
The Unexpected Display of God’s Power 
An exposition of Exodus 7:1-13 

at West Hills San Jose on April 7, 2019 

INTRODUCTION: Jan 8, 1956, 5 recent college graduates were standing along the beach of 
their brand new mission field after making their very first contact with an unreached people 
group, (an indigenous tribe that had never been exposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ). Shortly 
after making this initial contact, and before enough language had been learned for meaningful to 
communication to take place…all 5 of these young men were stabbed to death by the tribe they 
desired to reach, before they even had an opportunity to share the gospel for the first time. One of 
those young men had only been married for about three years but whose wife had a 10 month old 
baby girl at home. That man’s name was Jim Elliot. 

I’ve read that the response of the non-Christian public to this event was one of shock and 
horror. A “tragic nightmare” it was designated to have been. But Jim’s widow Elisabeth, felt 
strongly that the world was missing something. In her book, the Shadow of the Almighty she 
wrote “The world did not recognize the truth of the second clause in Jim Elliot’s credo: ‘He is no 
fool who gives what he cannot keep…TO GAIN WHAT HE CANNOT LOSE” She did not believe 
her husbands death to be some unfortunate tragic miscalculation on his part, because the refuge 
that God offers is not refuge from suffering and trials in this life but from final and ultimate 
defeat in the life to come. She believed her husbands death, was a giving of his life for Christ’s 
sake in order that he might find it. He died in the shadow of the Almighty, in the refuge of His 
eternal, sovereign God.

PROBLEM: It is so easy to only ever root our understanding and hope in what we can see, even 
though just a bit of reflection on the past can illuminate the error of that kind of thinking. I’m 
sure all of us have had events in our life, which at the time appeared to be a a great victory in the 
moment. But that sense of victory eventually gave way to shattered expectations and failed 
hopes, and bitter disappointment. Consider also, the sense of defeat you have felt under the 
burden of past trials while they were taking place. And now you look back in retrospect and can 
see how they have actually proven to be one of the most significant periods of spiritual growth of 
your entire life. Things that appeared to be victories were actually defeats, and things that 
appeared to be defeats were actually great triumphs of grace in your life. 

You have a conversation with someone that doesn’t seem to go well in the moment and 
then weeks or months later the person circles back and admits that’s exactly what they needed to 
hear. Or maybe the opposite happens. You go to have a conversation with someone you think 
went really well, but weeks or months later you realize it had nothing of the impact that you 
thought it had. How do you think about that situation? Where do you look for hope when there 
doesn’t seem to be any tangible reason for hope to remain?

MAIN POINT: What we see and what is real are often very different things, so root your hope 
in God’s saving power
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SETTING THE CONTEXT: We are back in the book of Exodus, please open your bibles with 
me to Exodus chapter 7. As I explained last week, we have reached the first major pivot point in 
the book. Israel has been in bondage under the reign of Pharaoh the tyrant, who has authored a 
comprehensive system of oppression and abuse from which there appears to be no escape. 
Moses, who should have been put to death at birth, was born and survived in the most 
unexpected way, as he was found by pharaoh’s daughter and raised in Pharaoh’s house. Moses 
initially tried to oppose the Egyptian abuse with violence, striking down an oppressor and 
burying his body in the sand. But this ended disastrously when his crime was discovered and he 
was forced to flee to the land of Midian. 
 And while all of this was happening, the dark was growing darker, the cries were growing 
louder, the narrative seems to silently be asking…”where is God?” And at that very moment, at 
the end of chapter 2 we are told, God saw, God heard, and God remembered His covenant with 
the people. God than irrupts into the story…NOT ERUPTS…which is to explode out…IRRUPT 
which is to explode into…by appearing to Moses, announcing that His name is YAHWEH the 
God who IS and the God who ACTS, and declaring that He will now deliver HIs people from 
Egypt and bring them to the land He promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He told Moses that 
he and his brother Aaron would be his messengers and that He was sending them to an obstinate 
Pharaoh who will only let them go after being compelled by a mighty hand. 
 On Moses’ first attempt to command Pharaoh to let the people go, the results were 
disastrous. Pharaoh rejected Moses and Aaron and increased the burden upon the people, calling 
them lazy. The people collectively rejected the message of Moses because of their broken spirits 
and God’s messengers cried out in defeat asking God why he was allowing these things to 
happen? And through all of this emotional up and down…through all this confidence and 
frustration…through all the rising spirits and breaking spirits…God has been speaking in a calm, 
confident and consistent voice… I am Yahweh and I am going to redeem my people and bring 
them to the land of promise. And from the point of view of the narrative…we now reached the 
juncture where God’s word begins to transition from promise to reality…from declaring to 
acting…from announcing to bringing forth by His power. Let’s now humble our minds and open 
our hearts for the reading of the word of the Lord. 

READING: [1] And the LORD said to Moses,“See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and 
your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. [2] You shall speak all that I command you, and your 
brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. [3] But I will 
harden Pharaoh's heart, and though I multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, [4] 
Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people 
the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. [5] The Egyptians shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people of 
Israel from among them.” [6] Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as the LORD commanded 
them. [7] Now Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three years old, when they spoke to 
Pharaoh. [8] Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, [9] “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Prove 
yourselves by working a miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast it down 
before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.’” [10] So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and 
did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron cast down his staff before Pharaoh and his servants, 
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and it became a serpent. [11] Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the sorcerers (show of 
force), and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the same by their secret arts. [12] For each 
man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs. 
[13] Still Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 

PRAYER: God we recognize as one that things are not always as they appear. You love and set 
your blessing upon the righteous and yet things don’t always appear that way…especially if we 
are looking at it from a worldly perspective. Yet we know that you are the God who acts on 
behalf of your people. We know that you’re causing all things to work together for our good and 
to make us like Christ, and yet we also know that we…like Pharaoh have resisted you. 
Forgiveness, us Lord. Give us ears to hear and eyes to see the deep significance of this 
narrative…to see You in Your glory…to see ourselves as you see us…that we might turn and 
engage the world around us in love…and be instruments through which your glory is displayed. 

ROAD MAP: 1.) What Yahweh is doing, why Yahweh is doing this, and 3.) How we should 
respond to the power of our God. 

WHAT YAHWEH IS DOING 
1. Alright lets get to work. Look back at your bibles with me to Exodus chapter 7:1. And 

Yahweh said to Moses “See I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron 
shall be your prophet.” 

2. So most Sunday’s we get to kind of slowly wade into the sermon starting at the shallow end, 
getting acclimated to the temperature and then we get to swim out into the deep end as the 
text unfolds. Not today brothers and sisters. What on earth does this mean. 

3. Well there are a few possibilities. First it’s important to point out that the Hebrew text does 
not say I have made you LIKE God in the original language. The word “LIKE” is added by 
the translators for interpretive reasons. What it literally says is I have made you God to 
Pharaoh. So what could that mean? 
1. Well it could mean that the Lord is saying I have some how supernaturally transformed 

you into something like me…like the creator and sustainer of galaxies and universes…
but that doesn’t seem very likely. If that is what God meant it seems like this dispute 
would be over pretty quick. Also it doesn’t say I have made you Yahweh, it says I have 
made you Elohim, which is the more generic term for a god in the ancient near east. So I 
probably haven’t made you myself. But I have made you something. So what could that 
be? 

2. A more likely interpretation is that Moses will be God functionally to Pharaoh and to 
Israel if you remember Exodus 4. Moses will be the one God has chosen to engage in 
intimate communion and revelation. And Moses will be the one who will image God…to 
reveal God’s will and God’s ways to Pharaoh and to the people of Egypt by virtue of that 
special communion. Moses will be like the bible. And Aaron will be like His prophet. So 
he will be God functionally to Pharaoh…in that the character and power and will of God 
is going to be imaged through Him to Egypt. And if that’s the case, something significant 
is going on here. 
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4. Let’s try to think about this in terms of the cultural context of ancient Egypt. In Egyptian 
ideology, the Pharaoh was considered a divine being and the true image of God. Not only 
that but Pharaoh ruled over Egypt which was the worlds great super power of the day. As a 
country they were unmatched in architectural prowess, military strength and natural 
resources. When the average citizen of the Ancient Near East heard that Pharaoh was 
divine…ones natural inclination was probably not to question whether or not that was true. It 
probably seemed true. 
1. But things are not always as they appear. Yahweh says to a poor shepherd who is going to 

speak on behalf of the down-trodden slave community…Pharaoh is not God…you are. 
Pharaoh is not in control…but through you…I AM. In other words, God is assigning 
roles in this narrative that fly in the face of the social realities.  

2. You are going to walk into Pharaoh’s court and everyone on the entire planet is 
going to think Moses is going to talk to a god…but that’s not true. Moses is going to 
walk into Pharaoh’s court because God is about to talk to Pharaoh. Do you see the 
apparent absurdity in the nature of this claim? You know what this is saying? The social 
constructs we invent are not always how God sees things. You can call yourself a god but 
that doesn’t make you God. You can accumulate power through violence but that doesn’t 
mean you rule the world. You can exalt yourself in the moment…but it is the one whom 
God exalts who will ultimately stand. The kingdom of God often undermines worldly 
powers in unexpected ways, and what WE SEE vs WHAT IS REAL…are often very 
different things. Moses is not going to speak to a god…God through Moses is going to 
speak to Pharaoh. 

3.  We will come back to this idea of being God to people in a bit. 
5. But for the moment, I hope you can see that Moses is going to function like God to Pharaoh 

in the interactions to come. And now God reiterates what he has said many times up to this 
point in the narrative, and it’s reiterated for emphasis. Verse 2, “you shall speak all that I 
command you, and your brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of 
his land.” 
1. And it’s important to emphasize again…when God commands Moses and Aaron to go 

and speak with Pharaoh, He doesn’t command them to go ask politely if the people can 
have a few days off of work. He speaks to Pharaoh, like a King speaking to a servant. Let 
my people go. Acknowledge my authority over you by complying with this demand of 
obedience. 

6. But God has also authored the future. He knows what is about to happen because He has 
been unfolding this plan of redemption since the foundation of the world. Verse 3, but I shall 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, 
Pharaoh WILL NOT listen to you.” NOT, might not…HE WILL NOT. 
1. So God is not trying to predict the future…God is announcing the things that will be 

before they come to pass that you might know He is the LORD. 
7. Now let me say a few things quickly about God hardening Pharaoh’s heart. Various questions 

arise around God doing this kind of thing, many of which are interesting, and maybe a few of 
which are helpful to faith and life in the shadow of the Almighty. In theology, there are 
things we can know for sure and things that are very difficult to know for sure. So…as an 
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example in this section of text…we are told 3 things about Pharaoh’s recalcitrance…we are 
told three things about how Pharaoh comes to the place where He is resisting God’s will. 
First is here in verse 3. God is hardening Pharaoh’s heart. Now look at verse 4…who is the 
one responsible for Pharaoh’s actions at the beginning of verse 4? Pharaoh will not…listen. 
Pharaoh is a participant in this hardening. Now look down at verse 13, “Still Pharaoh’s heart 
was hardened, and he would not listen to them as the LORD had said.” So who is hardening 
Pharaoh’s heart in that text? It’s not really clear right? Could be God, could be pharaoh, 
could be some combination. 
1. Throughout the Exodus narrative, all three ideas are going to be explicitly stated. God 

hardened Pharaoh, Pharaoh hardened himself, and Pharaoh was hardened with no 
reference to who exactly was doing it. So the question most people ask is…well which 
one is it? And I personally feel completely comfortable with saying…all of them. They 
are all true. All of those things are happening in this text. Was there an element of choice 
involved in Pharaoh’s hardening? Yes. Would God have allowed any other outcome that 
the one He had ordained? No, He wouldn’t. How do you sketch that on the whiteboard? 
I’m not completely sure. What I do know is that the text says both things therefore I 
believe both things. 

2. I’m not sure this is a perfect illustration but I think I see examples all the time of what 
this could look like. For instance I have two kids that often bicker when they have to 
share toys. And if we are all playing nicely in a room together and one of them decided 
they want the toy the other one has…and goes and tries to take it…I can tell you for sure 
with 100 precent certainty what the outcome is going to be. Anger explosion. If one kid 
provokes the other kid in a particular way the outcome will always be the same. And I 
don’t think adults are that different than kids. 

3. It’s not hard for me to imagine God infinitely wise…looking down at Pharaoh swollen 
with pride, and saying I am going to have Moses talk to Him like a servant and I am 100 
precent positive that the result is going to be the hardening of his heart towards me. Is 
God hardening Pharaoh’s heart in that situation? Well yeah He’s deliberately doing things 
to cause it. But is Pharaoh also doing it? Yeah, God’s not coercing Him into the act…he 
is simply provoking Him in such a way that He knows will draw the evil out of his heart. 
Any way I have to move on, but hopefully that can at least get your thoughts rolling in a 
helpful direction if you are curious about such things. 

8. God is going to harden Pharaoh’s heart somehow…and he will become so resistant to God’s 
authority over His land that he will not even respond to the multiplication of signs and 
wonders in the land. So God is going to begin by undermining the social realities of the 
world…by making Moses God to Pharaoh. God then turns and announces the future to 
Moses and Aaron…I will harden Pharaoh’s heart..and He WILL NOT listen to you.  

9. And finally He announces His sovereignty over Egypt. Back to verse 4, Pharaoh won’t listen 
but “Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, 
out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment.” You are not going to escape from the 
mighty hand of Pharaoh, my children, I will lay my mighty hand upon Egypt and bring you 
out to your own land with your pockets full and your heads high. 
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1. He reiterates the identity of the people three times, my hosts, my people, the children of 
Israel out of Egypt. You are not a crowd of worthless slaves….you are my hosts my 
army…you are not cast-off rejects that couldn’t make it work in Egypt…you are my 
people, the children of Israel. And you will be delivered. Not by chance or 
circumstance…but by the great acts of judgment that my hand lays upon Egypt. 

2. We hear judgment language differently than ancient people heard judgment. Judge is 
something the king does. And lesser judges judge on the basis of his royal authority. For 
God to bring great acts of judgment upon Egypt is to say that God is carrying out great 
acts of royal justice upon the land. God is sovereign over heaven and earth…and He will 
bring His sovereignty to bear in order to display His steadfast love and faithfulness 
toward His people. 

10. So what is God doing? God is undermining the social realities by His power, He is declaring 
the future and by doing so, announcing His regal sovereignty over Pharaoh and the land of 
Egypt. This is what Yahweh is doing in the land. Now I want to transition to the why? Why 
is God doing this? 

WHY YAHWEH IS DOING THIS 
1. Verse 5 The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out my hand against 

Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from among them. 
2. I think it would be difficult to understate the glory of that statement. So back in chapter 3, 

when God announced His personal name to Moses, I pointed out that when you see the 
LORD in all caps like that, the Hebrew word underneath it is God’s personal name Yahweh. 
In Exodus 6:3, God said something else very significant. He said in the past I have revealed 
myself as El Shaddai as God Almighty to the patriarchs but up until now I have not yet 
revealed my name Yahweh. And as that text went on it became clear that what God meant 
was that I have not yet revealed what it means that I am THE GOD WHO IS WHO HE IS 
AND WHO DOES WHAT HE DOES and what I do is glorify myself in the earth through 
salvation and judgment, through redemption and blessing. 

3. That is what it means for Him to be Yahweh, to be the God who causes what He causes on 
behalf of His people…and what He causes is His covenantal love to be displayed in the 
midst of the earth. That He will be our God and we will be His people, and that we would 
KNOW HIM as the God who brings us out from the burden of slavery and into the blessings 
promised to the patriarchs. And so what is so so shocking about chapter 7:5 is that God 
doesn’t only desire to reveal this to ISRAEL…He also desires to reveal this to Egypt!?! 
1. Verse 5 says that when God stretches out His hand against Egypt and brings out the 

people of Israel from among them…the Egyptians shall know that I AM YAHWEH. You 
don’t want to read THE LORD as a title…it is the disclosure of His personal, covenantal 
name. 

2. To reiterate a point I’ve made in previous weeks, this explicitly means that God isn’t 
bringing salvation to Israel because slavery is bad, even though it is. God isn’t bringing 
judgement upon Egypt just because Pharaoh deserves it, even though he does. Neither of 
those things are the chief end of what God is doing in this book. God is about to do all of 
these wonderful and terrifying things IN ORDER TO glorify Himself, to reveal Himself 
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to both ISRAEL AND EGYPT. That the nations would know that He is Yahweh the God 
of salvation. 

3. It’s no coincidence I think that we are told in Exodus 12:38 that a MIXED multitude left 
Egypt with Israel. It’s no coincidence that many Egyptians saw God’s power, and turned 
in their hearts away from the reign of Pharaoh and left their homeland trusting in the 
power of YHWH. As get into the plagues God is going to begin making this point more 
forceful and specifically going so far as to say to Pharaoh in Exodus 9:16 “But for this 
purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be 
proclaimed in all the earth.” 

4. Even in the book of Exodus…God’s redemption is aimed at bringing the knowledge of His 
redeeming power and covenant love to the ends of the earth. And you know what is kind of 
an amazing thought? It worked. Here you all are…sitting in a room on a Sunday morning…
while I proclaim His excellencies to you, and you to one another. 

5. So the Lord is going to reveal Himself as Yahweh to the people of Egypt…and He is going to 
do so by bringing judgement on the land of Egypt. But even in this, things are not always 
what they seem. What looks like plagues for the purpose of punishment…is also a means by 
which God will bring out a mixed multitude from the land of Egypt. What looks like 
something bad happening to the proud, will turn out to be something glorious happening to 
the humble. 

6. What looks like judgement upon the wickedness of a royal house…is also a revelation of 
God’s covenant love to the nations. I’m saying this because what we see and what is real are 
often very different things…and you in this room at this moment are living breathing proof 
that God is always doing more than we could ever think or imagine through His works in the 
world. 

7. So what is God doing? Undermining social realities and announcing His Lordship over 
Egypt and it’s future. Why is He doing this? So that not only Israel but also EGYPT would 
know that He is YHWH. And in reality not only Egypt but the ends of earth would hear of 
what He has done and worship Him as the God who redeems. And now it’s time for the 
conflict to begin, let’s look at how the characters in this story respond to the God of power. 

HOW WE SHOULD RESPOND TO THE POWER OF OUR GOD 
1. Verse 6 Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as the Lord commanded them.” Moses and 

Aaron believe and so they obeyed. And that point is stressed twice. The right response to the 
God of power is obedience and faith as we will see. Verse 7 “Moses was eighty and Aaron 
was eighty three when they spoke to Pharaoh.” This helps us to anchor ourselves in the 
timeline of Moses’ ministry. 

2. Verse 8 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Prove 
yourselves by working a miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast it 
down before Pharaoh that it may become a serpent.’” So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh 
and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron cast down his staff before Pharaoh and his 
servants and it became a serpent.” 

3. This is a pretty straightforward text so I’ll just make a few comments. First, if you weren’t 
here when we discussed these miracles back in chapter 4, it is important to note that the 
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serpent was the symbol of Egyptian power in ancient egypt. If you have seen the Egyptian 
crown in movies or books, you know that perched above the Pharoah’s forehead is a mighty 
cobra standing in the strike position, often times with its fangs exposed. 
1. So when God gave this sign to Moses the idea wasn’t so much that I have the power to 

turn inanimate objects into animals. It’s more symbolic than that. Yahweh cause the 
snake to be…and through His servant Moses He can reach down and pick it up and 
render it completely powerless. This was a statement of power and authority over the 
power of Egypt. 

4. So In verse 10, Aaron obeys and throws down the snake in the presence of Pharaoh but 
Pharaoh isn’t impressed. Verse 11, “Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the sorcerers 
and they the magicians of Egypt also did the same by their secret arts.” 
1. So Pharaoh is standing before Moses and Aaron when he witnesses the miracle. And so 

he attempts to respond with a show of force. He doesn’t just call the sorcerers plural, he 
also calls the wise men plural. He probably is calling a crowd of the intellectual elite into 
the room. in order to belittle this little magic trick he just witnessed. 

2. And it says the magicians of Egypt, also did the same by their secret arts. Aaron through 
down his staff and performed a miracle by the power of God. But the magicians were 
able to somehow mimic the work of God. They were able to produce a snake from a staff 
but they did it “by their secret arts.”  

3. So one of the things I was asked about this text this week is, are the Egyptians somehow 
doing miracles here? And if so how? Is it some sort of satanic power at work? And I 
think the answer is no. They are magicians. They are performing magic by their secret 
arts. In other words…this is a cheap trick. It looks like they did the same thing as Aaron 
but in reality it is a deception. 

4. God has true power to do these things…which the worldly power of Egypt can only 
mimic. How’s that for a relevant statement about the world we are in? How do you 
change someones behaviors? Well ideally you’d like to have a change of heart but since 
we don’t have the power to do that we will focus on behavior modification. That is a 
mimicry of what God alone in His power can do to bring forth righteousness in the earth. 

5. Verse 12, Each man cast down his staff and they became serpents. So that could be as few as 
two men being referenced but being that Pharaoh is likely going for a show of force here, 
I’m thinking there were probably a decent number of guys throwing snakes on the ground. 

6. So Aaron’s staff becomes a serpent…and then Pharaoh responds with a whole bunch of guys 
who appear to have the exact same ability to take their staffs and throw them on the ground 
where they become serpents. But what we can see and what is real are often very 
different things. 

7. Imagine being Aaron and Moses in this moment…they pulled out their mighty miracle to 
show Pharaoh in God’s name, praying earnestly that things would turn out differently than 
last time…and Pharaoh parades out a whole crowd of magicians who appear to be able to do 
the exact same miracle that they just did. Can you imagine how deflating that probably felt? 
1. But of course something very unexpected happens, and it’s more amazing when you 

think about it literally. It says at the end of verse 12 But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their 
staffs. I’m not sure if there is any significance to switching from serpent to staff here, 
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expect perhaps to emphasize that these things weren’t actually snakes, they were actually 
staffs…and so what is about to happen should be impossible. As impossible as a staff 
becoming a snake in the first place. 

2. It says Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. Now to be forthright with you, I couldn’t 
find a single commentary that interacted with what it looks like to watch a snake eat. If 
you want to look up on youtube a video of a king cobra eating another snake, it’s 
definitely there. But for those of you who don’t have the stomach for such things I’ll just 
point out that snakes eat slowly. They don’t chew, they have to slowly swallow. And they 
don’t really eat more than one thing at a time. 

3. But in this passage Aarons staff swallowed up their staffs. It kind of reads like it all 
happened in one big quick gulp. It kind of reads like there wasn’t even a fight. This 
probably looked intensely super natural when it happened…like a normal size cobra 
opening it’s mouth 3 feet wide and swallowing hole a bunch of other snakes. Whatever 
happened…this was a statement. 

8. You can perform cheap mimicry of God’s power…but the powers of Egypt are nothing 
compared to the power of God. They can perform magic…but God can perform miracles. 
They can posture with their shows of force…but those who resist Yahweh will be swallowed 
whole. 

9. Whatever the end of verse 12 looked like, it seems presupposed in verse 13 that it should 
have been convincing. Verse 13 says “Still” even though he witnessed this miracle. Still 
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them.” But this isn’t a defeat…this 
is happening as YAHWEH had said. 

10. So the conflict begins…Moses and Aaron are obeying in humility, Pharaoh’s servants are 
mocking God’s power with their mimicry and Pharaoh is hardening his heart to the displays 
of God’s authentication of Moses and Aaron as his messengers. And from the outside looking 
in, it seems like once again…Moses’ request of Pharaoh hasn’t worked. But what we can see 
and what is real are often very different things. 
1. God has initiated this conflict with Pharaoh in order to glorify Himself through salvation 

and judgment that not only Israel but Egypt would know that He is Yahweh the God of 
salvation. And as we look back across salvation history we see that it is often God’s way 
to bring about triumph through apparent defeat. 

11. Nowhere was this more apparent than at the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, when the God of 
salvation and judgment, allowed His only begotten Son to be handed over to His enemies. 
That in His humiliation and death, he might take upon Himself the full weight of the 
punishment for our sins…God’s just wrath stored up against us for every time we have 
defied him, ever time we have disobeyed him, every time we have loved the creation more 
than our creator we have sinned against a holy God who desires to bring justice to the world. 
Not capricious justice. True justice. Not unjust affliction, that’s not true justice…a true 
reckoning for human wickedness toward one another and toward our God. 
1. Apart from Jesus Christ we are NOT like Aaron and Moses in this story we are like 

Pharaoh and his magicians. Hardening our hearts against God…or we buy into the cheap 
mimicry that we can create a life of blessing apart from Him. God says…I am your King, 
submit to my Lordship bow the knee to my Son, and enter into the blessings of my 
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kingdom…and we either harden our hearts and say NO…or we say I am perfectly happy 
with my dollar store imitations thank you very much. 

2. Which is rebellion against the One who is seeking to fill you with everlasting joy! 
3. Apart from Jesus Christ…IT WOULD BE FAIR for God to turn His back on us…and to 

give us over to our sinful desires which lead to death. 
12. But in order that we would not perish…God sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord…to be condemned by Pilate…to suffer at the hands of the Roman torturers and the 
rabid mobs…and to be nailed to a cross while breathing and bleeding…in our place and for 
our sins. And there the sky went dark…there God’s wrath fell upon Him in all its fury in a 
way that no one and nothing will every fully comprehend. And when the punishment was 
complete, when the price was paid…the LORD JESUS CHRIST declared it is finished…and 
rather than coming down in triumph…and ceased to breathe and died. 

13. There at the cross…when the Son of God died…it seemed that the plans of God had been 
defeated…as though death had won, as though the Messiah had failed. But what we can see 
and what is real are often very different things. 

14. The LORD Jesus was buried in a tomb and on the third day…when all hope seemed lost the 
Author of life rose again in triumph over death. And now by His resurrection we too will be 
raised up. 

15. Through His resurrection we don’t have to burn our time worrying about how to find a 
refuge in the things of this world…we can enter into the very presence of God by faith and 
abide in the shadow of the Almighty. By engaging the world this way, God teaches us not to 
put our hope in what we think we can see…what we can see is rarely what is real. By 
engaging the world in this way God teaches us to to hope in what is unseen . 

16. Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ we learn not to lose heart. Though our outer self is 
wasting away our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction 
is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 
things that are seen, but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

17. What is unseen to us in this moment is that God from the beginning of the scriptures to the 
end has been about one thing…displaying His redeeming power to the ends of the earth 
through salvation and judgment. That is why he raised you up as a Christian…is to display 
his redeeming power to the world. How does he do that? How do we apply these realities in 
our daily life? 

18. Do you remember how God tells Moses you will be God to Pharaoh? And what He meant by 
that is not that you are actually the creator and sustainer of the universe…but through your 
intimate communion with me…you will truly image my will, and my word and my ways to 
the world. Moses wasn’t made super human…Moses was made truly human. Humanity as it 
was always meant to be…in profound fellowship with Yahweh our creator…imaging Him to 
the world. And what was true for Moses has become true for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
Christ is the image of the invisible God and the firstborn of all creation. But in Him we 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…intimate, unrestricted communion with God Himself. 
And out of the overflow of that communion YOU are called to become like Christ…or to 
become God to the world (in the functional way of Moses). 

Page �  of �10 11



19. So what that means is asking what would the God of steadfast love and faithfulness who is 
concerned by displaying His glory in the world by showing mercy to the unworthy do in this 
situation? 

What we see and what is real are often very different things, so root your hope in God’s saving 
power

COMMUNION: 
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