can trust God who 
gives life to the dead to also give life to your mortal bodies.

5. God created the life we find ourselves in, and He did it for our salvation and blessing, and 
His glory…and His salvation is coming in His time and in His way.

6. Your past doesn’t define who you are, God does, so seek His grace in everything!

COMMUNION: You are welcomed into table fellowship with Christ and with this church 
family by the sacrifice that God provided. You don’t make yourself worthy of this table…God 
makes you worthy in Jesus Christ.
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