
God’s Power for Our Weakness 
An exposition of Exodus 17:8-16 

at West Hills San Jose on July 28, 2019 

PRAYER: 1.) Thank you for your common grace and for all of creation. 2.) Gospel to the ends of 
the earth, Darren and Jodi Beck, 3.) the persecuted church, 4.) our country and leaders, their 
conversion, wisdom, decisions and counselors, judges, the return of Christ, for the purity of His 
church in San Jose, for the holiness of pastors, that we would all be established in peace and in 
truth, the manifest power of godliness among us in our witness to the city, prevent and remove 
all heresy and schism and quench all quarrelsome and brawling spirits, and heal those things 
which divide us.  
 We pray for our church and the ongoing unity of our campuses, the upbuilding of each 
other as we partner in VBS, our upcoming worship night and the West Hills weekend. We pray 
each of us for ourselves. We confess Lord that we have sinned. We grieve in fact before your 
throne, as our hearts are open and laid bare that we have been slow to righteousness but quick to 
sin. Would you forgive our impenitence, any lukewarmness, any apathy toward the mortification 
of our sins. Would you grant us the great and gracious gift of mourning, so that ours might be the 
kingdom of God. Lord we confess, as we honestly consider our own guilt before you, that we are 
unworthy of the smallest benefit of your mercy. We are worthy of your just and holy wrath and if 
we were to come to you in ourselves and by ourselves, we would be lost and without hope in the 
world.  
 But LORD, even though every single word of that is true, we don’t come to you in 
ourselves and by ourselves, but in Christ and with Christ, we come to you by grace through faith 
in Him. We come to you as children, with your love shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
you have given, we draw near, in confidence that by the blood shed for our sins by Jesus our 
Redeemer on the cross, your throne has become a throne of grace and a place of help for our time 
of need. Receive our worship this morning as a pleasing offering we ask, through the all 
sufficient life, death and resurrection of Jesus and be glorified. Holy Spirit you alone are capable 
of searching the deep things of God and making them known to us, and you can reveal them only 
to spiritual people. Make us people of the Spirit Lord. Sanctify us Spirit of Christ, consecrate the 
truth to our souls that we might see, believe and be changed. In Jesus name, Amen. 

INTRODUCTION:  

PROBLEM: Weakness, and vulnerability is a common theme among the main characters in the 
bible, and the Scripture seems to almost consistently go out of it’s way to point it out. Noah had a 
drinking problem. Abram and Sara couldn’t have kids. Jacob dealt with the temptation to take 
things that weren’t rightfully his. All of Jacobs sons dealt with jealousy, except for Joseph, and 
Joseph dealt with getting the short end of the stick no matter how hard he tried to do the right 
thing. Moses was afflicted with some kind of issue with his speech, that nearly kept him from 
obeying God’s command to deliver Israel.  
 And what’s interesting about this is that none of these guys are people that when you 
think about their story and who they were, they aren’t people you would rush to describe as 
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weak. Noah was righteous in God’s sight, and Abram was full of faith in God’s promises. And 
yet there were things in their life that they struggled with. Abraham was great in believing God’s 
promise of land. Abraham really struggled with believing God’s promise of children.  
 And then I started thinking about ourselves, all of us here at West Hills San Jose and I 
don’t think it would be unfair to say that that describes all of us. Strong in some ways and weak 
in others. Strong in some aspects of God’s promises and weak in others. Strong in obeying some 
commands and weak in others. And yet all of us are called to total and complete obedience all 
the same. Some of us are called to complete obedience when dad seems to love your little brother 
more than you, and some of us are called to complete obedience when it seems like all of your 
bigger brothers despise you. But God puts all of us in situations where aspects of obedience 
feels agonizingly difficult if not, utterly impossible, for a reason. He has called you to do 
things and believe things….that you feel too weak to actually obey or believe for a reason, for 
the same reason he put all those other people in those situations in the biblical narratives in 
places of weakness…do you know what that reason is? That you might acknowledge your 
weakness and turn from your own strength and resources, and look up to your all powerful 
God who is eager to pour out power and blessing upon you through the means He has 
provided. He weakens us to strengthen us. But not to strengthen us in a way that leads to pride, 
he weakness us to strengthen us in ways that lead to humility, and gratitude and worship. This is 
why so many of us remain in our weakness and never find God’s strength for us in it. He 
weakens us so that we will admit to the people around us that we need help, and be strengthened 
through the body of Christ. He doesn’t strengthen us for our glory, but for His. But not only that, 
He weakens us so that we would pray, and discover the world-shaping power that is ours through 
gift of prayer. 

MAIN POINT: God offers us profound power in our weakness, so humble yourself to receive it. 

SETTING THE CONTEXT: We are back in Exodus this morning please open your bible to 
Exodus 17 beginning in verse 8. Give me a moment to help our minds sink back into the context 
of what is happening. The nation of Israel had been living as slaves in Egypt for the better part of 
the last 400 years, and the day came where YHWH their covenant God determined that it was 
time to redeem them. God poured out 10 plagues on the nation of Egypt as Pharaoh continued 
hardening his heart and refusing to obey God’s commands to let the people go, the last of which 
was the Passover which finally convinced the people that Israel could leave. As the nation 
departed, Pharaoh suddenly had a radical change of heart and decided to send the full force of 
Egypts army in pursuit of the people.  
 As the army of Egypt descended upon Israel they found themselves trapped between the 
coming onslaught, the mountains and the sea. The Lord then opened the sea and led the people 
through on dry land but when the Egyptians attempted to follow God caused the water to fall 
back into place and the worlds largest army was utterly destroyed in a moment. And as a result, 
the people sang. God delivered and God was praised…and things have basically gone down hill 
since. As the people began their journey to the promise land, the LORD determined to test His 
people, to make them feel weak so that He could richly supply all of their needs, even in the 
desert. But rather than believe, the people grumbled.  
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 Rather than trust the Lord and hope in Him, they projected all their fear, all their 
dissatisfaction, all their discomfort onto Moses whom they threatened to stone. Last week we 
saw that as God was attempting to test the people for their benefit and blessing, the people 
decided in their hubris, the people in their folly, and in their idolatry, to turn around at Meribah 
and say you know what…enough of this…we are going to test God. If your so good why are 
things going this way God. If YHWH really is our covenant Lord, then why isn’t he providing 
water for my kids. Forget about the parting of the red sea yesterday. Forget about the bitter 
waters being made sweet at Elim YESTERDAY…I’m thirsty today. 
 And in response to this, God turned and did something that no one understood. He said 
summon the court, let’s have a formal trial. Moses grab your staff, while I symbolically stand at 
the rock, and you on behalf of the people can take the rod of judgement that struck Egypt…and 
you can strike me and see what happens. I thought Jason did a great job last week of helping you 
feel the drama of that moment. What is God going to do? The elders are gathered, a million eyes 
are watching Moses walk to the rock and lift his hand to strike…we are thinking…is this God 
announcing the death of the covenant…is this God saying you don’t want me anymore fine…kill 
me in your own hearts and I will leave. And the rod falls…the rock is struck…the chilling sound 
of judgement echoes through every bone in the camp. And out of this great evil, comes not 
judgement and forsakeness…out of this great evil bursts inexplicable life and blessing…water 
and provision.  
 The people had condemned God and resolved to put Him to death but when they struck 
Him they didn’t find judgement and death they found salvation and life. God has shown them 
something they did not understand, though they could touch it and taste it and drink from it and 
be satisfied. The rock struck was a world in a wardrobe, that only later generations would be 
prepared to fully appreciate. But now it’s time to pack up and keep walking. I can’t imagine the 
conversations taking place in the midst of the people…we just tried to condemn God and in 
return he opened a fountain in the midst of the desert and invited us to drink. Who is this YHWH 
that we should obey His voice…let’s now pick up where we left off in verse 8, let’s humble our 
minds…we don’t already know everything…and let’s open our hearts…for the God of Moses, 
the God of Israel…the God who took on flesh and dwelt among us, who took our sins and died 
for them…the God who raise out of death in triumph is about to speak. Here the living words of 
your living God: 

READING: 8 Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. 9 So Moses said to 
Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top 
of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought 
with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 Whenever Moses 
held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But 
Moses' hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while 
Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his hands 
were steady until the going down of the sun. 13 And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people 
with the sword. 14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it 
in the ears of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 
15 And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The Lord Is My Banner, 16 saying, “A 
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hand upon the throne[c] of the Lord! The Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to 
generation.” 

PRAYER: LORD open our eyes to behold wondrous things from your law, help us to hear what 
may be a hard word for some…with all humility and fear…and not with hardness of heart and 
the resolve to self-justify. Deliver us from that sin I ask…and set us free to behold with unveiled 
faces the fullness of your glory in Christ. Amen. 

ROAD MAP: 1.) Who attacked Israel and what does it mean? 2.) Where is the camera pointing 
and why? 3.) What this story teaches us about community and weakness, 4.) What this story 
teaches us about God and prayer. 

WHO ATTACKED ISRAEL AND WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
1. So let’s get into our text. Verse 8 says Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at 

Rephidim. So from Israel’s perspective, this probably feels a bit like being thrown out of the 
frying pan and into the fire. They just escaped the land of Egypt and now they are being 
descended upon by Amalek. So the first question I want to ask is, who are the Amalekites?  
1. Well if you look back in Genesis, you see that Amalek was actually the grandson of Esau 

in Gen 36:12. Esau bore a man named Eliphaz and Eliphaz bore Esau. And so the first 
piece of the puzzle is that this attack was probably rooted in the ancient feud between the 
children of Esau and the children of Jacob.  

2. We are not a tribal culture and so tribal blood feuds don’t really make sense to us, but 
this kind of thing is still happening in the middle east today. A long time ago I had a 
muslim friend from Yemen who told me that in the city where he lived, there was another 
family whose grandfather had been killed by his great grandfather. And he explained that 
he would never go back to Yemen because if he did that family would try to kill him, and 
the government wouldn’t stop them because it’s understood that the murder was in 
repayment for a blood debt. And I was like, three generations later they are still mad. And 
His response was, yeah that’s how it is. 

3. Israel’s great great great grandfather stole the inheritance and the blessing from Amalek’s 
grandfather and those things aren’t forgiven or forgotten. 

2. The second question I want to ask is what was the nature of this fight. And we aren’t given 
very much but we are given a few things.  
1. First of all the text says Amalek CAME and fought. So Israel didn’t go to Amalek, 

Amalek came to Israel. This attack was unprovoked, it was the Amalekites who initiated 
the battle and Israel’s response is in self-defense.  

2. Second, in Deuteronomy, Moses looks back on this event and adds a grim detail about 
the nature of the attack. He says remember Amalek, how he attacked you on the way 
when you were faint and weary and cut off your tail those who were lagging behind you 
and he did not fear God. 

3. So that adds a few more relevant details. The first is, the Amalekites didn’t ride into 
battle head first to have a face to face fist fight with the men of Israel. They snuck up 
behind and cut off the people who were lagging behind…which was probably the elderly, 
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and the weak, and the women with young children. I think that adds some context to why 
God responds so strongly and definitely towards Amalek at the end of this passage.  

4. But Deuteronomy adds one more important detail that I think is important, it says that 
Amalek attacked them and he did not fear God. I think you can see that if you just 
consider the point God has been making in Exodus up to this point. He said multiple 
times over the course of the plagues that He was doing all this so that the nations would 
know that I am The LORD in the midst of the earth.  

5. Egypt was the biggest strongest nation in the world because the Nile river valley was the 
store where most of the world bought their grain. It seems virtually impossible that the 
Amalekites were unaware of what had happened in Egypt. So when Moses says in 
Deuteronomy that he did not fear God, I think that is an indirect way of saying…
Amalek’s attack upon the people was an affront to the power of God. This was a bold 
faced denial of the LORD’S supremacy of strength in the world. 

6. So who attacked Israel and what does it mean? The children of Esau attacked Israel as a 
wicked, and a bold-faced affront to the name of Yahweh and of His glory. This wasn’t a 
quarrel over water, as one commentary tried to argue, this was a malicious, blasphemous 
act of violence against God’s weak and unarmed children in their time of vulnerability. 
Something tells me God doesn’t like it when people do that…so that is who is attacking 
Israel and what the attack means, let’s now turn and consider the angle of the camera for 
the rest of the story. 

WHERE THE CAMERA IS POINTING AND WHY 
1. Verse 9 so Moses said to Joshua “choose for us men, and go out and fight with Amalek.” So 

a few points worth reflecting on here.  
1. When Moses says this, he’s not saying, call the Navy seals, and lead them out to war. 

There are no soldiers in this roaming crowd of former slaves. There are a bunch of 
people of all different ages and states of health, who live on a diet of mana and water and 
who are kind of in between living situations right now. And they were suddenly and 
violently attacked in the most malicious way possible and they have to rush to think 
through some kind response. 

2. This would be like if we lived in a city with no 911, no police, and someone came 
through that back door as I was up here preaching…and said…a bunch of people killed a 
family from church and they are on their way here now. And I looked at Jason and said…
from this group of white and blue collar workers…choose for us men and go out and 
fight. And that was what we had. 

3. But this is step 1 of the plan. Josh, you gather some able bodied men to fight…and what 
will Moses do, he says “Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the staff of God 
in my hand.” So to Joshua: you go fight…for me, I’ll go pray. And verse 10, Joshua did 
as Moses told him and fought with Amalek while Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the 
top of the hill.  

2. Joshua…you and your men go wage war with the sword, and me and my men will go wage 
war by the Spirit. It’s interesting to me that all the characters in the story think that the best 
strategy is not to send every able man out to fight…some should go out to fight…and some 
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should stay in to pray, some should lift up a sword, while others should lift up their hands. 
I’m going to talk more about the power of prayer in a little bit, but I want to point something 
else out at this point. God seems to have called different people to different roles in this 
battle. Joshua fought, Moses prayed and both ministered to Israel. This is a very fitting 
analogy for life in the body of Christ I think.  
1. We are not all called to the exact same things because we are not all gifted and situated in 

life in the exact same ways. We are called to be rooted in the same habits of grace, 
worship, love and evangelism…but our devotion to those things can take an innumerable 
number of forms. 

2. I think it’s possible that someone riding out to war with Joshua, might be tempted to look 
up at Moses, and Aaron and Hur up on the hill and think why am I riding out into danger 
while they are up there safe and sound? Don’t they see how dangerous this is? Don’t they 
understand that I have a young family and a sick mom. Why am I doing this while they 
get to do that? Why aren’t they serving the LORD in the exact same way that I’M 
serving the LORD…why are they doing that ministry that seems less important to me 
and less needful from my perspective, instead of helping me and MY ministry team with 
the truly important work? 

3. Have you ever felt that way about others, in ways that concern your area of ministry? As 
we are going to see in a moment, we are notoriously bad at recognizing what work is the 
most important to the LORD. But I would simply point out to you that some are called to 
fight…and some are called to pray…and even though that may or may not make sense to 
you in your ministry in the moment…it is an important reality about serving Christ’s 
body.  

4. Paul asks in 1 Corinthians 12, if the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense 
of hearing? His point being…if we were all exactly the same, there would be some very 
important if not vital things missing from our body. Instead of being bothered that people 
are different than us, it really behooves us as followers of Jesus to consider what each 
person has to offer, rather than what each person lacks. This is the way of love. 

3. But coming back to our text…Joshua rides out to battle, and Moses walks up to pray on the 
hill. Verse 11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered 
his hand, Amalek prevailed. So because this story is so (is strange the word?), not 
immediately obvious what is going on, we often miss the most shocking element of the story. 
When it’s time to fight Amalek, the camera doesn’t follow Joshua out to the battlefield…it 
follows Moses up the mountain of prayer.  
1. The battle with Amalek isn’t going to rise and fall with the sword of Joshua, it’s going to 

rise and fall with the staff of God. When the staff is raised, the tide is turned in favor of 
Israel, when the staff falls, the tide is turned in favor of Amalek. So what is going on 
here? 

2. So let me just be honest and concede that there is a diversity of opinions on how to 
interpret this, it seems clear to me, but be aware that their are smart godly people who 
disagree with me. 
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3. So we know from verse 9 that Moses has the staff of God in His hands when he descends 
the hill. And when He gets to the top of the hill he lifts his hands with the staff of God in 
them, and this has some effect upon the battle. So what are the options. 
1. The first option is that the staff is somehow magically strengthening the Israelites 

according to the strength of Moses. This seems least likely to me. And it seems least 
likely because the whole plague story went out of its way to compare Yahweh’s 
power against the power of magicians in order to expose magic as a counterfeit force 
of influence in the world. On top of that, you don’t see magic, or objects possessing 
special power in themselves apart from God, in any other part of the Law, so I think 
we are safe dismissing that option as probably the least likely of the options. 

2. The second option is that Moses raising the staff of God grants some kind of 
psychological encouragement to Israel so that they are strengthened in the battle. And 
they lose that encouragement when the staff falls and they can’t see it any more. I 
suppose that’s slightly more likely, but if you’ve ever been in a fist fight, you aren’t 
exactly looking around at stuff for encouragement. Every survival instinct you have 
is completely turned on and amped up to 11, and you are thinking don’t die, defeat 
this person trying to hurt me. On top of that, the point of this story in verse 15 is that 
the LORD is our banner. The LORD has done something…not the encouraged 
strength of men. 

3. Which leads me to what I think is most likely is that God is trying to make a point 
about His own power to deliver in battle. God want’s it to be clear that Israel wins 
when His symbol of power is present. Israel is delivered by the strength of the 
LORD, even when he begins to involve them in the fight.  

4. We are at a critical juncture in the story. God the warrior had delivered His people by 
his own strength without Israel lifting a finger at the red sea. But to enter the land, He 
is going to call them to take up his sword and fight. In other words, it’s not going to 
be as immediately obvious to everyone that God worked the victory in battles to 
come. And so here we are given a demonstration that we must commit to memory. 
Victory comes by the power of God, and from no other place.  

5. If God’s power is not present, the people cannot win. If God’s power IS present, the 
people cannot lose. Do you believe that church? 

4. Pay attention to where the camera is pointing. When God’s people go to war, the eyes of 
heaven are not looking at the sword of Joshua but the staff of God. When the symbol of 
God’s power is lifted up, the reality of God’s power is poured down. Some of you are 
discouraged this morning…because you are focusing on the sword and not the staff. Some of 
you are anxious this morning, because you looking at the strength of men, and not at the 
intercession being made over the battle.  
1. Church of God…the path before you has been established by God from before the 

foundations of the world…and as you walk, things happen that are new to you, but were 
planned FOR YOU, by your Father in heaven from before the ages began. And as your 
soul twists and turns within you…there is one reigning over you Jesus your high priest, 
and your holy King…whose arms are raised in prayer…who never ceases to make 
intercession, and who never slumbers or sleeps. If you focus on the battle…you will 
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always find new reasons to be anxious, if you focus on the hands lifted up over your 
life…you will always find reasons to be at peace. Humble yourself and lift up the camera 
angle of your perspective to Christ in heaven, seated at the right hand of the Father, 
praying for you proving you, helping you crucify your idols, to prepare you for eternity 
before God’s joyful and eternal face. 

2. The staff of God’s power is lifted up in triumph over God’s enemies at this very moment, 
over sin and death and the curse…if you look up you will see that victory is assured. This 
is where the camera is pointing and why, let’s now close by looking at what this story 
teaches us about community and weakness, and what this story teaches us about God and 
prayer. 

WHAT THIS STORY TEACHES US ABOUT COMMUNITY AND WEAKNESS 
1. Verse 12, it says but Moses’ hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it under him and 

he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur hand up his hands.  
2. So first of all, have any of you ever tried to hold up your hands like this for longer than 5 

minutes? It’s hard. Have any of you ever tried to hold up your hands like this for 50 minutes?  
How about 5 hours? It’s not possible, unless you are some highly trained, extremely athletic, 
ninja assassin. Normal people don’t have the strength to lift a heavy staff over his head and 
hold it for like the whole day.  

3. My point is, God has called Moses to do something that is probably not physically possible 
for him at the age of 80. He sent him up the mountain with the staff of God to lift up his 
hands in prayer, recognizing that his ability to hold that thing up directly affected the life and 
safety of his brothers and sister Israelites. Moses, do this seemingly impossible thing that has 
profound ramifications for the welfare of your family. 
1. It’s like when God gives you a bunch of kids and says be patient, be kind, be gentle. And 

then he puts you in a small car with them, and they all start screaming and asking for 
things at once. 

2. It’s like when God gives you singleness and says be content in me, and then all your 
friends get married.  

3. It’s like when God gives you a bunch of gifts that you love to use…and then touches 
your circumstances so that you can’t use them…and says be satisfied with who I’ve 
made you to be in Christ. 

4. It’s like when God brings someone into your life who is unkind to you, or hurts your 
feelings, and says seek to be reconciled, forgive as I have forgiven you in the Lord Jesus. 
And they return your attempt at kindness with more evil. 

5. It’s like when God says I am going to cause your heart and your flesh to fail…but I will 
be the strength of your heart and your portion forever, believe and be satisfied with me.  

6. God calls all kinds of people to do things that feel impossible all the time, to do things 
that make them feel extremely weak…where they cease to be strong in themselves. And 
when that happens, what is one of the primary means God has ordained to help us remain 
faithful and steadfast in our calling? He gives us…community. He gives us other 
people…who have strength where we are weak…to help us. 

4. What does Moses do? He brought Aaron and Hur to help him. 
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5. Moses the man, said to other men, I’m not strong enough to do this on my own, can you 
please help me. Are you honest enough with yourself, to say that out loud? Why is it so hard 
for so many of us to be open about needing help where we are weak? The answer is obvious, 
pride right? We should just call it what it is. But not only wants to glorify Himself he wants 
to purify our hearts from sin. This is part of the glory and mercy of God in our sanctification. 
1. I’m going to weaken you so I can strengthen you. But I am going to strengthen you 

through means that glorify me and not you. I am not going to strengthen you in a way 
that causes everyone to say wow look at how strong Moses is. I’m going to strengthen 
you in a way that causes everyone to say wow look at how strong GOD IS. 

2. All the strongest people in faith that I know…don’t THINK they are weak, they KNOW 
that they are weak. And they know because GOD has showed them, and because the 
strength that God supplied in their need was both powerful and humbling. It says in verse 
12 that Moses was held up by Aaron and Hur and look at the last sentence…So his hands 
were steady until the going down of the sun.  

3. Moses was able to do what seemed impossible with help from his friends. It worked 
because a cord of three strands isn’t easily broken. It worked because Moses was able to 
admit his needs, and because Aaron and Hur were ready to help when they saw Moses’ 
strength wavering.  

4. I heard John Piper say one time that eternal security is a community project and I think 
that is right. God created us to need each other…there is no one in this room doesn’t need 
help and there is no one in this room that has no help to offer. The issue is showing forth 
the power of God…the goal in this story is making sure that everyone could see that God 
was the warrior savior, that God was the author of power and the source of victory. 

5. And God most often chooses to do this through human weakness rather than through 
Human strength. Don’t be ashamed that you need help fighting sin, don’t be so proud 
that you can’t ask for help…that leads to death. One of the most basic ways that God 
strengthens His people is through one another.  

6. So that is what this story teaches us about community and weakness, that God weakens us to 
strengthen us through one another, that His strength and salvation might be glorified. So 
humble yourself to receive it. So MOses’ arms stayed up until sun down, and Joshua 
overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword. Let’s close by briefly reflecting on 
what this story teaches us about tGod and prayer:  

WHAT THIS STORY TEACHES ABOUT GOD AND PRAYER 
1. The the LORD said to Moses “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears of 

Joshua, that I will utterly bout out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 
2. So something worth noting is that the name Amalek means valley dweller. Or those who 

dwell in the valley. Which leads some people to conclude that Amalek is not the proper name 
of Esau’s grandson. Instead his proper name was utterly blotted out of memory, and his 
family was given the name Amalek as a reminder of God’s judgement upon them. 

3. But like the presence of sin, God has determined to eradicate Amalek’s future, but he isn’t 
quite ready to eliminate Amalek’s presence. In fact Amalek’s descendants are going to show 
up a few more times in Israel’s history at interesting points to once again try to undermine 
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God’s redemptive purposes for His people. But the Lord’s word is clear. Amalek, like sin, 
will keep popping up his head down the road of history to try and undermine or destroy the 
people of God, but YHWH has announced His defeat…and His name will eventually be 
blotted out forever.  

4. But this is why the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation in verse 
16. He’s not going to be immediately destroyed…but His destruction is ultimately assured. 

5. But Moses built an altar of worship to commemorate what happened. And He, like his 
patriarch forefathers before him, named the altar to clarify the significance of the event that 
just took place. And in the middle of Rephidim between Egypt and Canaan there stood an 
altar named The Lord is My Banner. The idea of the banner is a military one, the banner was 
the rallying point, the center of command, where the strategic center where the battle was 
ultimately one or lost. As long as the banner fly’s, we remain in the fight, When the banner 
falls it means the king is dead, run for your life. 
1. What this name means is that Yahweh is at our center, and whether Yahweh stands or 

falls is what determines whether we win the fight. And as the staff of God so helpfully 
illustrated…if His power is present, the people cannot lose. If His power is not present, 
the people cannot win. The LORD is like…the banner…if He is here, we are safe.  

2. And what’s important about that, is that it is clear that no one thinks that Joshua was the 
reason we won the fight. Joshua’s sword and strength was not the reason for Israel’s 
victory. The LORD is the reason, despite the fact that God’s power is now being 
mediated through people who participate in His mission. 

3. The future of Israel is not going to look like the parting of the red sea going forward…it’s 
going to look like this. Take up your sword and fight…and I will fight for you in your 
midst.  

6. In closing I wanted to circle back to the issue of prayer. How do I know that Moses was 
praying in this text…how do I know Moses wasn’t just standing there thinking about the 
score of the game or something. Well in the ancient near east, and what we have uncovered 
form the time period of Moses and the exodus, all the artist representations we have of 
people praying show them with their hands up like this. So even though it never specifically 
says Moses is praying, it certainly seems like the first readers of the document would have 
concluded that he was praying based on his posture. 
1. In other words if I told you that I went into my office and got on my knees and closed my 

eyes and clasped my hands…what would you assume I was doing? I think Moses 
assumes from the description of his bodily posture that they understand what he is 
saying. But in any case he names the altar the LORD is my banner, 

2. and says “A hand upon the throne of the LORD” What I think Moses is exclaiming there 
is that God used my hands as I prayed to mediate the power that flows from his throne. I 
lifted my hands in prayer and faith…and God poured out strength and delivered the 
people. When my hands fell he stopped. There was a hand upon the throne of the LORD. 

7. Moses is saying that God is our savior…and He is exclaiming how incredible it is…that a 
human being was drawn so close to communion with God that he actually used my actions to 
determine the outcome of the battle. I didn’t determine the outcome…I was just holding a 

Page �  of �10 11



staff…but He used me as part of His plan to achieve the outcome he desired to the praise of 
His glorious might.  

8. Rejoice Oh Israel and be glad, let the nations hear and tremble…Yahweh has chosen a man 
whom He will use to display and accomplish His dominion upon the earth, and that man is 
our brother Moses. That man is our leader. Rejoice. And they ought to have rejoiced. That’s 
incredible.  

9. And yet you have been given something greater. You don’t live under a man who had a hand 
upon the throne…you live under a man who is seated upon the throne. You don’t look up to 
the symbol of God’s judgement and power you look up to the reality of God’s judgement and 
power, in the Son of God, Jesus Christ. 

10. The LORD is your banner, not against people you don’t like. But against the sin in your heart 
that causes you to despise the people who don’t like you. God is your banner against your 
sin, against death, against the curse that grips the world around you, while your Savior King 
stands with His feet planted firmly upon the cosmos reining over all things in love. In Him 
all things hold together, and in Him all things are being made new.  

11. Your warrior King reigns. And He is bringing the memory of your sin to nothing. Bringing 
the memory of death to nothing, as His kingdom continues to dawn into the world. 

12. If you don’t know Christ this morning, repent from your sins and turn and be saved. God can 
heal the wounds that ail you. God can bind up the brokenness in your heart. God can restore 
the years that the locust have eaten…God can fill your hungry soul with good things. If you 
are a Christian and you have been living in sin this week, turn and be restored to your God. 

13. Your sin is your enemy and God is going to destroy it soon. If you have made peace, repent 
and get back to the business of making war. If you are discouraged, don’t focus on the 
battle…look up. If you are weary, don’t focus on the battle, look up. 

14. But don’t just look up, look around. You are in a church full of people who love to help each 
other. Be humble and admit your need. And God has profound power for you in the gift of 
prayer and community. 

God has profound power for you in your weakness, so be humble and receive it. Let’s pray 

COMMUNION: 
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