
THE LAMB OF GOD 
An exposition of Exodus 12:1-32 

at West Hills San Jose on June 2, 2019 

INTRODUCTION: I have always appreciated people who are willing to honestly consider the 
big questions of life: who am I? Why am I here? Where am I going? It’s the question that every 
individual has to answer, and we don’t feel comfortable in our own skin until we do. Not all of us 
have posed these questions to ourselves in such a philosophical way…but the reality is that all of 
us have answered those questions in one way or another. If you don’t feel insecure about who 
you are…you find your identity in something that grants you that sense of security. If you DO 
feel insecure about who you are you are either still searching for your sense of identity or you are 
seeking your identity in something that does not, or can not, make you feel secure. And what’s 
challenging for everyone is to stop…look inward and ask honestly… 

PROBLEM: Where am I finding my identity? To what do I look, for security in the present and 
hope for the future. What is it in my life…that if God took it away…I would be left feeling 
absolutely vulnerable and afraid. I would feel alone or like I no longer had a purpose in this 
world. That’s where you are finding your identity.  
 When we are little we find our identity in our parents. When things go wrong you look to 
those who raised you for your security in the present and your hope for the future. But 
somewhere around middle school, high school that starts to change. And we begin seeking our 
identity in our friend group. And our attitudes and actions go up and down with how thing are 
with our friends. In our friends we find our security in the present and our hope in the future. But 
it doesn’t stop there. As you keep getting older the temptation eventually becomes to seek your 
identity in a spouse or in your children or in your vocation, whether that is your job or your stay 
at home parenting or whatever. You are faced with the temptation to let those things answer 
the questions of who am I, why am I here, and where am I going.  
 But the problem with all those things I just mentioned…is that they can all come and go 
in an instant. The problem with finding your identity in others is that people can leave and people 
can be taken away from us. The problem with finding your identity in things or vocations, or 
circumstances is that things get lost…jobs come to an end…circumstances ALWAYS 
EVENTUALLY change…that is the way of all the earth and so it has always been under the sun. 
This is where Solomon the wise would come along crying out vapor vapor…all is vapor. 
Whatever I seek my identity in, it seems like a roll of the dice if it will actually work out to bless 
me or not. But you know something? That’s not true. There is one place you can seek your 
identity that will not be a roll of the dice. There is a place that people have proclaimed for 
thousands of years is a true refuge, IS a stronghold for the weak…IS the way to find rest for your 
weary soul and that is in the name of the LORD Jesus Christ, who does not forsake His people, 
who does not die but lives unto God, and who will be with us until the end of the age, and who 
cannot be taken away. Today we pick back up the Exodus story, and the lamb offered as a 
substitute for the life of the firstborn…and I really only have ONE thing I pray you will take 
away from this message: 
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MAIN POINT: The final Lamb has come, so remember everything He has done 

SETTING THE CONTEXT: Please open your bibles to Exodus chapter 12, if you don’t have 
one I will be reading the full text for all of us in a moment. But let me just set the context for 
where we are in the story. 400 years before our story began, the descendants of Abraham fled the 
land of Canaan because of a great famine, and were allowed to settle in the land of Egypt 
because God had granted favor to Joseph one of their brothers. Over time, the Israelites began to 
rapidly multiply until they filled the land with life and sons. Eventually, a Pharaoh came along 
who did not remember Joseph, and who was nervous that the Israelites were becoming too 
numerous and would eventually overthrow the Egyptians.  
 So that Pharaoh began a series of plans to weaken the Israelites. First he enslaved them 
and began trying to work them to death. Next he tried to convince the nurses and midwives who 
delivered babies to secretly kill the Hebrew children when they left their mothers womb. But that 
didn’t work either. And driven by fear into moral belligerence, Pharaoh eventually commanded 
all the people of Egypt, if they saw a newborn male hebrew child, to cast them into the Nile 
river, to stem the ever growing strength of Israel. And it’s at this point of the story that the Lord 
hears the cries of His people and begins to act for their salvation. First He calls Moses at the 
burning bush and tells Him…my name is YHWH your God, and I am going to reveal myself in 
the salvation of Israel. I am a great King coming to claim my people from Pharaoh’s house and 
when I am through with Him…I will not take my people from his stubborn hand…he will give 
them to me like a servant gives to his master. And I will use you…the one man Moses…as leader 
of a rag-tag slave population…to face down the leader of the world’s greatest super power of that 
day Egypt…so that all the ends of the earth will know…that I AM YHWH…King of heaven and 
earth. And so the confrontation between God and Pharaoh began. And 9 times…God has sent 
Moses to ask on His behalf…tell Pharaoh to let my people go that they may worship me in the 
wilderness. And 9 times Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused. And 9 times God has responded 
with a plague designed to rebuke and humiliate one of the little g gods of Egypt…and bring 
escalating levels of calamity upon Egypt and its people. 
 And as the violence of the plagues has increased so has the Lord’s mercy as he has begun 
warning the Egyptians to respond to his word, even when Pharaoh chooses not to. And I’ve tried 
to illustrate that the plagues have unfurled in three cycles of three…there is a parallel pattern in 
plagues 1,2 and 3, with plagues 4, 5, and 6, and 7, 8 and 9. And now we are at 10. And God said 
in chapter 11…I am now done displaying my sovereignty over Egypt, and my power in the midst 
of the land…this will be the last plague. And when number 10 is complete…Pharaoh will drive 
you out of the land willingly. And that final plague is this…I will come at midnight…in 11:4 and 
when I do…every firstborn int he land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh all the 
way to the firstborn of the cattle. And in chapter 12, we find out what the LORD said next… 

READING: Exodus 12:1–32 [1] The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, [2] 
“This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for 
you. [3] Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall 
take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. [4] And if the household is 
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too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of 
persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb 
shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, [6] 
and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
 [7] “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 
of the houses in which they eat it. [8] They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. [9] Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, 
but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. [10] And you shall let none of it remain until 
the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. [11] In this manner you 
shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And 
you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover. [12] For I will pass through the land of Egypt 
that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. [13] The blood shall be a sign for 
you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 
will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 [14] “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the 
LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. [15] Seven 
days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out of your 
houses, for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person 
shall be cut off from Israel. [16] On the first day you shall hold a holy assembly, and on the 
seventh day a holy assembly. No work shall be done on those days. But what everyone needs to 
eat, that alone may be prepared by you. [17] And you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall 
observe this day, throughout your generations, as a statute forever. [18] In the first month, from 
the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread until the twenty-first 
day of the month at evening. [19] For seven days no leaven is to be found in your houses. If 
anyone eats what is leavened, that person will be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether 
he is a sojourner or a native of the land. [20] You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwelling 
places you shall eat unleavened bread.” 
 [21] Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and select lambs for 
yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. [22] Take a bunch of hyssop and 
dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood 
that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning. [23] For 
the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on the lintel and 
on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to enter 
your houses to strike you. [24] You shall observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons 
forever. [25] And when you come to the land that the LORD will give you, as he has promised, 
you shall keep this service. [26] And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this 
service?’ [27] you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD's Passover, for he passed over the 
houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’” 
And the people bowed their heads and worshiped. 
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 [28] Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the LORD had commanded Moses and 
Aaron, so they did. [29] At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who 
was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. [30] And Pharaoh rose up in the night, 
he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was 
not a house where someone was not dead. [31] Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night 
and said, “Up, go out from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve 
the LORD, as you have said. [32] Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be 
gone, and bless me also!” 

PRAYER: Lord fill us with yourself. I pray for every soul in this room…we are all seeking our 
identity in something…we are all answering the questions of who am I, why am I here and where 
am I going somehow…and God I know the way that people are answering that question is either 
harming their soul…or leading them into sorrow…or leading them into eternal life and joy. 
Grant us to know you and the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ so deeply that we answer…who am I? I 
am His. Why am I here? To glorify and enjoy Him? Where am I going…to see Him in His glory 
which the Father has given before the foundation of the world…and no matter what happens in 
this life…even if heaven and earth were to pass away…nothing could separate me from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

ROAD MAP: Today we talk about the Lamb of the passover. 1.) What does it mean to receive 
the lamb, 2.) what does it mean to consider the Lamb, 3.) what does it mean to treasure the Lamb 
with fear, 4.) practical considerations 

RECEIVING THE LAMB 
1. Let’s dig in to the glory that is here. So chapter 12 verse 1 says YHWH said to Moses and 

Aaron in the land of Egypt…This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be 
the first month of the year for you. So let me just stop right there and try to help you feel this 
for a minute. 
1. We have just been told in chapter 11 that we are on the threshold of the final plague…we 

have been told that this one will be definitive…and when it is over, your slavery under 
Pharaoh will end. The genocide of your children, will be over. Your suffering and tears 
will be no more. When God comes in this final judgement, you will be saved from the 
powers of Egypt forever. 

2. Mark this moment. Don’t just mark this moment…reset your entire calendar. You’re 
year…will no longer pivot around the harvest…your year will pivot around this event 
that is about to take place. You will no longer keep time based on the cycles of the 
seasons…you will now keep time on the basis of my acting for your salvation in history. 

3. Do you feel the weight of this? Every time you look at a calendar…I want you to be 
reminded of what is about to take place. 

2. Verse 3 God tells Moses to speak to all of Israel saying every household needs to select a 
whole lamb on the 10th of the month. And verse 4, if your house is to small to eat an entire 
lamb…you need to find some neighbors to share it with. He says according to what each can 
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eat you shall make your count for the lamb. What that means is you need to look at how big 
the lamb is and determine how many people it will take to eat it, and if you have more than 
you need you need to invite neighbors over to share it with you…and in this way…no one 
will lack a lamb to share in…and no one would be alone for the commemoration of this 
event. And this is tremendously important. 
1. God is not saying I want you the individual to remember this lamb and what will happen 

to it…I want you the community to receive this lamb. I am not simply passing over you 
the individual as you take refuge under the blood of the Lamb I am saving you the 
community. From this day forward you will be the people who were saved by the blood 
of the Lamb God provided. And every year, for the rest of your years, you will remind 
yourself of that. Who am I? No. Who are we? We are the redeemed of God. And we are 
redeemed because of the Lamb God provided. 

2.  When the Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed transformed the passover 
meal into the communion meal we celebrate today, this point of fellowship with one 
another wasn’t lost. If anything it was intensified. 

3. The apostle Paul warns the church in Corinth that if this meal is begin enjoyed in a way 
that makes any of God’s people feel left out…we might die because of our carelessness. 
When God direct His people to celebrate their redemption…His heart is that everyone 
who desires to be included would share in that celebration. And that should be all of our 
hearts as well. 

3. God then turns and specifies exactly what kind of lamb the congregation was to select. It 
wasn’t to be just any lamb that was convenient. God wanted the best lamb…verse 5. Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a male, a year old. It can be a sheep or a goat as long as it’s 
perfect…you will select it on the 10th and keep i until the 14th and on the 14th, everyone 
will kill their lamb at twilight.  
1. So a couple of things here. First the lamb had to be perfect. Why? Is a lamb with a funny 

eye less edible than a perfect lamb? No. Is a lamb with a weird growth on it’s side, 
pulsing different blood than a perfect lamb? No. So why a perfect Lamb? The text 
doesn’t say. And the text doesn’t say so that you will wonder…the text doesn’t say 
because the text is pointing beyond itself to future revelation. Why must the Lamb 
offered as a substitute be perfect and without blemish? 

2. Because this lamb is a shadow of something to come. If you are standing on the side of a 
building near the corner…and you see the shadow of someone coming around the 
corner…you KNOW someone is on the other side of the wall. The shadow leads to a 
person. Why must the lamb be perfect…because the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world…the LORD JESUS CHRIST must be perfect. 

3. These details about the passover lamb are specified because Jesus is going to die young, 
because Jesus is going to be male, and because Jesus is going to be perfect and without 
sin, free from blemish before a Holy God. And it was that very perfection that qualified 
Him uniquely to give His life for the salvation of His people as the final offering for sin. 

4. This lamb was chosen so that all of Israel would recognize the Christ when He was 
crucified for our salvation. 
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4. Back to the text. Verse 7…on the night of the passover, the end of the second week and the 
mid point of the Hebrew month…the 14th…you shall kill the lamb as the sun is going down 
and shall take some of the blood and put it on the two door posts and the lintel, which is the 
horizontal post that connects the two vertical posts…on the house in which the lamb will be 
eaten. We will talk more about that in a few minutes  

5. And God says I want this lamb eaten in a particular way. Verse 8, I want the lamb roasted on 
the fire, with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. You may not eat it raw…nor will you boil it 
in water…nor will you butcher it into pieces, but instead you will eat it with it’s head and 
inner parts intact. 

6. Not only that, you will not let any remain until morning, and you will eat it quickly, with 
your belt fastened, your shoes on, and your staff in hand. What is all that about? A couple 
things. 
1. First the obvious one. God wants them to eat the meal quickly so that they are ready to 

leave the second he says to go. Thus, you don’t take the time to boil water for the meat…
you don’t take the time to butcher it, you light a fire and roast it quickly. Additionally, 
you don’t consume vegetables that need to be cooked, or bake bread that will take an 
hour or two to rise…you just eat the raw, bitter herbs and quick unleavened bread. 
1. This meal is meant to remind you that the night of the passover was a night of 

urgency. 
2. But there is a second element to the meal that is less obvious but equally if not more 

important…the way you eat this is meant to signify your readiness to leave and never 
come back. If you think about it for a minute…you remember Israel has been in Egypt 
for 400 years.  
1. Life in Egypt is all that any of them have ever known. And God has told them I am 

bringing you out…and one of the things that that means is I am bringing you out of 
the house where you raised your children…I am taking you away from the most 
fertile food producing…region in the ancient near east. I want you to leave behind 
your bed, and your fire place, and your neighborhood and follow me out into the 
unknown wilderness.  

2. There is an interesting dynamic in the human heart where sometimes we would prefer 
the slavery that is familiar than the path to freedom through the unknown. We would 
rather have the sorrows we understand then the promise of joy that we don’t. But that 
is the way of folly. And when you go with God, that which is most familiar is 
supposed to be going with you. Your Father in heaven. 

3. God says eat this meal, while dressed and ready to leave…and when you’re finished, 
burn what remains. I want none of your heart in Egypt as you receive my Lamb of 
deliverance. And I think there is an important lesson here for us in how we take 
communion.  

4. When you prepare to celebrate the sacrifice of Christ, your final passover Lamb…do 
you do so dressed and ready to leave your slavery to sin? Or does part of your heart 
desire to remain in what’s familiar? When we come to this table, the covenant meal in 
the new covenant, I think an appropriate application of this text is to consider 
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whether or not your heart is not only sorry for your sins…but dressed and ready to 
leave them behind.  

5. That means saying in your heart…Lord, I’m sorry I’ve sinned…and it is my hearts 
desire to never sin that way again. Even if I’m weak. Even if I have literally zero 
confidence in myself to not fail again…I want to confess with my heart before I come 
to this table…that I don’t want slavery anymore…I want freedom in Christ. I don’t 
want toil under sin anymore…I want rest in God’s holiness and grace. 

3. Eat this meal the Lord commands…in haste, and in absolute readiness to leave your 
slavery and toil behind. 

7. And why? Because this is YHWH’s Passover. You do this because God Himself has 
instituted this meal, to be celebrate this way, so that He may be glorified in the midst of the 
earth. You will do it this way because God is coming upon the land of Egypt and GOD will 
strike all the first born in the land of Egypt…and because GOD is brining judgement upon 
all the gods of Egypt. Why because I AM YHWH. 
1. Because this is who God is…the savior God who brings salvation and judgement upon 

the world as its righteous King. 
2. It’s difficult to know what God means by I will execute judgements on all the gods of 

Egypt…but whatever it means…it seems to be doing something above and beyond what 
he has already done in the plagues. It is entirely possible in my mind…though difficult to 
prove, that there really were demonic spirits behind different aspects of Egyptian worship  
and the LORD is coming and bringing some kind of definitive judgement against them 
on the night of the Passover. But I can concede that that is speculative.  

8. But in any case this leads to the culminating point…if you receive this lamb I’ve provided 
and do all the things I command you…what will be your fate as I pass through the land 
bringing justice? 
1. Verse 13 look at this carefully, the blood shall be a sign for YOU…on the houses where 

you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to 
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

2. So if God knows everything…does he really need those who worship and obey Him by 
faith…to mark the outside of their door so that he knows which houses to passover? No. 
The blood sign isn’t ultimately a sign for God it’s a sign for you. It’s how you will 
express your faith that God will save you as you take refuge under the blood of the lamb 
he has provided. 

9. God says…when I see the blood…I will pass over you. I heard the theologian D.A. Carson 
talk about this text once and he used an interesting illustration I’ve never forgotten. He said 
imagine two men…Mr. Brown and Mr. Black. And they were talking this evening about 
what’s coming and Mr. Brown said…I’ve covered my door as my Lord has commanded 
me…and I’m sure that the Lord will passover my home when the destroyer comes. And Mr. 
Black nervously replies…well I don’t know. What if this doesn’t work? Or what if I haven’t 
been righteous enough and he is actually coming to judge me too. What if I’m afraid to leave 
Egypt..and nervous about what this means for our future.” And both men go home…
slaughter their lambs and put the blood on their door. When God passed through Egypt 
which one did the Lord save? 
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1. Both of them. Because when it comes to the blood of the Lamb of our salvation it is not 
the size of your faith that will save you…but the blood that was shed for the forgiveness 
of your sins. It is the object of your faith that matters in the end…do you trust in God or 
yourself. 

2. When Christ comes into the world to bring judgement…one thing will matter more than 
anything else. Taking refuge under the blood of the Lamb that God has provided for 
salvation. IF not, run to Him. Turn from your sins…and give Him your life. Say to Him 
Lord…I’ve only ever known sin…and following you means taking a leap into the 
unknown…but I trust you to save me. Save me. And don’t stop praying until you are 
certain that he has! This is what it means to receive the lamb…it is to receive the 
salvation God has provided…for them the spotless lamb from the heard. For us…the 
Lamb of God who is Jesus Christ. 

10. So let’s move considerably faster and look at the rest of this text. Receiving the Lamb means 
receiving God’s salvation by faith. Let’s now turn to considering the Lamb. What does it 
mean to consider the Lamb 

CONSIDERING THE LAMB 
1. Verse 14 God says “this day shall be for you a memorial day…and you shall keep it asa feast 

to the LORD throughout your generations as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 
2. Verse 17 repeats that command, you shall observe this day throughout your generations, as a 

statute forever. And the same idea is repeated again a third time in verse 24, you shall 
observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons forever…even once you’ve entered the 
land. And when your children ask you why do we do this mommy, why do we do this 
daddy…you will tell them the story of the Passover. This is who we were…slaves in the land 
of Egypt. But because of the Lord’s passover this is who we are…sons in the land of 
promise. 

3. So the first thing to see is that God doesn’t just want the calendar reoriented around this 
event…He wants this event to be commemorated year in and year out, from generation to 
generation. And he isn’t joking about that. 

4. He says twice in verse 15 and verse 19 that if you do not celebrate this event in the way I 
have commanded…you shall be cut off from Israel. You will be accursed of the LORD, cut 
off from the covenant community. 

5. So this is not only to be Israel’s identity forming event…it is also to be its identity sustaining 
event. And anyone who will not treat it as such will be cut off from the people.  

6. And God commands that this commemoration be handled with great care, and attention and 
consideration. This won’t be something handled haphazardly at the last minute. God says on 
the 10th of the month you will select the lamb of sacrifice and on the evening of the 14th it 
will be sacrificed.  
1. Additionally the passover will serve as the onset of a 7 day feast, the feast of unleavened 

bread. You shall gather to worship on the first and last day of the week (that’s what He 
means by a holy assembly in verse 16), and you will not work, except to cook your food. 
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2. God wants your absolute focus verse 17, on the day God brought you out of the land of 
Egypt…the lamb that was sacrificed and the bread eaten in haste and what that means for 
your holiness as a people going forward. 

7. One of the things that receives a good deal of emphasis in this text is leaven. If you eat 
anything leavened during the seven day feast you shall be cut off. In verses 19 and 20 you 
get the command to stay off the leaven three times in a row. And of course that causes us to 
ask why? What’s the big deal with scrubbing out the leaven from all your stuff? And the 
point is the leaven is symbolic of something.  
1. The leaven is symbolic of a willingness to remain in Egypt. Leaven says…I’m not in a 

hurry to go…I can wait for my bread to rise. Leaven says…I prefer the bread in my 
Egyptian house than the manna God will rain down from heaven. 

2. Is there anything intrinsically wrong with leaven, of course not. But think about this 
practically for a second. God wants His people, on the first day of the feast to 
sacrifice the spotless lamb…and then do no work…to rest quietly in a house with no 
leaven in it. Now what is the point of that? The point is to force you to contemplate the 
fact that because of the sacrificial lamb, I don’t belong in slavery anymore. I am God’s. I 
am redeemed. No part of me should desire life without him. I am supposed to live…
ready to pick up and follow anywhere He may lead me, no matter what the cost. And I 
spend a week without leaven every year to remind me of that fact. 

3. And I think our communion meal presupposes many of those same ideas. 
8. In verse 21 Moses calls the elders of Israel and commands them to perform the passover 

meal. And he reiterates in verse 23 The LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians and 
when He sees the blood on the door, the LORD will passover that door and will not allow the 
destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 
1. I’ve been asked the same question by a handful of people so I assume it is on the minds 

of others. The question has been, if an Egyptian family performed the passover sacrifice 
would their firstborn son have been spared? And if you look at the text in verse 23 I think 
you have the answer…God doesn’t say when I see that you are Hebrews I will passover 
you…or when I see that you are Egyptian I will go in and strike you…it seems to 
indicate that no matter who you are…if I see blood I will passover…if I don’t I’m 
bringing judgement. 

2. The issue in their day…is the same as the issue in our day…God’s salvation is not based 
on whether you are Jew or Gentile, male or female, slave or free…it is for those who take 
refuge under the blood of the Lamb. 

3. This is what makes it so significant that when John the Baptist sees Jesus for the first 
time and declares to all who are present…BEHOLD the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world in John chapter 1. God in Christ is not aiming to bring salvation to 
His people enslaved in Egypt and any Egyptian who will turn and be saved. God in 
Christ is aimed at bringing salvation to the entire earth. 

9. In any case, my point here is that God doesn’t only desire that we would receive the Lamb 
and be saved…but also that we would consider the Lamb and be intentional about our 
reflecting on what it means and what God has done. This is why I’ve felt that having some 
sort of annual schedule where we make time to focus on the different dimensions of God’s 
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salvation is important. Do we have some sort of legal requirement to celebrate Christmas on 
December 25th? No that’s not commanded anywhere. But I think we should, and it’s wise to 
mark time out of every year…to spend some time reflecting on the mystery of the 
incarnation. Why? Because when we aren’t purposeful and intentional we forget. When we 
don’t MAKE time to consider we will get pulled to and fro by the needs of the moment. 
1. God in this text COMMANDs his people to be purposeful and deliberate in how they 

consider their redemption. Now let me ask you a question? 
2. Are you purposeful and deliberate in how you consider your redemption? I’m not asking 

are you perfectly consistent in doing a 15 minute devotional every morning and a singing 
a hymn before bed every night. NO is perfectly consistent except for God. 

3. I’m asking, do you have a plan? Are you trying to be deliberate? Are you trying to be 
purposeful in considering and worshipping God for your redemption? If not, would you 
confess that to someone? Just be honest, no judgement. But living life day in and day out 
without bread for your soul has the effect living day in and day out without bread for 
your body. Eventually you will starve.  

4. There are great reading plans, and super organized people in this church who will give 
you great ideas about how to be more deliberate in worshipping your God. 

10. So we receive the lamb for salvation, we consider the lamb deliberately in life, and finally 
we treasure the lamb with fear. 

TREASURE THE LAMB WITH FEAR 
1. In verse 29, midnight strikes, and so does the Lord. All the first born…from the one on the 

throne…to the firstborn in the dungeon…to the first born in the cattle stall. And Pharaoh rose 
up in the night…along with all of His servants and all the Egyptians who did not mark their 
homes…and a great cry range out in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was 
not dead. 

2. I tried to imagine what it would be like to be a Hebrew father on the night of the Passover. 
You finish eating…it’s late. And it’s time to try to go to sleep. I don’t think I would let my 
first born son go into his room alone. Even though I trust God, and believe His promises…I 
think I would probably keep my firstborn in my arms until the moment passed. 

3. And when the clock struck 12…and the Egyptians began to wail…and you a Hebrew father 
look down…and feel your own son…breathing in your arms…asleep and unharmed. What 
would you say in your heart? 

4. Thank you Lord. Thank you for your Lamb. And thank you for the salvation that that Lamb 
has brought to my household. Thank you thank you thank you I never ever ever want to sin 
again. I never want to resist you the way the Egyptians have for you are a great God and you 
bring justice to those who oppress your people. Thank you Lord for your lamb in the place of 
my son… 

5. The Passover teaches us…along with the other 9 plagues…that we are not ONLY dealing 
with a God who is faithful, but with a God who is mighty. Not just with a God that desires to 
save those who cry out to Him…but a God who will judge those who lift up their hand in 
defiance against Him. The passover teaches us…to treasure the lamb with fear, knowing that 
the Lord who saves is also the Lord who judges…and our hearts must remain humble and 
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repentant before Him. And thus in this passover meal we receive a picture of what it mean 
serve God in holiness. To receive His lamb for our salvation…to the spend our lives 
considering the implications of that salvation…and to keep His worship faithfully until the 
day of His power, when He comes to bring judgement and salvation on the basis of who has 
sought refuge under the blood of the Lamb. Now let’s close with a brief reflection of 
practical ramifications… 

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
1. That feast was pointing ahead to this one: we don’t thank God for the next lamb he 

provides…we thank God for the final lamb. The LORD Jesus Christ crucified for sinners, 
and raised from the dead to raise us into newness of life. This meal teaches us to receive 
Christ’s body and blood shed for us…it teaches us to purposely consider again week in week 
out what His salvation means for our daily walk with Him. And it teaches us to treasure Him 
with fear…knowing the judgment he received is the judgement I deserved and I never want 
to do anything to invite that kind of judgement upon myself again. 

2. Have you received God’s lamb for your salvation? 
3. Are you faithfully and purposely considering God’s lamb in how you have ordered your 

schedule. 
4. Are you treasuring God’s lamb with fear as you wait for His coming in power? 

COMMUNION: 
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