
The HOPE of the Powerless 
An exposition of Exodus 8:20-9:12 

at West Hills San Jose on May 12, 2019 

INTRODUCTION: Update on Steve Salazar 

PROBLEM: When God brings life events that impose on us the realization that our 
circumstances are beyond our control, our souls are tested in two ways…we grasp for an earthly 
sense of control or power, and we are tempted to grasp onto earthly hopes. Think about it. When 
our lives, or relationships, or our economic future is confronted with chaos…what is the first 
thing we typically ask ourselves? What am I going to do? How am I going to regain control of 
this situation, where can I find power. But we don’t just look for power we look for things that 
give us hope. We look for reasons to be optimistic (hope). What is the next question we ask? 
Am I/are we going to be okay? Where is the light at the end of the tunnel? We say “If I can just 
get through this next difficult thing than I will be able to do do whatever that thing is that makes 
me feel better, eat that thing, go that place, be with that person.” It is very difficult for our 
hearts to rest, if we feel like thins are completely out of control, especially if we are not 
convinced that things are going to be okay. And this is true whether we are talking about 
relational problems, concerns about employment, concerns about your financial future, as well as 
fearing for your or someone else well-being. Chaos awakens in us a deep need for a sense of 
power and a sense of hope. 
 But here is the thing about being in a crisis…when you are in a crisis, you don’t want 
power and hope tomorrow, you want it today. We don’t want those things in a week, we want 
them now. But the reality is, for most of us, that sense of earthly power and that sense of earthy 
hope, either comes much later than we would wish or it never comes at all. And so the question 
becomes…is there a better way to deal with difficult situations, is there a better way to respond 
to uncertainty, and fear, and feeling overwhelmed, than pining for worldly power and worldly 
hope. And of course from a Christian perspective…we would say, well yeah you hope in God. 
You trust His power and you hope in Him. But to say that because you know that is the right 
answer…and to do it with a heart full of faith and patience are really different things. 
 To do that, you need to know how. When confronted with difficult, uncertain, or 
unnerving circumstances you need to have reasons for confidence in God’s power. To do that you 
have to have a CAUSE for hope. A real…tangible… concrete set of reasons for WHY you will 
hope in God…not just because you THINK it’s the right thing to do, but because you can see His 
promises…because you know His track record of work in our world. To do that, you need to 
know Christ, the fellowship of His sufferings and the power of His resurrection. We learn to wait 
patiently on the Lord in the face of the unbearable unknown…by seeing God for who He is. And 
that is all I want to talk about this morning… 

MAIN POINT: The God of patience is the LORD of power, so trust and hope in Him! 
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SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles with me to Exodus chapter 8. We are 
back in the confrontation between God and Pharaoh over who is ultimately LORD over the life 
and destiny of the Hebrews. The book of Exodus opens with the people of Israel prospering in 
the land of Egypt, and the ruler of Egypt, Pharaoh, growing increasingly concerned about the 
power of their presence in the land. He first enslaves the people and makes them groan under 
their labor but that doesn’t help. His growing fear drives him into moral insanity Pharaoh decrees 
that all new born Hebrew males will be cast into the Nile. And the darkness of judgement laid 
like a cloud over the people of Israel. The people groaned under the burden of their slavery, the 
people wept for their children…and the nation cried out to the LORD…through bitter tears…as 
powerlessness, and hopelessness descended upon their lives. All earthly power…and all earthly 
hope were gone. 
 But there are more purposes at work in our world than the small earthly powers that seem 
to loom so large in times of crisis. In the midst of all this death…there is a child who is spared. A 
boy named Moses from the tribe of Levi. And Moses isn’t just spared, he is spared by Pharaoh’s 
daughter. He isn’t just found by Pharaoh’s daughter but allowed to have his own mother to be his 
midwife. As the nation feels increasingly hopeless and powerless…the one whom God has 
appointed to be their deliverer was growing in power in wisdom in the courts of Pharaoh himself. 
And God met Moses in the wilderness, and He declared who He was and what He was going to 
do…and he declared that Pharaoh would not let the people go unless compelled by His mighty 
hand. and We are right in the heart of God doing that very thing. Compelling Pharaoh by His 
mighty hand to let His people go. As the battle continues…we are invited to sit among the 
powerless and the hopeless and to listen…we are invited to sit down among the generation of 
Israelites preparing to invade Canaan, the generation for whom this was likely written. And to 
consider, these questions…when I feel weak and powerless in the face of a stronger enemy…to 
whom should I look? When I feel afraid, and overwhelmed, and hopeless…hopeless that I will 
be okay given the circumstances that God has laid at my feet…to whom should I look? And I 
don’t want a right answer…I want a foundation for my feet. I don’t want a warm sentiment…I 
want a rock that cannot be moved…a fortress that cannot be thrown down…I want a power that 
is greater than my enemies…and a hope that is stronger than death. For those who will humble 
their hearts and listen to these words…you can have such a hope. You can entrust yourself to 
such a power. For those who can’t humble their hearts and will not listen…you are building your 
house upon sand. And one day the waters will rise and crash against it…and great will be your 
fall. Please humble yourself, and open your minds for the reading of the words of the LORD. 

READING: [20] Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present 
yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let my 
people go, that they may serve me. [21] Or else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will 
send swarms of flies on you and your servants and your people, and into your houses. And the 
houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they 
stand. [22] But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no 
swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth 
(judgment AND salvation). [23] Thus I will put a division between my people and your people. 
Tomorrow this sign shall happen.”’” [24] And the LORD did so. There came great swarms of 
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flies into the house of Pharaoh and into his servants' houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt the 
land was ruined by the swarms of flies. 
 [25] Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God within 
the land.” [26] But Moses said, “It would not be right to do so, for the offerings we shall sacrifice 
to the LORD our God are an abomination to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice offerings abominable 
to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they not stone us? [27] We must go three days' journey 
into the wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD our God as he tells us.” [28] So Pharaoh said, “I 
will let you go to sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only you must not go very 
far away. Plead for me.” [29] Then Moses said, “Behold, I am going out from you and I will 
plead with the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and 
from his people, tomorrow. Only let not Pharaoh cheat again by not letting the people go to 
sacrifice to the LORD.” [30] So Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD. [31] 
And the LORD did as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his 
servants, and from his people; not one remained. [32] But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time 
also, and did not let the people go. 
 [1] Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the 
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. [2] For if you 
refuse to let them go and still hold them, [3] behold, the hand of the LORD will fall with a very 
severe plague upon your livestock that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the 
herds, and the flocks. [4] But the LORD will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel 
and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing of all that belongs to the people of Israel shall 
die.”’” [5] And the LORD set a time, saying, “Tomorrow the LORD will do this thing in the 
land.” [6] And the next day the LORD did this thing. All (kol, “all over the place, from all over) 
the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of the people of Israel died. [7] 
And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one of the livestock of Israel was dead. But the heart of 
Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. 
 [8] And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let 
Moses throw them in the air in the sight of Pharaoh. [9] It shall become fine dust over all the 
land of Egypt, and become boils breaking out in sores on man and beast throughout all the land 
of Egypt.” [10] So they took soot from the kiln and stood before Pharaoh. And Moses threw it in 
the air, and it became boils breaking out in sores on man and beast. [11] And the magicians could 
not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils came upon the magicians and upon all 
the Egyptians. [12] But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to them, 
as the LORD had spoken to Moses. 

PRAYER: God it is such a great and a glorious thing when you reveal your glory to your 
children…and they rest upon it in their day of trouble. It is such a great and glorious thing, when 
your people display your glorious love in their service of others. And it is such a sad and 
grievous thing, when people are not prepared for the day of trouble…when they have not 
considered your glory…and when the day of reckoning comes…their foundation is revealed to 
have been built on nothing but sand. Open eyes this morning…and open heart…may the sleeping 
wake up…my the sinner repent…my the proud be cast down…and the humble exalted. Amen. 
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ROAD MAP: 1.) What are the plagues revealing to us about God’s reign, 2.) What are the 
plagues revealing to us about God’s character, 3.) how do these things teach us to trust in Him? 

WHAT ARE THE PLAGUES REVEALING ABOUT YAHWEH’S REIGN? 
1. So I want to begin with a disclaimer, this is a lot of text this morning. In our preaching plan I 

was supposed to have two weeks to cover this but last week, we had a significant event in the 
life of our body, so we spent all of Sunday praying for the Salazar family which leaves me to 
bundle these two texts together. So disclaimer, I am not going to have time to hit everything 
in the text with the same level of force…sorry. Maybe think of this sermon as a series of 
reflections on the text rather than a strict exposition. 

2. So that being said let’s jump in. The first thing we see in verse 20 is God’s command to go 
and confront Pharaoh again at his place of worship, go stand before him as he goes out to the 
water. And for those of you who have been tracking with these messages, on the book…that 
should sound familiar. This is the same way the confrontation started with the first plague 
back in chapter 7. But not only that…if you skip ahead to chapter 9:13, we see that the 
seventh plague story is going to begin the exact same way. 9:13 says “rise up early in the 
morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and say…” 

3. So what is going on with this? Well there is actually more structure to these plague 
narratives than you might realize. The plagues come in cycles of three…so plagues one, 
two and three are a cycle…plagues four, five and six are a cycle, and plagues seven, 8 and 9 
are their own cycle…and when you get to plague 10 something qualitatively different 
happens. 
1. But what do I mean by a cycle? I mean all three cycles follow the same pattern. First 

Moses is told to confront Pharaoh at the water and threaten a plague…then when that 
doesn’t work he is told to go in and meet Pharaoh in his court and threaten him again. 
And then when that doesn’t work, Moses is told to say nothing to Pharaoh just go outside 
and bring another plague down upon the Egyptians. 

2. And so all three sets of three follow the same pattern. But that pattern is ALSO used by 
the author to highlight some of the differences among the three cycles. For instance…
there is an increasing intensity, and ferocity, and violence as the cycles continue 
unfolding. 

3. So the first cycle was filled with profound inconveniences…ruined water that required 
the digging of wells, frogs everywhere that stink, annoying flies that come up from the 
earth. Were those plagues completely supernatural? Yes. Were they remarkable rebukes 
of the Egyptian gods? Yes. But they didn’t really hurt anyone. But that is about to 
change. And it’s going to get worse and worse as the cycles continue. 

4. So coming back to our text in 8:20 Yahweh tells Moses, rise stand before Pharaoh as he goes 
out to the water and say to him…and then there is an interesting word play in the Hebrew. It 
says Thus says Yahweh…release my people, that they may serve me. Or else if you will not 
release my people…I will release swarms of flies on you and your servants. 
1. And this is saying something kind of shocking…obey my voice Pharaoh…if you won’t 

obey my voice…than the flies will. Either you release…OR I RELEASE. What is going 
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on here…what is going on is Yahweh’s desire to clarify who is sovereign over the taking 
and releasing of all things. 

2. This after all is ultimately a clash over who is Lord, whose people are they? Are they 
God’s or Pharaoh’s? God says LET MY people go. That is a claim to sovereignty over 
the nation…and Pharaoh will either bow to his authority…he will either yield to His 
royal claim or be judged. 

3. And if Pharaoh won’t obey…than God will humble the mightiest man on earth with the 
smallest of insects. It’s difficult to know what exactly is meant by the hebrew word for 
flies in this text…it could possibly be referring to a number of different things. And 
because we aren’t positive what the word means, it’s difficult to say with certainty if this 
would have been interpreted by the Egyptians as a polemic against one of their gods. But 
this is the only one we aren’t sure about which makes me think it probably IS somehow a 
rebuke of their religion even if we aren’t completely certain how. 

4. So God is sovereign, not Pharaoh, He doesn’t just reign over His people, but he reigns 
over creation. But Yahweh’s reign isn’t only expressed in justice and judgment, it is also 
expressed in salvation. Verse 22 

5. God says I will fill your houses with flies. But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, 
where my people dwell, so that no swarms of lies shall be there…why GOD why are you 
going to do that…THAT YOU MAY KNOW that I am Yahweh in the midst of the earth. 
Thus I will put a division between MY PEOPLE and Your people. Tomorrow this sign will 
happen. 

6. Goodness, I could spend the entire sermon on these two verses. So God is going to fill the 
land with flies…but in the pasturelands of Goshen…where the people of Israel live…there 
shall be nothing. No flies. NO effects of the plagues. No sign of judgement. And this of 
course begs the question…were the Israelites subject to the first three plagues and it’s not 
until now that they are set apart? Honestly the bible never says…so of course there are 
people who think yes and some who think no. But whether they were or they weren’t…it’s 
not until NOW that God goes out of His way to point out to Pharaoh that He is making this 
remarkable distinction. 
1. Try to imagine what that would have looked like. Swarms of flies filling houses and 

covering the ground. You can’t see, it’s hard to breath because flies are covering 
everything…and then you cross the border into the land of Goshen…and it all stops. And 
you look behind you and there is a wall of flies. And you look before you and there are 
sunny meadows and green pastures. What would you think other than Yahweh is actually 
LORD of creation. That is the only way this is possible. 

2. You know for those of you who have been tracking with Steve Salazar’s health, that 
whole situation has been shocking to watch. We went from Saturday night being told that 
his strokes were too catastrophic and that he probably won’t ever wake up again…to us 
praying on Sunday morning for God to display His mighty power in healing our 
brother…and then God answering our prayers and Steve waking up. And Steve coming 
back as Himself, and beginning to talk, and beginning to joke around with us. 

3. And there was a day or two in there where half of my heart was like oh my gosh…I can’t 
believe this is happening. But then the other half of my heart being like…dude haven’t 
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you ever read your bible before. GOd is mighty and He is the Lord of creation…and He 
has as much power to heal neurons as he does to draw distinctions between Egypt and 
Goshen. 

7. But God says He is making this distinction for three reasons. 
1. First that you Pharaoh may know that I am Yahweh. I am trying to communicate to you 

that I am the true Sovereign in this situation, and nothing you do is going to stop me from 
redeeming my people by my power. So listen to me children of God…when you look at 
Plague number 4…you aren’t just supposed to see flies…you aren’t just supposed to see 
a rebuke of Egypts king and Egypts gods…you are supposed to see the evidence that 
your God is mighty to save. You are supposed to see a concrete example of the fact that 
God’s sovereign reign extends over creation itself. And it doesn’t just extend over 
creation…it extends over creation EVERYWHERE 

2. So the second reason God is making this distinction is so that you may know that 
Yahweh is God in the midst of the land. Now I know that our ESV translates that as the 
midst of the earth. And to be sure sometimes the hebrew word ha-aritz, is referring to the 
whole globe. But typically it’s referring to the lands of a nation. The land of Canaan, and 
the land of Egypt. In the context here, God is going to fill the LAND of Egypt with flies, 
not the whole earth, but the land of Egypt…and He is going to carve out a small 
distinction in the land of Egypt in the region of Goshen to illustrate to Pharaoh that He is 
Yahweh.  
1. And so given the context of these words…it seems more likely to me…that what the 

Lord is saying is that I am not a local tribal god, like your gods. I am not the god of 
Israel, come from Canaan to fight against your gods. Yahweh is saying I am not a 
foreigner on Egyptian soil…I rule Here as much as I rule everywhere. Even in your 
land I am LORD, and I will divide the county up in whatever way I please that you 
may know that I am Yahweh. 

2. That means there is no place in heaven or on earth over which Yahweh is not Lord. 
There is no part of your life over which Yahweh is not LORD. God is not the Lord of 
how you spend Sunday morning…and then you are lord over what you watch on TV 
or how you use the internet. God is the LORD of all it…and he calls ALL of us to 
repent of our sins, to soften our hearts, and to obey His voice. And find our salvation 
in His Son Jesus Christ. 

3. And the third reason Yahweh says He is doing this in verse 23…is to clarify a division 
between MY people and YOUR people. I am bringing the fourth plague into the land 
Pharaoh…and I will be responsible for protecting my people…and you can be 
responsible for protecting YOUR people. And let all who behold what is about to 
happen…be the judge. To whom do these people belong? To whom should these people 
pledge their allegiance. Who is mighty to save…and who is not. 
1. But I think it’s important to highlight what this is saying. God says I am doing things 

so that you may know who I am…I am doing these things to glorify Myself…do you 
see that God Himself continues to emphasize this in text after text. These plagues this 
exodus…is about answering the question: who is Yahweh that I should obey His 
voice. 
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2. And the way God glorifies Himself in the world…is by judging his enemies, and 
saving His people. God is glorified through salvation and judgement. And why is 
God saving Israel? Don’t they grumble and sin just like the Egyptians? Yes. God is 
saving them because of His eternal electing love and faithfulness. God is not going to 
save them because they are a lovely desirable people…God is going to save them 
because He has set His love on them from eternity past for the sake of His own 
glorious grace. God’s election and eternal love are AIMED at glorifying Him to the 
world, praise His holy name. He saves that you may know…if you have your eyes 
open to see… 

8. And so…in verse 24, Yahweh does it. There came great swarms of flies into the house of 
Pharaoh and into his servants houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt…it says THE LAND 
WAS RUINED by the swarms of flies. So we aren’t turning water into blood and then 
turning back any more. The swarm of flies destroyed the land. 

9. So what are these plagues trying to show us about God’s reign? They show us that God is 
Lord over creation, and that God is Lord over creation EVERYWHERE! But God’s reign 
isn’t just expressed in justice and judgement of his enemies but also through the salvation of 
His people. And finally, God’s reign is aimed at glorifying Him, that we might know and 
understand his eternal, steadfast, immovable love for His people, and put our hope in Him. 

WHAT ARE THE PLAGUES REVEALING ABOUT YAHWEH’S CHARACTER? 
1. So now I’m going to move quite a bit faster than that last section. What do the plagues reveal 

about God’s character? 
2. Verse 25, It says Pharaoh calls Moses and Aaron and says “Go sacrifice to your God within 

the land.” 
1. So looking back at verse 20, only Moses went to Pharaoh before the plague fell. But here 

in verse 25, Pharaoh calls Moses AND Aaron to come in. I imagine everyone of these 
meetings with Pharaoh is extremely stressful for Moses as you never know what Pharaoh 
is going to do or how he is going to react to the wreckage God is bringing upon his 
kingdom. But God in His grace moves the heart of Pharaoh to ask not for Moses alone 
but also for His brother to come with him. 

2. You know what makes going and facing scary and unpredictable situations a lot easier 
than they would be otherwise? Having a brother…or a sister to go with you by God’s 
grace. The fellowship of believers is an incredible gift, especially when super intense 
things happen like with the Salazars. And can I just say…you guys amaze me. What can I 
do but worship when I see the Spirit of God at work in you and among you. It’s been 
crazy talking with the nurses and staff at the hospital as they witness your perpetual acts 
of love and kindness to that family..and hear the stories of your care and concern for 
them and their children. 

3. I’ve been asked with a tone of wonder…what church are you guys from? And it’s crazy 
just recognizing in that question…it’s not that our church is so great…it’s that our God is 
so great. It’s not that West Hills is so amazing…it’s that the risen Christ is so amazing. 
From my limited vantage point…it seems like your love for the Salazar’s has served as a 
stronger witness to the love and power of God…than Steve’s miraculous healing.  
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3. In any case, sorry I keep bringing that up. I just love you guys and love our God and love 
watching Him work in our midst. 

4. So Pharaoh calls Moses and Aaron in and attempts to negotiate with YHWH. Pharaoh says…
i’m cool with you guys offering sacrifices, just do it here in Egypt. He says c’mon Moses…
meet me half-way here. Let’s talk about this…tell YHWH…I’ll let you guys worship as 
much as you want as long as you stay here. 

5. And Moses responds by saying…no…that wouldn’t be right…our sacrifices are an 
abomination to the Egyptians and if we do your idea we will be stoned. We must go three 
days journey as we said. 

6. And one way of reading that would be to think…oh MOses is politely offering objections to 
PHaraoh’s ploy to trick them into staying. Moses is trying to honor pharaoh as they 
negotiate. A better way of reading this I THINK…is Moses is saying…that’s a stupid idea. 
Do you think I’m stupid. 

7. I am not interested in doing what YOU say Pharaoh…we are interested in verse 27 in 
sacrificing to the LORD our God as HE tells us. 

8. So I want to step back from this text and think about this with you for a moment. Pharaoh is 
worried about keeping his workforce. His slave population. He is struggling with letting go 
of a source of wealth and power which he possesses. And he thinks he bargain with YHWH 
as though he is some kind of pagan idol whose favor can be bought and sold. Pharaoh thinks 
that He can look in the face of the God of eternity…and barter with him about his teeny tiny 
agendas. 

9. From Pharaoh and probably even Moses’ perspective…this is a dispute over the rightful 
claim to the Hebrews. Whose people are they, Pharaoh’s or God’s? And at one level, that’s 
absolutely the case. The conflict is about that kind of. But in a much greater sense…this 
conflict is about something else entirely. 
1. God is bringing about this great act of redemption to glorify Himself. And He is 

revealing Himself in a deeply purposeful and intentional way. God is bringing about this 
great and glorious act of redemption as foreshadowing of a much greater act of 
redemption to be revealed in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  

2. The LORD is bringing the people out of slavery, through the waters of judgement, and 
into the land He has prepared fro them…to give the world…pictures and categories and 
patterns by which to understand what God is ultimately going to do through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. God is working in history in view of bringing about a great and 
glorious salvation in the age to come. This is the LORD’s doing and it is marvelous in 
our eyes. 

3. This is the level of grace and glory that God is operating on…and Pharaoh is trying to 
barter with him for his work force. What are these plagues revealing about God’s 
character? Well for one, it reveals that God is often doing far more glorious things in our 
circumstances than we ever would have thought to imagine. But also it reveals that God’s 
sovereign reign is deeply intentional, and profoundly concerned with revealing his love 
and salvation to us, even as He is misunderstood, and His priorities misinterpreted. 

4. God in this text is doing exactly what He said he was going to do…deliver his people by 
compelling Pharaoh with a mighty hand. And in your life…right now…in the 
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circumstances you are in…God is doing exactly what He said he was going to do…work 
all things together for your good…to make you like Jesus Christ. Are you trying to barter 
with God for some lesser concern? Are you focused on what God’s giving or taking from 
you is going to mean for your future? Look at what He is doing here…behold your God 
in acting in ways incomprehensible to His people in the moment…yet shocking in their 
transcendent goodness, mercy, kindness and grace. 

10. No Pharaoh…Moses replies…we will not obey your voice…we must obey the voice of the 
LORD our God. And Pharaoh’s reply betrays that He still doesn’t fully comprehend what is 
going on. Verse 28, Pharaoh says I will let you go to sacrifice…I in my power will release 
you… 
1. Pharaoh is still holding on to the idea he is in charge even though he is clearly not. It is 

NOT Pharaoh who keeps or releases…God alone is Lord over human destinies. And part 
of his heart is starting to understand. He says Plead for me. Isn’t that amazing. The whole 
country is full of flies, everyone is under the same affliction and all Pharaoh is thinking 
about is himself. Plead for me. 

2. Moses is showing us what this guy was like. But Moses responds, I’ll pray for 
everyone…that God will bring an end to the plague of flies. ONly don’t lie to me. Don’t 
cheat. Don’t change your mind again. And Pharaoh apparently said I won’t because in 
verse 30 it says Moses went out and prayed for them and the LORD removed the plague. 

11. And at the end of verse 32…Pharaoh harden’s his heart again and doesn’t let the people go, 
cheating the people as he promised not to. And as I studied this text…none of my 
commentaries interacted with the most interesting question in this event. The most 
interesting thing to me, is that GOD KNEW Pharaoh wasn’t going to let them go…and he 
lifted the plague in response to Moses’ prayer anyway. 

12. The LORD knew that Pharaoh was going to renege on His promise but chose to lift the 
plague anyway. Why would God do that? In fact, why bother with 10 plagues at all…why 
not just skip straight to the 10th and be done with it? 

13. And the answer from Exodus is that God is doing this to glorify Himself. And God is 
patient…slow to anger…and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. God is patient…
even with HIs enemies. 

14. By moving slowly God reveals a few different things. He is revealing that He is just…He is 
going to give Pharaoh adequate time to repent, and sufficient evidence that he does not 
possess a rightful claim over this people. Yahweh does. So when God finally drops the 
hammer of judgement in response to Pharaoh’s recalcitrance…we aren’t left thinking…wow 
how could God do that…we are left thinking the opposite…my goodness what is Pharaoh’s 
problem that it took this much for him to yield. 

15. Additionally, when we see God’s patience, even with His enemies…it teaches us to keep 
praying and not give up when the LORD doesn’t immediately answer our prayers. God is 
patient…and He acts with purpose…and so we need to pray remembering that…that God’s 
timing may not be my timing…but His timing is good and trustworthy…and aimed at 
glorifying Him in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

16. So what have we seen so far. We have seen what these plagues reveal about God’s reign…
that His rule is comprehensive over creation and destiny, and He is ruling to glorify Himself 
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through salvation and judgment. But these plagues also reveal His character to us…that He 
really does act with deep intention according to His promises…and that He is doing far more 
than we would think or imagine in everything. And our God is patient and slow to anger 
because He is good, not because He is slow to act. And these things should encourage us to 
keep praying and trusting and to not lose hope. 

HOW DOES THIS TEACH US TO TRUST AND HOPE IN HIM? 
1. This teaches us that when the time comes…your God will not disappoint you. Chapter 9:1 

thus says Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews “Let my people go that they may serve me. For if 
you refuse to let them go and still hold them, behold THE HAND OF THE LORD will fall 
with a sever plague upon your livestock that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, the 
camels, the herds and the flocks. And the Lord will make a distinction again between Israel 
and Egypt. 

2. And then it says in verse 6 that God did it. That all the live stock died…that all is not meant 
to be completely comprehensive…it’s probably better to think of it as everywhere live stock 
died. Not every single cow and chicken…but cows and chickens died all over the land 
except in Goshen. 

3. And then it says in verse 7…Pharaoh sent and behold not one livestock of Israel was dead. 
What that means is that Pharaoh sent somebody to go look if it was really true. Did God 
really impose a distinction in the plague. And God really had. I feel like with that act…we 
are beginning to see Pharaoh’s confidence waning.  

4. Yahweh then commands that the sixth plague take place with no warning. Pharaoh hardened 
his heart again…so the second cycle of three will conclude with a ratcheting up of the 
consequences. Take soot from the kiln…take the ashes from your brick making…and cast it 
up in judgement over Egypt. So Moses threw it up into the air…and it blossomed into a huge 
cloud over Egypt…and boils broke out on everyone. And it says…in verse 11 The magicians 
could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils came upon the magicians and 
upon all the Egyptians. This is a direct rebuke upon the Egyptian powers…he rendered the 
entire nation ceremonially unclean through the blistering of their skin…and the mighty 
magicians cower before the feet of the LORD’s anointed.  

5. What does the picture teach you…it teaches you that no earthly powers can stand against the 
power of Yahweh. We conclude the second cycle with Yahweh standing in triumph over the 
powers of Egypt…and Pharaoh refusing to admit defeat. 

6. But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart it says, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD 
had spoken to Moses. What is the author emphasizing at the end there? He is emphasizing 
that these things happened according to the WORD of the Lord. 

7. So how does this text teach us to trust and hope in God? Think about what is happening here. 
This was written down, for the generation about to enter the land that they might do what? 
Remember. That they might remember who God is, what He’s like and all of the incredible 
things He has done. Remember His reign and His character. Remember His patience and His 
power. 

Brothers and sisters listen to me. Remember who the LORD is and what He has done! 
Remember that you at one time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of 
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Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
But now in Christ Jesus, you who were once far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 
Remember that while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
Remember that God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David as preached in Paul’s gospel! 
Remember the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, how He himself said it is more blessed to give 
than to receive. 
Remember to rejoice in your trials brothers and sisters because the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. And when steadfastness has had it’s full effect you will be perfect, complete, 
lacking in nothing. 
Remember that Christ said I am coming like a thief in the night. I am coming to call my servants 
to account. I am coming to separate the sheep form the goats, the sheep for everlasting glory and 
the goats to everlasting contempt. 
Remember that the LORD is NOT SLOW to fulfill His promises as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish but that all should reach repentance.  

Remember the God of patience and power…who acts for those who wait for Him…who delivers 
those who trust in Him…God alone is the hope of the powerless…so trust and hope in Him. 

COMMUNION: 
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